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Writing papers in the correct format is a wonderful endeavor.  To begin with, writing in the proper format is definitely (not defiantly) good for your grade.  Numerous students have earned countless points writing in this format that was designed by the lovely Modern Language Association (MLA).  In addition to earning points on papers, writing in the proper format makes teachers happy.  Everyone wants teachers to be happy while they grade all of those papers.  Lastly, writing in this fantastically designed format is in vogue.  That’s right…it makes you look good, which then make you feel good.  Ultimately, writing in the appropriate format is the way to go.
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Composition Correction Symbols 

Julie Sevastopoulos   http://gocsm.net/sevas/studyguide.html
Punctilious Punctuator

Commas
· [image: image12.wmf]Use commas to separate items in a series.

EX:  At the picnic we enjoyed hot dogs, potato salad, and marshmallows.

· Do not use commas when all items in a series are joined by and or or.

EX:  We ordered popcorn and Milk Duds and soft drinks before the movie.

· Use a comma to separate two or more adjectives preceding a noun.

EX:  Billy was an exegetic, mischievous lad.



To test when to use a comma in such situations, use one of these tests:




If you can place the word and between the two adjectives






- - or - -




If you can switch the order of the two adjectives, then use the comma.

· Use a comma to separate independent clauses when joined by and, but, or, nor, for or yet.

EX:  Study for several evenings before a major test, and you will surely do well and retain the information longer.

· Use a comma to set off non-essential clauses and non-essential participle phrases.

EX:  Robert Brill, who lives across the street, graduated from Loras College three years ago.

EX:  The man who lives across the street graduated from Loras College three years ago.

· Use commas to set off contrasting and non-essential phrases and clauses.

EX:  He purchased the sports jacket, not the suit he had intended to buy, when he went to the mall.

· Use a comma to set off contrasting and non-essential phrases and clauses at the end of a sentence.

EX:  This test will cover the book we studied, not the film we saw after discussing it.

· Use commas to set off an appositive (a phrase or clause that helps to identify the noun that immediately precedes it).

EX:  Rich Siebeck, the Bison quarterback, received offers from many colleges.

· Use a comma to set off an introductory word or phrase (exclamation, participle phrase, series of prepositional phrases, or subordinate clause.

EX:  No, you can’t go.

EX:  Looking at the bare refrigerator, Robert decided to go out for dinner.

EX:  At the end of the game, the crowd surged for the exits.

EX:  When she heard the news, Anna let out a cry of joy.

Use a comma to indicate omitted words or phrases.

EX:  I ate the butterscotch sundae; and Judith, the hot fudge.

Use a comma when necessary for clarity.

EX:  In April, May bought a house.

[image: image13.wmf]Semi-Colons
Use a semicolon between independent clauses not joined by a conjunction.

EX:  The President was concerned about the accusations of sexual misconduct; he called a special meeting of his Cabinet.

Use a semicolon between independent clauses joined by such words as for example, for instance, that is, besides, accordingly, moreover, nevertheless, furthermore, otherwise, therefore, however, consequently, instead, hence, etc.  N.B.:  These conjunctive adverbs should be followed with a comma.
EX:  The University of Illinois offered her a full-tuition scholarship; however, she decided she wanted to go to a smaller college.

Use a semicolon between independent clauses that contain commas within them.

EX:  The President, the First Lady, and Chelsea went to California; for they wanted to visit the campus of Stanford University, which had recently accepted Chelsea into its freshman class.

Use a semicolon between items in a series which contain commas within them.

EX:  Each of their children excelled in a different sport; Jack, football; Mary, basketball; April, swimming.

Colons
[image: image14.wmf]Use a colon before a list it if comes after a complete sentence.  Note:  Colons may not appear after a verb or preposition.

EX:  We had to bring many things to the test center: two led pencils, a calculator, and paper for our impromptu essays.

Use a colon before a formal quotation if it comes after a complete sentence.

EX:  Patrick Henry’s fame rests upon his ringing words: “Give me liberty or give me death!”

Use a colon before an explanation if it comes after a complete sentence.

EX:  George decided to delay his going to college by a year: he needed time to overcome the grief he suffered when his father died unexpectedly.
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Hyphen
Use a hyphen with compound numbers.
EX:  twenty-one missing marbles, seventy-six trombones

Use a hyphen with prefixes ex-, self-, and all-, with the suffix -elect, and with all prefixes before a proper noun or proper adjective.

EX:  self-assurance, all-encompassing, ex-champion, president-elect, mid-July, post-Reformation, late-Renaissance, anti-British, all-American

Use a hyphen in compound adjectives when they precede a noun (but not if one of the modifiers is an adverb ending in -ly).

EX:  ten-minute delay, all-around athlete, well-rehearsed play, kiss-and-tell book, six-year-old boy, (But a six year old)

Apostrophe
[image: image16.wmf]Use an apostrophe and an s to form the possessive case of a singular noun.

EX:  a dog’s work, Sam’s dog, cat’s whiskers

However, omit the s after the apostrophe when the word is two or more syllables

EX:  boss’s signature, witness’ testimony, J.P. Jones’s statement, Dylan Thomas’ poetry

22B.
Use an apostrophe alone to form the possessive case of a plural noun ending in s.
          EX:  boys’ club, turkeys’ feathers

          EX:  men’s clothes, children’s games

Do not use an apostrophe to make a pronoun possessive

EX:  his, her, hers, its, our, ours

In compound words, names of organizations and business firms, and words showing joint possession, only the last word is in possessive form.

EX:  sister-in-law’s children, commander-in-chief’s decision, board of director’s meeting, Rogers and Holland’s marketing strategy, Jill and Barbara’s house, However:  Peter’s and my car, Art’s and Chuck’s report cards.

Use the apostrophe in some special cases:

EX:  There are two m’s, two f’s and two e’s in committee.

EX:  Your paper has too many and’s in it.

Quotation Marks
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Use quotation marks to enclose a direct quotation--a person’s exact words, not a paraphrase of them.

EX:  Marie said, “I have an hour’s detention for being late for homeroom.”

EX:  Marie said that she had an hour’s detention for being late for homeroom.

When using quotation marks, place commas and periods within the quotes, semicolons and colons outside the quotation marks.

EX:  “I’ve got a report due tomorrow,” he said.

EX:  Ms. Tedell said, “Write your answers on one side of the page”; however, I wasn’t paying attention and put mine on both sides.

When using quotation marks, put question marks and exclamation points inside the marks if the question or exclamation is contained within the statement quoted.

EX:  “Have you finished studying for tomorrow’s test?” he asked.

EX:  Did you say, “Get lost”?

Use quotation marks to enclose the names of short works (e.g., short stories, poems, songs, chapters, articles, or other parts of books or periodicals.)

EX:  You’ll find Keats’s poem “Ode on a Grecian Urn” in the British literature textbook.

[image: image19.wmf]Dash
Use a dash to show hesitation, to show a sudden break in thought, or to set off an appositive.

EX:  The alternator--not the wires--caused the problem.

EX:  Henry James--not his brother William--wrote Turn of the Screw.

Use a dash to mean namely, that is, in other words, etc., before an explanation.

EX:  The roses looked beautiful but were expensive and impractical--they lasted only two days before the petals began to fall.
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Use italics for titles of books, periodicals, works of art (pictures, musical compositions, statues, etc.), planes, trains, ships, and so on.
EX:  The Red Badge of Courage, the Mona Lisa, U.S. News and World Report, the Challenger, the Spirit of St. Louis, etc.

Use italics for words, letters, and figures referred to as such as well as foreign words not yet part of common English.
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NO-EXCUSE SPELLING LIST:
Make a list of 5 words you often misspell OR confuse:



1.



2.



3.



4.



5.

NO-EXCUSE SPELLING LIST:
· AFFECT:
is most often a verb meaning to influence.




The “D” on my paper did not affect my total letter grade.




His sarcasm did not affect me.


EFFECT:
is most often a noun meaning the result (of some influencing force)






The effect of the explosion was total destruction of the house.






An air survey showed that the effect of the flood was the creation of a 





new lake.

· A LOT:
is always two words.




Give me a lot of ice cream.




She like him a lot.

· ACROSS:
is spelled with only one “C” but with two “S’s” (not accross, acros, accros)




She walked across the lawn.




Across the aisle, a girl was crying.

· THERE:    
means a place.  It contains the word here, which is a word that indicates place.




Oh, we’ve been here and there.




(There are only three people present.)


THEY’RE:
is a contraction of two words, they are.






They’re not here.





When do you think they’re coming?

THEIR:
is a special word formed specifically to show possession by a group.  Never use an apostrophe with this word.





Where did they leave their hats?





Their friends arrived on time.

· ITS:
is a special word formed specifically to show possession by a thing.  Never use an apostrophe with this word.



      Where is its collar?

                When lecturing on the power of heat, its influence on chocolate cannot be overlooked.


IT’S:
is a contraction of two words, it is or it has.






It’s nice weather we’re having, isn’t it?






It’s ridiculous to talk about this any longer.






It’s been nice knowing you.

· AMONG:
is spelled with only one “M”, no “U” and no “E” (not ammong, amoung, amonge).  Among is used to indicate in the midst of more than two things.  (Between is used when only two things are referred to.)




She wandered among the roses.




We split the candy among the four of us.\


  WOMAN:
Woman is the singular form; women is the plural form (as man, men).

WOMEN:
Give that woman a prize!




Give those women some prizes!

· LOOSE:
(adj.) means slack, not tight.  It sounds like noose.




The noose was loose.




Her shoelaces were loose.

      LOSE:
(v.) means to misplace something.





Did you lose your car keys?





Make sure that whatever you are apt to lose will not be a significant loss.

· ALL RIGHT:
is always two words.




All right, I’m coming.




Is he all right?

WERE:
(v-past tense of are)  Do not get this word mixed up with the next word.




We were at the movies last night.




Were you with them?

      WHERE:
is a word indicating place (contains here, also a place word).





Where is my umbrella?





Where did Janet say she would meet us?  Here?

TO:
is a preposition (a word which indicates relationship).




Let us go to the store.




To what do I owe this honor?

     TWO:
is a word meaning 2.





There were only two cokes left.





Two heads are better than one.

     TOO:
means also or very much.





I want to go to the movies, too.





It was too great a loss.

LAID:
is the past tense of lay meaning to put; it is never spelled layed.  It does not  
mean to recline.





The eraser was laid on the sill.





The table was laid carefully.





not: The dog laid down.  but:  The dog lay down.

WHICH:
indicates a question of choice.  Do not confuse this with witch—a Halloween  
character of supernatural powers.




Which one do you want?





I don’t know which to choose.

WEATHER:
means climatic condition.




Weather at sea is often rough.




Nice weather we’re having!

     WHETHER:
indicates choice or condition.





I wonder whether he will like her.





Does he know whether or not she will come?

YOUR:
is a special word formed specifically to show possession by one (or more) being   
addressed. Never use an apostrophe with this word.




Where is your coat?





Your guns are at the sheriff’s office.

     YOU’RE:
is a contraction of two words you are.





You’re gorgeous!





I hear you’re going, too.

WHO’S:
is a contraction of two words who is or who has.




Who’s going with us?




I want to know who’s lost the race.

      WHOSE:
is a special word formed specifically to show possession.  Never use an   

apostrophe with this word.





Whose coat is this?





I don’t know whose it is.
PASSED:
(in general, consult a dictionary for rare uses of these words)  (v. to go by,   
  
around, or through; to qualify).




I passed the exam last week.





We passed a freight train on our way home.

      PAST:
of a former time, gone by, ended (prep./n.)





I am always fascinated by the past.





His worries were past.





We walked past the bookstore.

THAN:
is a preposition indicating a comparison.




I am taller than she is.




One is not better than another.

      THEN:
indicates a time.





Then the big rains fell.





Everything is all right, then?

THROUGH:
is a preposition indicating a manner of passing (near by).




He went thought the door.




Through hard work, he passed.

      THREW:
is the past tense of the verb to throw.





The pitcher threw the baseball.

COURSE:
is a path.




They were out on the golf course.




What courses will you take in school?

      COARSE:
means rough.





A coarse voice rasped throughout the building.





The coarse material scratched.

ACCEPT:
means to receive.




She accepted the invitation.




I was unwilling to accept.

      EXCEPT:
means to leave out or besides.





Everyone except Mary came to the party.





Except for the final exam, all grades were in.

HERS:
is a special word formed specifically to show possession.  Do not form in any way  
with an apostrophe (not hers’ or her’s).




She believed all good things were hers.

TRULY:
is not spelled with an E (not truely).

WRITING:
is not spelled with two “t’s” (not writting).

HOPING:
is not spelled with two p’s (not hopping—that is the movement of rabbits).

* Definitely not “defiantly”




- spell check is great, but make sure you proofread!

	Write a personal story using 10 of the commonly misspelled/misused words correctly:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	THERE, THEIR, or THEY’RE?!  WRITE THE CORRECT FORM IN THE SENTENCES BELOW



	1
	I like your trousers. __ ____ very fashionable.

	2
	I've invited David and Gill and two of __ ____ friends.

	3
	Please put that over ___ ___ .

	4
	I like them. _ _____ very nice.

	5
	I'm fed up with ___ ___ moaning.

	6
	I don't like the way ___ __ always late for meetings.

	7
	__ ___ are two points I'd like to make.

	8
	I like them but I don't like ____ father.

	9
	___ ___ coming later. Please start without them.

	10
	__ ___ is someone to see you.

	11
	__ ____ not very beautiful, are they?

	12
	_ ____ isn't any left.

	13
	__ ____ boss won't let them come.

	14
	___ ___ are several reasons I want to see you.

	15
	_____ not English, are they?

	16.
	___ ___ is Tom, standing by the coffee machine.

	17.
	I don't know what ___ ___ names are but I've met them before.

	18.
	I don't know ___ __ nationalities but I know they are not English.

	19.
	Do not hesitate to contact me if __ ____ is anything I can do.

	20.
	__ ____ from Italy, I think.


 Top of Form
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1. Many students read ___ _ quickly and __ ___ carelessly.  
2. I was ___ __ scared ___ __ say a word to her!  
3. I am going _____ the store now.  
4. They are building _____ new houses on our block.  
5. May I go _____?  
6. Do you think it is _____ late _____ do that now?  
7. I have _____ new shirts that I can't wait _____ wear.  
8. My dental appointment lasted _____ hours and that was _____ long!  
9. This room is _____ cold _____ stay in very much longer.  
10. After I played racquetball for _____ hours, I was _____ tired ____ walk home. 
11. It is not good _____ put _____ much salt on your food.  
12. My next dental appointment is for tomorrow at _____ o'clock.  
13. I am not _____ excited about going _____ the dentist again.  
14. My brother flew _____ Alabama earlier this week.  
15. We have planted _____ rose bushes in pots on the patio.
# 1-5:  Read the following paragraph and choose the best option for each one.

New Bundle of JOY

My friend was so excited one morning that she called me at 6:00am to tell me about her new dog.  She and her fiancé live in a one bedroom condo in Chicago and felt that something was missing from ________(a. there   b. their   c. they’re) home, so ___(a. there   b. their   c.they’re) new bundle is called Olivia.  My friend was worried that with _____(a. its   b.  it’s) boisterous nature, the dog might try to open the cabinets and get into things.  I advised her by saying, “_____(a. Its   b.  It’s) not something that you have to worry about today.”  My friend and her fiancé rushed home that day to find Olivia peacefully snuggled under _______( a. there   b. their   c. they’re) bed covers.
Circle the correct choice.  

1- The team won (its) (it's) game.  Did you win (yours) (your's), (to) (too) (two)?

2- They left (their) (there) books (there) (their) (they're).

3- I hear (your) (you're) about to graduate.

4- (Its) (It's) nice that (there) (their) (they're) friendly.

5- Although I get (alot) (a lot) of colds, I feel (all right)(alright) now.

6- (Whose) (Who's) prettier (then) (than) you?

7- Are you tired?  I'm out of (breathe) (breath), (too) (to)  (two).

8- Run back and (fourth) (forth) from (hear) (here) to (their)   (there).

9- (Your) (You're) about to (loose) (lose) (your) (you're) book.

10- Everyone will (accept) (except) the prize (accept) (except)  you.

11- Do you know (weather) (whether) or not he will give me the   prize.

12- Many people (choose) (chose) to live in large cities.

13- Is the doctor (through) (thorough) (threw) with my exam?

14- What (affect) (effect) does the school (principle)(principal) have on you?

15- What did he (advice) (advise) you to do? Did you take his (advice)(advise)?
16- (There) (Their) (They're) are (alot) (a lot) of (your)  (you're) friends in the boat.  

17- I will (buy) (by) a book (buy) (by) Ray Bradbury.

FRAGMENTS… putting the pieces together. 


A sentence is supposed to tell a complete thought, yes? Thus, we do not want to break it into different parts because this will confuse our readers.  A complete sentence should have a _______ and a _______.  (<- Madlib style… fill in the blanks) When one or the other is missing, we are left with a sentence fragment. Although we use fragments in conversation often -- and occasionally in writing -- to emphasize a point, it’s important to know the difference so you can use each appropriately to strengthen your writing.

Practice 1A: Underline the subject with one line and underline the verb with two lines.
School is fun.



Alex worked with Bradley.

George shot Lennie.


Listening to Metalica is very relaxing.

Babies require a lot of attention.
Doing homework makes me sleepy.

Was running is a fragment and not a sentence because it is missing a ________.
The table in the kitchen is a fragment and not a sentence because it is missing a _____.
Practice 1b: Identify Fragments by writing an F.  If it is a complete sentence, write C. (Again, if it’s missing a _______ or a ________, it is a fragment.)

	_____From Des Plaines.

_____Stephanie is working late tonight

_____Had lunch already



	_____She won the volleyball game

_____ My uncle’s car

_____Amy called Christine

_____ With only fifty cents


2.**Watch out for “ing” words.  No “ing” can ever be the complete verb of a sentence.

The follow items are NOT sentences… don’t let length fool you:

Running to class

Sitting on the bench feeding pigeons

The woman running down the street

Was calling his friends, rounding them up, and handing out the tickets for the game

An “ing” fragment can be made into a sentence by adding a subject, verb or both!
Running to class, Jeff tripped. 

Spencer was sitting on the bench feeding pigeons (Or, Spencer sat on the bench feeding pigeons)

The woman running down the street tripped and fell.

Adam was calling his friends, rounding them up, and handing out the tickets for the game

Practice 2a

Rewrite the fragment to make it a complete sentence(add a subject, verb, or both).

The customer asking a question

________________________________________________________________
Stars shining in the sky

________________________________________________________________

The boy waiting for a bus

________________________________________________________________

Learning how to cook
MORE PRACTICE (2b): Identify Fragments by writing F and complete sentences by writing  C.  

1.  ______The rain falling like cats and dogs

________________________________________________________________
2.______ Feeling sorry for himself

________________________________________________________________
3. ______ He is coming  

________________________________________________________________
4. ______Running like crazy, he won the race

________________________________________________________________
5.  ______Rowing fast, sweating a lot, and breathing hard

________________________________________________________________
6.  ______Feeling sorry for himself

________________________________________________________________
3. 3.

CLAUSES: A group of words containing a subject and a verb is called a clause.  There are two types of clauses. independent and dependent.  

independent clause 

· has a subject and a verb

· can stand alone as a complete sentence

dependent clause 
· has a subject and a verb
· cannot stand alone because it begins with a subordinator. A word, or group of words, such as because, since, though, although, if, as if, where, unless, as soon as, whereas, in order that, when, whenever, while, before, after, as, until, so that, as long as, such as, provided that, during.
*Reminder; a baby is dependent on his parents; he can’t make it on his own, he relies on them

THIS is an independent clause. 


He ran into the store

But if we put any subordinators in front of it, it becomes a dependent clause. (See, now it NEEDS something more to become a complete thought.)

Because he ran to the store.

Since he ran to the store

Before he ran to the store

When he ran to the store

If he ran to the store


After he ran to the store.

A dependent clause standing alone is a fragment. Turn it into a complete sentence by adding an independent clause to it.

He was late for work because he ran to the store (OR Because he ran to the store, he was late for work.)
He put on his tennis shoes before he ran to the store.

PRACTICE WITH CLAUSES

 3a. Mark I for impendent clause and “D” for dependent clause”

	1. _____Because Nicole speaks German

2. _____Unless you open the door

3. _____She wants to go, too

4. _____If you want to see better

5. _____Until Zach gets here


	6. _____As long as you’re here

7. _____When the time comes

8. _____Such as lamps and drapes

9. _____Since you won the contest

10. _____When you know the answer




3b. Mark “I” for independent clause and “D” for a dependent clause.  IF the clause is independent, and therefore a complete sentence, capitalize the first letter and put a period at the end. IF the clause is dependent, and therefore a fragment, add an independent clause to make it a complete sentence and put a period at the end.

1. _____   ___________________________ we went to the movies

2. _____   ___________________________ since I am a student

3. _____   ___________________________ he and I are married

4. _____   ___________________________ because some people prefer Pepsi

5. _____   ___________________________ although she is a fast runner

6. _____   ___________________________ before they moved to Texas

7. _____   ___________________________ if it is a good place to shop

8. _____   ___________________________ the gym is awesome

9. _____   ___________________________ before it snowed

10. _____   ___________________________ after she sprained her ankle

4. When a dependent clause comes at the beginning of a sentence, it is followed by a comma. (just like THIS sentence!)

A dependent clause may come at the beginning of as sentence or at the end.  When it comes at the beginning, ALWAYS separate it from the independent clause with a comma.

Examples: 

When Thad spoke, the class was silent.

Before Nick came to the basketball team, no one won.

Since you asked, Stacy will tell you.

Practice 4a

Instructions: Place a comma in each sentence if it is necessary. Also, underline the independent clause.

1. Because it is not snowing, we cannot go skiing!

2. While you wait you may read a magazine.

3. I am pleased that you were able to make it.

4. If you want to go you will have to buy a ticket.

5. When he left the room was dark.

6. Since she moved to Hoffman Estates she changed.

7. We want to go even if you don’t want us to go.

5.  Every sentence must have at least one independent clause.

Don’t let a dependent clause stand alone.  That’s a fragment.  Add an independent clause to make it into a complete sentence.  An independent clause is the main idea, a complete thought. It can be a complete sentence in itself.  A dependent clause serves only to further the meaning. 

Practice 5a. 

Underline the independent clause in each of the following sentences…

1. Even though there is enough time, I feel rushed.

2. Unless you work harder, you will receive a poor grade.

3. As long as we are friends, I am happy. 

4. The party will begin as soon as Justin arrives.

5. You must know Schwaller to understand soccer.

6. If I am nominated, I will run for class president.

7. I didn’t like olives until I had them on pizza.

8. She smiled when she saw her brother.
DON’T FORGET:

*The subordinators (how you can tell if it’s a dependent clause): because, since, though, although, if, as if, where, unless, as soon as, whereas, in order that, when, whenever, while, before, after, as, until, so that, as long as, such as, provided that, during.
*Make sure every sentence has a subject and a verb.

*Don’t mistake an –ing word for the complete verb.

*Make sure very sentence has at least  one independent clause.

COMMA SPLICE 
IS the following sentence punctuated correctly?          I went to the store, I bought milk.
(circle one)       YES, it looks just dandy to me

NO, what were you THINKING, Ms. G?!

And the correct answer is…..__________________

The above sentence, “I went to the store, I bought milk” is an example of a comma splice!
I know, I know… you’re wondering, “WHY, Mr. Romano, and what does that mean, anyway?!?!”

The answer is actually quite simple… the above statement, which is separated by a comma, needs MORE than just a comma.  The “sentence” consists of not one but TWO complete thoughts, otherwise known as *INDEPENDENT CLAUSES.  Each SIDE of the comma can stand on its own. (SEE?  I went to the store.  I bought milk.) As a result, they need to be separated with a comma and conjunction, a period, OR a SEMICOLON!!!!  (See, I TOLD you grammar was fun and EXCITING!!!!)  Without these devices, the above is a run-on sentence.

Comma splices join two complete sentences with a comma (making it a run-on).                          When you use a comma to connect two independent clauses, it must be accompanied by a little conjunction (and, but, for, nor, yet, or, so) Otherwise, use a semicolon, or period!
So how do I know if I have a comma splice? Understanding Clauses…

So just what is a CLAUSE?  _______________________________________________________

Dependent ones have SUBORDINATORS (examples: 






)

And *INDEPENDENT CLAUSES can stand on their own.

	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
	DEPENDENT CLAUSE

	I finished my homework

We went to the baseball game
	Although I finished my homework

Because we went to the baseball game


To test a phrase to see if it can stand on its own, see if it works as a yes/no question; if it DOES, it is independent!

	WORD GROUP
	YES/NO QUESTION
	PHRASE/INDEPENDENT CLAUSE/DEPENDENT CLAUSE

	walked to the store
	Did walk to the store?
	phrase

	Harry walked to the store
	Did Harry walk to the store?
	independent clause

	where Harry walked
	Did where Harry walked?
	dependent clause


	Comma Splice, Run-on
	Correct sentence

	I left my bag in my locker, I forgot my books at home
	I left my bag in my locker, and I forgot my books at home.

	Ms. Gebel thought the plane was on fire, it was just the sun.
	Ms. Gebel thought the plane was on fire, but it was just the sun.

	He often watched TV when there were only reruns, she preferred to read instead
	He often watched TV when there were only reruns; she preferred to read instead


Examples/You try….Check it out.

Correct or Incorrect? 

Instructions: Mark “correct” if a statement is correct and write “comma splice,” if it is not. (Then correct and REWRITE IT!)

______1. Ms. Gebel thought the plane was on fire, it was just the sun.

______2. His ex-girlfriend never forgets anything, she even remembers things that happened over five 

    years ago.

_______3. Even though the semester is almost over, the teacher does not know my name; she confuses 

      me with other students.

_______4.  I believe that the teacher has been grading me unfairly, all she does is look for minor 

        mistakes.

_______5. Ms. Gebel’s dog leapt from the ledge twelve feet up, it gracefully landed on the ground.

_______6. Kim sat on the bleachers and cheered for the team, and Kendall waved to her as she vigorously 

      defended the goal.

_______7. Beth learned the song on the piano, she chose to never play it.

_______8. After the sixth inning, Rob went home, his family stayed.

_______9. Judy leads a charmed life, she never seems to have a serious accident.

_______10. The show begins at 7:30; make sure you're there before 7:15.

_______11. I went to the store and bought milk.

_______12. We wanted to see the Dave Mathews Band, but we forgot to buy tickets when they went on 

         sale.



PRACTICE  (As taken from YOUR “EVIL” ESSAYS!)

Mark “C” for Correct and “I” for incorrect.  If it’s incorrect, you must fix it.

1. ____
I can’t tell you the answer but I can tell you what I believe to be true.

2. ____ 
This was not evil, there cannot be any evil in war.

3. ____  
I think evil can be both people and actions; it just depends on the situation.

4. ____ 
We sometimes say someone is evil if they do something mean but we don’t really think  
          
about it.

5. ____
Evil is hurting someone when they are weak, evil is not a person hurting someone 
        
 accidentally.


6. ____
She did nothing wrong, and she was stoned to death.

7. ____ 
His family didn’t love Uncle Basil, they loved his money.
8. ____ 
Evil does not exist because they did not end the tradition, and continued to stone their 
 
own people. 
9. ____   
The story “The Lottery” is about a woman who doesn’t speak up, and gets killed.
Semicolon

*Use a semicolon between two independent clauses closely related in thought and not joined by (BOYSFAN) but, or, yet, so,  for, and, nor 
*Use a semicolon between two independent clauses joined by a conjunctive adverb or a transitional expression.
	Common Conjunctive Adverbs

accordingly 
  however        moreover

besides 
  indeed           nevertheless

consequently     instead          otherwise

furthermore
  meanwhile    therefore
	Common Transitional Expressions

as a result
   for instance
      in other words

for example
   in fact                 that is




    Example:  The snowfall made travel difficult; nevertheless, we arrived home safely.

    Example:  Grammar lessons can be rather boring; in fact, most of you are asleep right now.
*Use a semicolon between items in a series if the items contain commas.

 Example:  The president of the club assigned the following people to chair  the various committees:  John Starks, planning; Becky Hill, membership; Louis Frank, accounting; and Ann Young,  marketing.  

Using a Semicolon 

If you do not use a joining word between sentences, then you must use a semicolon (;). 

A semicolon is like a period in that it makes a full stop between sentences. However, there is a difference. If you use a period, you have begun a new sentence and must capitalize the first word after the period. If you use a semicolon, you have put both sentences together into one, and you do not capitalize the first word after the semicolon, unless it requires capitalization for some other reason.

Examples: Alison went to the library to study; Jennifer went to the gym.

We missed our flight; our tickets had been stolen.

Sometimes the connection between the two sentences may seem too abrupt if only a semicolon is used. In that case, you may wish to use a semicolon with a conjunctive adverb. (Note that a comma is used after the conjunctive adverb.) 

Examples: Alison went to the library to study; meanwhile, Jennifer went to the gym.

The driver was exhausted; as a result, he fell asleep at the wheel.

If you attempt to join sentences without using either of these two correct methods, you will have a run-on sentence, which is a serious error in sentence structure.

Examples: 
(a) The driver was exhausted he fell asleep at the wheel.
Error: The two sentences have simply been run together with no join of any sort. (This type of error is called a fused run-on.)

(b) Alison went to the library to study and Jennifer went to the gym.
Error: The conjunction and has been used without a comma.
(c) We missed our flight, our tickets had been stolen.
Error: A comma has been used without a conjunction. The comma should be replaced with a semicolon, or a conjunction should be added. (This type of run-on is called a comma splice.)
(d) The driver was exhausted, as a result he fell asleep at the wheel.

Error: Here is another example of a comma splice. A comma has been used with a conjunctive adverb; the comma should be replaced with a semicolon, or a conjunction should be added. 
Exercise One:  Identify any run-ons in the following sentences, and correct them by inserting a proper join. Two sentences are correct.

1. My twin brother Mark and I are both tall, slender blondes and look very much alike, however any resemblance between us ends there. 

2. Mark is an avid sportsman he likes to ski, golf, jog, and play tennis. 

3. In contrast, I am entirely non-athletic, my daily exercise is walking between the house and the bus stop. 

4. Mark is a health nut; he eats only vegetarian meals low in fat and he never eats junk. 

5. However, I love all kinds of junk food, in fact, I could survive on a steady diet of chocolate, potato chips, and pop. 

6. When he is not being physically active, Mark likes to spend his quiet time reading and writing poetry. 

7. I spend my quiet time watching television or talking on the phone to my friends but I hardly ever open a book or a magazine. 

8. Mark is an introvert, therefore he likes activities that he can do by himself. 

9. I, on the other hand, am an extrovert so I have plenty of friends who unfortunately distract me from solitary pursuits like reading and studying! 

10. To those who know us, Mark and I are incredibly different; it is hard to believe that we are twins. 
Commas
· Use commas to separate items in a series.  EX:  At the picnic we enjoyed hot dogs, potato salad, and marshmallows.  Your EX:

· Use a comma to separate two or more adjectives preceding a noun.

EX:  Billy was an exegetic, mischievous lad.



To test when to use a comma in such situations, use one of these tests:




If you can place the word and between the two adjectives






- - or - -




If you can switch the order of the two adjectives, then use the comma.

Your EX:

· Use a comma to set off non-essential clauses and non-essential participle phrases.

EX:  Robert Brill, who lives across the street, graduated from Loras College three years ago.

EX:  The man who lives across the street graduated from Loras College three years ago.

Your EX:

· Use commas to set off contrasting and non-essential phrases and clauses.

EX:  He purchased the sports jacket, not the suit he had intended to buy, when he went to the mall.

Your EX:

· Use a comma to set off contrasting and non-essential phrases and clauses at the end of a sentence.

EX:  This test will cover the book we studied, not the film we saw after discussing it.

Your EX:

· Use commas to set off an appositive (a phrase or clause that helps to identify the noun that immediately precedes it).

EX:  Rich Siebeck, the Bison quarterback, received offers from many colleges.

Your EX:

· Use a comma to set off an introductory word or phrase (exclamation, participle phrase, series of prepositional phrases, or subordinate clause.

EX:  No, you can’t go.

EX:  Looking at the bare refrigerator, Robert decided to go out for dinner.

EX:  At the end of the game, the crowd surged for the exits.

EX:  When she heard the news, Anna let out a cry of joy.

Your EX:

Use a comma to indicate omitted words or phrases.

EX:  I ate the butterscotch sundae; and Judith, the hot fudge.

Your EX:

Use a comma when necessary for clarity.

EX:  In April, May bought a house.          Your EX:

Where should I put the commas?!
1.  When I dance I leave all my worries at the door.

2. These things may not worry you but I am really concerned.

3. At this time I’m playing three instruments.

4. My friends are the best and I spend a lot of time with them.

5. Through my eyes I see myself changing. 

6. Since I don’t have time during the week between school and sports I only hang out on the weekends.

7. This is a lot but I am not complaining because I know that almost everyone else my age has the same amount of time devoted to school.

8. English is a fun challenging class.

9. In my paper I put things that represent me.

10. Since I don’t play sports everyday “athlete” is not a major part of my identity.

11.  I like the way I am and I really don’t care what other people think of me.

12. I got up for school and found my bag homework and notebook but could not find my shoes!

13.  No you may not stay out until midnight.

14.  I went to the story and bought orange juice milk and butter but I forgot the bread.


First read the directions then mark in 19 missing commas on this sheet.
1.  After my mom yelled at me about my room I didn't feel like going out with my friends.

2.  On September 11 2001 we heard one of the most disturbing announcements at school.


3.  They said History French and Science are still open.

4.  Too much money of course can spoil a child.

5.  My nose which is very sensitive itches whenever I go by the perfume counter.

6.  You must study in college or you will not do well.

7.  Cable television it seems to me is changing the nature of home entertainment.


8.  He watered the plants fed the dog and cleaned the kitchen for his mom yesterday.

9.  After standing at my boyfriend’s locker for 10 minutes I just said “Forget him.”

10. Mrs. Giordano started to assign homework but then decided her students wouldn’t appreciate it over the weekend.
Get additional practice with these online quizzes at http://www.chompchomp.com/exercises.htm
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Verb Tense Consistency

Controlling Shifts in Verb Tense

Writing often involves telling stories. Sometimes we narrate a story as our main purpose in writing; sometimes we include brief anecdotes or hypothetical scenarios as illustrations or reference points in an essay. Even an essay that does not explicitly tell a story involves implied time frames for the actions discussed and states described. Changes in verb tense help readers understand the temporal relationships among various narrated events. But unnecessary or inconsistent shifts in tense can cause confusion. Generally, writers maintain one tense for the main discourse and indicate changes in time frame by changing tense relative to that primary tense, which is usually either simple past or simple present. Even apparently non-narrative writing should employ verb tenses consistently and clearly.

Guideline: Do not shift from one tense to another if the time frame for each action or state is the same.

Examples:

1. The ocean contains rich minerals that washed down from rivers and streams.

Contains is present tense, referring to a current state; washed down is past, but should be present (wash down) because the minerals are currently continuing to wash down.

Corrected: The ocean contains rich minerals that wash down from rivers and streams. 

2. About noon the sky darkened, a breeze sprang up, and a low rumble announces the approaching storm.

Darkened and sprang up are past tense verbs; announces is present but should be past (announced) to maintain consistency within the time frame.

Corrected: About noon the sky darkened, a breeze sprang up, and a low rumble announced the approaching storm.

3. Yesterday we had walked to school but later rode the bus home.

Had walked is past perfect tense but should be past to maintain consistency within the time frame (yesterday); rode is past, referring to an action completed before the current time frame.

Corrected: Yesterday we walked to school but later rode the bus home.

Guideline: Do shift tense to indicate a change in time frame from one action or state to another.

Examples:

1. The children love their new tree house, which they built themselves. 

Love is present tense, referring to a current state (they still love it now;) built is past, referring to an action completed before the current time frame (they are not still building it.)

2. Before they even began deliberations, many jury members had reached a verdict.

Began is past tense, referring to an action completed before the current time frame; had reached is past perfect, referring to action from a time frame before that of another past event (the action of reaching was completed before the action of beginning.)

3. Workers are installing extra loudspeakers because the music in tonight's concert will need amplification.

Are installing is present progressive, referring to an ongoing action in the current time frame (the workers are still installing, and have not finished;) will need is future, referring to action expected to begin after the current time frame (the concert will start in the future, and that's when it will need amplification.)

Controlling Shifts in a Paragraph or Essay

General guideline: Establish a primary tense for the main discourse, and use occasional shifts to other tenses to indicate changes in time frame.

Hints:

Rely on past tense to narrate events and to refer to an author or an author's ideas as historical entities (biographical information about a historical figure or narration of developments in an author's ideas over time). 

Use present tense to state facts, to refer to perpetual or habitual actions, and to discuss your own ideas or those expressed by an author in a particular work. Also use present tense to describe action in a literary work, movie, or other fictional narrative. Occasionally, for dramatic effect, you may wish to narrate an event in present tense as though it were happening now. If you do, use present tense consistently throughout the narrative, making shifts only where appropriate. 

Future action may be expressed in a variety of ways, including the use of will, shall, is going to, are about to, tomorrow and other adverbs of time, and a wide range of contextual cues. 

Sample paragraphs

The main tense in this first sample is past. Tense shifts are inappropriate and are indicated in bold.

The gravel crunched and spattered beneath the wheels of the bus as it swung into the station. Outside the window, shadowy figures peered at the bus through the darkness. Somewhere in the crowd, two, maybe three, people were waiting for me: a woman, her son, and possibly her husband. I could not prevent my imagination from churning out a picture of them, the town, and the place I will soon call home. Hesitating a moment, I rise from my seat, these images flashing through my mind. (adapted from a narrative)

Inappropriate shifts from past to present, such as those that appear in the above paragraph, are sometimes hard to resist. The writer becomes drawn into the narrative and begins to relive the event as an ongoing experience. The inconsistency should be avoided, however. In the sample, will should be would, and rise should be rose.

The main tense in this second sample is present. Tense shifts--all appropriate--are indicated in bold.

A dragonfly rests on a branch overhanging a small stream this July morning. It is newly emerged from brown nymphal skin. As a nymph, it crept over the rocks of the stream bottom, feeding first on protozoa and mites, then, as it grew larger, on the young of other aquatic insects. Now an adult, it will feed on flying insects and eventually will mate. The mature dragonfly is completely transformed from the drab creature that once blended with underwater sticks and leaves. Its head, thorax, and abdomen glitter; its wings are iridescent in the sunlight. (adapted from an article in the magazine Wilderness)

This writer uses the present tense to describe the appearance of a dragonfly on a particular July morning. However, both past and future tenses are called for when she refers to its previous actions and to its predictable activity in the future.

Tense Consistency Exercises  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/index.htm.
A. Recognizing Shifts in Sentences:  Check the following sentences for confusing shifts in tense. If the tense of each underlined verb expresses the time relationship accurately, write S (satisfactory). If a shift in tense is not appropriate, write U (unsatisfactory) and make necessary changes. In most cases with an inappropriate shift, there is more than one way to correct the inconsistency. Reading the sentences aloud will help you recognize differences in time.

___ 1. If the club limited its membership, it will have to raise its dues.

___ 2. While Barbara puts in her contact lenses, the telephone rang.

___ 3. Thousands of people will see the art exhibit by the time it closes.

___ 4. By the time negotiations began, many pessimists have expressed doubt about them.

___ 5. After Capt. James Cook visited Alaska on his third voyage, he is killed by Hawaiian islanders in 1779.

___ 6. I was terribly disappointed with my grade because I studied very hard.

___ 7. The moderator asks for questions as soon as the speaker has finished.

___ 8. Everyone hopes the plan would work.

___ 9. Harry wants to show his friends the photos he took last summer.

___ 10. Scientists predict that the sun will die in the distant future.

___ 11. The boy insisted that he has paid for the candy bars.

___ 12. The doctor suggested bed rest for the patient, who suffers from a bad cold.

 B. Completing Sentences:  Complete these sentences, using the tense suggested.

1. We stand patiently, hoping that ____________________. (use future tense)

2. Advertisers seem to believe that ______________________. (use present tense)

3. By the time the fog lifted, ___________________________. (use past perfect tense)

4. We will leave for Florida as soon as __________________. (use present tense)

5. One student keeps repeating what __________________. (use present perfect tense)

6. Yesterday our track team competed in a meet that ___________________. (use past tense)

7. Before the crew paves a driveway, they always ____________________. (use present tense [habitual action])

8. Before the crew paves the driveway, they ______________________. (use future tense [one-time action])

9. By the time the letter arrives, _____________________. (use future perfect tense)

10. When the final report is published, _____________________. (use future tense)

C. Completing Paragraphs

In the following passage from Alex Haley's Roots, some of the verbs have been deliberately omitted. Supply the appropriate tense for each missing verb, the plain form of which is given in parentheses.

In Banjuh, the capital of Gambia, I met with a group of Gambians. They __(tell)___ me how for centuries the history of Africa has been preserved. In the older villages of the back country, there are old men called griots, who __(be)__ in effect living archives. Such men ___(memorize)_____ and, on special occasions, _(recite)____ the cumulative histories of clans or families or villages as those histories __(have)____ long been told. Since my forefather _(have)___ said his name was Kin-tay (properly spelled Kinte), and since the Kinte clan __(be)___ known in Gambia, the group of Gambians would see what they could do to help me. I was back in New York when a registered letter __(arrive)___ from Gambia.

Word ____(have)___ been passed in the back country, and a griot of the Kinte clan _(have)____ , indeed, been found. His name, the letter said, __(be)__ Kebba Kanga Fofana. I __(return)___ to Gambia and __(organize)_____ a safari to locate him.

D. Controlling Shifts in Paragraphs

Although the main tense in the following paragraph is past, the writer correctly shifts to present tense twice. Find these two verbs in present tense. If you encounter difficulty, try reading the paragraph aloud.

The Iroquois Indians of the Northeast regularly burned land to increase open space for agriculture. In fact, the early settlers of Boston found so few trees that they had to row out to the islands in the harbor to obtain fuel. Just how far north this practice extended is uncertain, but the Saco River in southern Maine appears to have been the original northern boundary of the agricultural clearings. Then, pressured by European settlement, the Iroquois extended their systematic burning far northward, even into the Maritime Provinces of Canada. (abridged from Hay and Farb, The Atlantic Shore)

Read the following paragraph through, and determine the main tense. Then reread it and circle the three verbs that shift incorrectly from the main tense.

For the past seven years, I have called myself a swimmer. Swimming, my one sport, provides a necessary outlet for my abundant energy. I have always drawn satisfaction from exertion, straining my muscles to their limits. I don't know why pushing forward in the water, as my muscles cried out in pain, sets off a booming cheer in my head. Many times when I rounded the turn for the last lap of a race, my complaining muscles want to downshift and idle to the finish. My mind, however, presses the pedal to the floor and yells, "FASTER!" The moment that I touched the wall my muscles relax; the pain subsides. I am pleased to have passed the point of conflict. (adapted from Brendon MacLean, "Harder!")

You will notice several shifts in tense in the following paragraph describing action in a fictional narrative. Find the six faulty shifts in tense.

In "The Use of Force" William Carlos Williams describes a struggle involving a doctor, two parents, and their young daughter. The doctor must obtain a throat culture from the girl, who was suspected of having diphtheria. This ordinarily simple task is hindered by the frightened and uncooperative patient, Mathilda Olson. Adding to the doctor's difficulties were the parents, who had to struggle with their own conflicting emotions. They want their daughter helped, but they did not trust the doctor to do the right thing. Sensitive to the parents' uncertainty, the doctor became more and more frustrated by Mathilda's resistance. Williams gives considerable attention to how each of the Olsons react, but it is clear that his main interest was in the doctor and his responses. (adapted from a student essay)

Brought to you by the Purdue University Online Writing Lab.

WRITING

How dialogue should LOOK...
In your paper, if you a conversation taking place between two people, you need to

 *START A NEW LINE AND INDENT every time a new speaker begins. 

*Place periods and commas within quotation marks!
Example 1:

“Math was so boring,” Jayson whined to Bernardo.

Pliska asked Katie, “Do we have any homework?”

“Yesterday afternoon we watched a listening test,” Ms. Gebel explained. “Next week, we will do an editing test.”

You turn to try:

The rain kept me up for four hours  boomed Spencer

Juan turned to Justin and whispered  Can I borrow a pencil   

I didn’t get any sleep last night  Ronnie complained to Jeff.  I was working on my truck for hours

Example 2:

Stephanie and Stacy raced into the room and wailed,  “Ms. Gebel, are we going to have homework tonight? Please don’t give us any homework! We have so much to do!

“Yeah” piped Kuh.  “Let’s not have any homework tonight!”

“Can we just do nothing today?” Michael Joe groaned.

“You have two essays to write tonight,” Ms. Gebel teased.

“What?!?” the class retorted, horrified.

“I’m kidding, you guys! Relax! If we work in class this hour,” Ms. Gebel announced, “there will be no homework tonight.”
Your turn to try:



Tiffany ran into the room, beaming, and exclaimed  Guess what?  

What  asked Jennie and Nikki

I aced my math test!  Tiffany explained

Congratulations  shouted Anamaria  I’m proud of you

Thanks Tiffany replied

Example 3:
“What are you doing,” asked Matt.


“Watching TV,” I replied.  What did he think I was doing? Man, I only have two days a week where I don’t have practice; I just want to RELAX!


“Want to come over later?” 


“I suppose…. after the next four shows end, I guess.” Oh, man.  Now I’m stuck going over to his house; I hate hanging out there! He doesn’t have cable, x-box, or any good music. I mumbled, “I’ll see you in two hours.”


“Great! I’ll see you then. We can play with my G.I. Joes!”


“Great…” Oh, gee. I can’t wait, Matt. 


Your turn to try:


Hi  Mantas whispered


What up ‘G  Nick replied


What's up   Mantas whispered once again


Why are you whispering   Nick asked.  Can't he just talk? Why is he being so dramatic? Maybe I should play along Ha! That would be funny…. This time Nick whispered Aw dude, I just lost my voice, ahhhhhhh. I can’t talk, either. 


I just had surgery on my vocal chords and can't talk for two weeks. 


TWO WEEKS?!  Nick screeched   Man, straight up, that's crazy, yo! Although I bet Ms. Gebel’s class will be a bit more quiet this week and next! 




accused

corrected

marveled

screamed

added

coughed


mimicked

shot

addressed
cried


moaned


shouted

admitted
croaked


mumbled


shrieked

advised

crowed


murmured

shrilled

agreed




mused


sighed

announced
dared


muttered

smiled

answered
decided





smirked

approved
declared

nagged


snapped

argued

demanded

nodded


snarled

asked

denied


noted


sneered

assured

described




sneezed



doubted


objected

snickered

babbled

drawled


observed

sniffed

barked

echoed


offered


sniffled

bawled

ended


ordered


snorted

beamed

exclaimed




sobbed

began

explained

piped


spoke

begged




pleaded


sputtered

bellowed
finished

pondered

squeaked

bet

fretted


praised


stammered

bleated




prayed


started

blurted

gasped


promised

stated

boasted

gibed


proposed

stormed

boomed

giggled


protested

stuttered

bragged

greeted


put in


suggested

broke in
groaned


puzzled


surmised

bubbled

growled

bugged

grumbled

quavered

taunted



guessed


queried


teased

called

gulped


questioned

tempted

cautioned
gurgled


quipped


tested

chatted




quoted


theorized

chattered
hinted





thought

cheered

hissed


ranted


told

chided

hypothesized

reasoned

chimed in



reassured

urged

choked

imitated

recalled

chortled
implied


reckoned

vowed

chorused
informed

remarked

chuckled
inquired

remembered

wailed

clucked

insisted

reminded

warned

coaxed

interjected

repeated

went on

commanded
interrupted

replied


wept

commented



requested

whimpered

complained
jeered


responded

whined

concluded
jested


retorted

whispered

confessed
joked


roared


wondered

confided






worried

congratulated
laughed


sang

continued
lied


sassed


yawned

convinced
lisped


scolded


yelled



MEL stands for Main Idea, Evidence, Link

The writing process involves prewriting, composing, evaluating, revising, and finally editing.  MEL is simply an EASY way for you to remember the important steps of writing a strong BODY PARAGRAPH – on any topic!!
M - Main Idea (your argument or claim) 

This is what you intend to prove in your paragraph stated in a very direct and concise way. (keep it simple!!) 
· Should answer question posed in one sentence—rearranging

· Should NOT start in “yes” or “no” (even though you are answering a question!)

· Should state the response in one sentence using words such as DOES or DOES NOT

· Should NOT end in a colon

· Should not be wordy

E - Evidence (example)
This is how you will prove your Main Idea.  Use “One time” examples, facts, reasons or quotes to prove the point you have stated you will prove – in other words, be specific! Be complete! Stick to your point! You must also make certain that this information moves along smoothly with TRANSITIONS. (See additional list!)
· Should always be prefaced by a transition 
· Should prove only the main idea – nothing else

· Should use information observed or measured (by your or someone else.) ** QUOTES would fit in this category!

· Should not be choppy

· Should not ignore important evidence which could disprove main idea

· Define words that are not clear

L -Link (explanation)
This explains what your evidence has proven about your MAIN IDEA in one concise sentence (or two) and/or the Link is where you tell your reader what you have learned about writing this paragraph.
· Should answer the question WHY

· Could move the reader beyond the main idea

· Should not repeat main idea word-for-word.

CON – Conclusion (wrap-up!)  The last sentence of the paragraph should be a conclusion; a sentence that wraps everything up and gives your paragraph closure.  This should once again stress (but reword) your first claim or main idea.
· Should summarize information presented in paragraph

· Should restate main idea

· Should begin with a transition

· Should not oppose what you have already stated.

EXAMPLE MEL-CON Paragraph  (Underlined phrase = transition)

MEL-CON PARAGRAPHS

A Graphic Organizer to help you write the best paragraphs possible

	M = Main Idea  (topic sentence)           L = Links (Your explanation of how the example links to or supports the main idea)

E = Evidence / Example  (facts)           Con = Concluding Statement  (recap / summary)


_______________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                


                 M

_______________________________________________________________________________              Topic

                                                                                                                                           



           Sentence


(insert transition to 1st example here)                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                

​​​​​






 (insert transition to 2nd example)








(insert transition to 3rd example)









(insert transition to conclusion)



       



MEL-CON PARAGRAPHS

A Graphic Organizer to help you write the best paragraphs possible

	M = Main Idea  (topic sentence)          L = Links (Your explanation of how the example links

                                                                                                      to or supports the main idea)

E = Evidence / Example  (facts)           Con = Concluding Statement  (recap / summary)


____________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                M

____________________________________________________________________     Topic

                                                                                                                                         Sentence


                                                                       (transition to 1st example)                                 E

                                                                                                                                                

​​​​​






                                                                      (transition to 2nd example)









                                                                       (transition to 3rd example)








                                                                       (transition to conclusion)



Quote Notes from PowerPoint:  “You Can Quote Me On It”
I. A quote must be something a character in a story ACTUALLY says.   True or False?

II. Any piece of text that is directly _____________ from a story…it does not have to only be when a person in the story speaks. There are two kinds of quotes.

1.


2.

III. When no one is talking…

Here’s an example…let’s take a quote from “The Necklace”


What do I have to do to put this in a paper?

She grieved incessantly, feeling that she had been born for all the little niceties and luxuries of living

1.  Add _________________…yep, raise that little pen and put them in their 
appropriate spot.  Since no one is talking, you simply add a set of quotation marks to show 

that the words aren’t yours; you borrowed them.
2.  Add _________________ You can’t just throw the quote in your paragraph…you need 
to introduce the quote.  Tell WHEN and WHERE in the story this happened and WHO the quote will discuss.  
3.  Add the page number.  This happened on page 3.  How do I show this?  What piece of 

punctuation leaves?  What is added?  Tell the person next to you.
4.  Now why is your quote important?  How does it prove your main idea?  Write the link.


Here’s another example:


What do we do if the quote—from page 162—is already in quotes?




It’s embarrassing not to have a jewel or a gem

1.  First, use ____________________ where the double marks exist in the text.

2.  Then, place the speaking quote into quotation marks.

3.  Then introduce the speaker.  Tell me WHO is talking, including when & where.


4.  Provide a link to show its importance or relevance.
What IS a thesis? 
[image: image2.wmf]
A thesis is NOT the whole essay; a thesis is the main idea, often expressed in a single sentence.
Think of your thesis as the answer to your research question.  Remember the question you had approved oh-so-long-ago?  That’s the answer you are looking for.  Think of your paper as the answer’s defense, with each body paragraph offering new support.

EXAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS
       


In terms of your papers, your thesis statement should be the first or last sentence of your introductory paragraph, and it should ANSWER THE QUESTION you chose to address.  The rest of your introduction should not give away all your support that you will provide in the rest of the paper.  It should merely set up the topic and give any general information the reader needs to know.

Remember, a thesis statement is just that—a statement, NOT a collection of sentences.

***Every paragraph in your paper has it’s own mini thesis at the beginning known as a topic sentence. Every topic paragraph should clearly support your thesis!***

Some Other Important Notes

If you paid attention to the directions for this paper, you know that this paper is going to be written in the THIRD PERSON OBJECTIVE POINT OF VIEW, which means you CANNOT use the following words anywhere in your paper (unless they appear in a quote!): I, me, my, mine, us, we, our, you, your (and any I’m forgetting!)—not even in your thesis. You CAN show your opinion without saying “I think…”.  Just by merely stating something in your paper, it is your opinion.    (    
Good thesis, Bad thesis…

Read through the following statements and decide which thesis statements are strong compare/contrast thesis statements and which need work.  Write a  ( if it’s good, a (  if it’s a problem..

	1. 
	
	Even in books or stories, everyone has a hope or aspiration they want to meet. Everybody has a dream.

	
	
	

	2. 
	
	These two families are different and the same in how they deal with their surroundings and what measures they have to take to make sure they’re safe.

	
	
	

	3. 
	
	You will find out that even characters in books have the same things in common with you.

	
	
	

	4. 
	
	Environment, family and attitude towards dreams determine whether of not they’ll be reached or crushed.  The characters in A Raisin in the Sun, let these factors defeat them, but I am able to achieve them because of assistance.

	
	
	

	5. 
	
	I have the freedom to choose my own dreams and follow through with the support of my family while the characters in  A Raisin in the Sun may have the freedom to choose their own drams but don’t have the support of their family to follow through with them.

	
	
	

	6. 
	
	They do have some similar frustrations but they differ.

	
	
	

	7. 
	
	The dreams of the people in A Raisin in the Sun, There are No Children Here, and in my life are alike and different, because we all want to do something with our lives, whether it is successful or not successful.

	
	
	

	8. 
	
	 Even though we may have the same dreams for the future, my family’s dreams will be easier to achieve than the characters in the books because we face less racism and a better environment.

	
	
	

	9. 
	
	Let’s compare the lifestyle of Pharaoh and Lafayette in “There are No Children Here” to mine or yours.

	
	
	

	10. 
	
	Without money, none of the Youngers dreams will come true.

	
	
	

	11. 
	
	I am convinced that the dreams in my family are not all that different from the dreams of the family in A Raisin in the Sun. 

	
	
	

	12. 
	
	Even though LaJoe, Beneatha and I believe in following our dreams we have different goals and motivations.

	
	
	

	13. 
	
	Although both of these books are set in different times and different places, overall the women in these novels face the same struggles. 


Paragraph 1. Introduction: attention-getter, thesis

Paragraph 2. Body Paragraph 1; reason 1  -- at least 1 quote from the story

Paragraph 3. Body Paragraph 2; reason 2 -- at least 1 quote from the story

Paragraph 4. Body Paragraph 3; reason 3 -- at least 1 quote from the story

Paragraph 5. Conclusion: summary, “food-for-thought”
Introduction:

Attention Getter:________________________________________________________________

Thesis________________________________________________________________________

   EX: Of Mice and Men teaches that friendship is important because of reason 1, reason 2, reason 3

I. TOPIC SENTENCE ______________________________________________________(reason 1) 
· Example 1_________________________________________________________________
· Example 2_________________________________________________________________
· Example 3_________________________________________________________________
II. TOPIC SENTENCE _____________________________________________________(reason 2)                  
· Example 1_________________________________________________________________
· Example 2_________________________________________________________________
· Example 3_________________________________________________________________
III. TOPIC SENTENCE ____________________________________________________(reason 3)                    
· Example 1_________________________________________________________________
· Example 2_________________________________________________________________
· Example 3_________________________________________________________________
Conclusion: 

Thesis revisited__________________________________________________________________

“Food for thought”_________________________________________________________
Writing Effective Introductions

START BROAD, GET NARROW 

(The upside-down triangle!)

--Attention-Getter, Provide Background about stories, End in Thesis--

Effective introductions do two basic things--grab the reader's interest and let the reader know what is to come. This is why effective introductions usually incorporate the thesis statement and lead up to that statement with one of a variety of hooks. The hook you select will have a lot to do with the purpose of the essay you are writing. The following are a variety of techniques you can use as hooks in your introduction.  Remember, the LAST SENTENCE of your introduction paragraph is your THESIS.
1.  Telling a story = anecdotes

2.  Make a claim…share a statistic or startling piece of info
3.  Quotation
4.  Reference to the situation with background or historical info
5.  Negate the opposition

6.  Share importance of the topic or a Statement of purpose

7.  Try to identify with audience

8.   Making a Comparison

Short Narrative or Anecdote

This type of hook tells a short descriptive story illustrating the point you will be trying to make. This type of hook is particularly effective in persuasive essays because it allows the writer to use vivid description, which appeals to the senses and emotions of the reader. The reader experiences the horror or delight of the subject of the narrative and, therefore, has already begun to be open to your arguments. For example, if you wish to convince your readers that laws requiring children to wear helmets while riding bicycles should be more strictly enforced, you might describe in vivid detail an innocent child who suffered brain damage or who died gruesomely as a result of not wearing a helmet. The more vivid the detail, the more sympathetic the reader will be to your cause. Logic will be needed to support your claim, but the emotional appeal that the short descriptive narrative makes your readers more receptive to reading what you have to say. 

Startling Statistic

One of the problems that many writers face is how to get their readers to feel that the information or opinions presented are pertinent or relevant to their readers. Using startling statistics can help solve that problem. Many people feel that any number of life's crises cannot or will not happen to them. Bad things happen to other people--not us. Making startling statistics personally relevant can open readers' minds to the possibility of tragedy hitting home and , thus, make readers more receptive to your message. For example, stating that "four billion people are diagnosed with HIV" is startling; however, stating that in any given college classroom, statistically "one in every four students will be diagnosed HIV positive," is a much more personally relevant statistic. They are the sort of statements which make one stop and ponder--and want to read more. 

Quotation Lead

Drawing upon the insightful words of famous writers or other celebrities can prove an effective way to get a reader's attention. By borrowing upon the credibility of the world renowned, a writer's own credibility is enhanced. Using a quotation lead can help enhance a writer's credibility and/ or connect readers with the familiar. Both of these benefits help writers to hook readers, getting them to read on. However, in order to be effective, a writer must select a well-known quotation or one, which is particularly insightful. Saying "Joe Blow said..." just doesn't cut it.   THERE ARE “QUOTATION WEBSITES” YOU CAN GO TO FIND A QUOTE FOR YOUR PAPER.

Historical or Background Lead

Sometimes in order to accept the information the writer is presenting, the reader must understand the historical context or significance of that information. Knowing one's audience is necessary in order for a writer to know whether or not this type of lead could be effective. Many historians and scientists and other academians find a historical perspective fascinating; however, many general audiences could get bogged down and lose interest before the author's thesis is even stated. Just be careful not to get so wrapped up in the background that you forget what you originally wanted to say.

 
Negate The Opposition
"Some people think that there is too much sex and violence on television." Someone out there is going to disagree with your thesis. That’s okay. Use your significance statement to present what the opposition has to say, and then tell your readers why those who disagree are wrong. "Some people think that there is too much sex and violence on television. However, they do not realize that most of the programs on television have a lot to offer."
Mention The Importance Of The Topic
 "It is hard to open a magazine these days without finding an article about television." Let your readers know that many writers have been examining the subject or that your topic is a popular or important one. Be careful about using the word "everyone." Everyone rarely does anything!
 

Identify with audience
Try to make a connection to the audience.  It will give your writing a sense that your topic is “hitting home.”  If your teacher is your sole audience, try making up an audience.  Just make sure it’s clear or you consult with your teacher for this option.
Make a comparison

Sometimes using a comparison between two things, a simile, or a metaphor that relates something the audience already knows to your topic can be effective.  
Think of your own option:  These are only a few ideas of how to get started!

CONCLUSION ADVICE

START BROAD, GET NARROW 

(The right-side-up triangle!)

--Start with thesis, Summarize stories’ themes, End with a hook that makes the reader think-
 One of the first things a reader remembers after having read a piece of writing is the last words the writer uses. For that reason, a writer should understand and take advantage of the power of an effective conclusion. Effective conclusions are particularly important in persuasive essays since they are the last chance the writer has to convince the reader. The following is a collection of suggestions for writing effective conclusions. 

1. Use a summary statement rather than phrases like the following: "In summary...," "To conclude...," "To summarize...," or "In closing...." These are too obvious and vague to be effective. Use a transitional phrase which summarizes a point in your essay instead. A sample summary statement is as follows: "As we have seen, poverty is a known contributor to crime; therefore, it should not be discounted when considering ways to prevent crime." 

2. Use a quotation. For example, use "As a man thinks, so is he," when your paper has just explained how negative thinking has created problems for someone. 

3. Refer to the story or character used in the introduction, such as "So don't be like Sally, be informed." 

4. Use a cleverly crafted generalization, such as "Poverty is not a great issue, if everyone is poor." 

5. Express your hopes as you look to the future. "We can only hope that people in our society will become less self-centered and become more involved in helping others." Or "We have some poverty programs, which are of great value, but in ten years the problem will still remain unless we change our attitudes." 

In addition to the aforementioned suggestions, persuasive essays should include one of the following: 

6. Issue a call for action, such as "Now that we have seen how poverty contributes to crime, give the local representatives a call to learn how to help combat poverty." 

7. Use a question and a call for action together. Example: "Why do we continue to ignore the poverty situation in America? One can help, so get involved."






Check the intro for the following…

· _______Attention Getter?

· _______Link connecting it to next part of paragraph?

· _______Background Info leading to thesis?

· _______Thesis itself (that does not use the word “thesis!”

An example of rootin’-tootin’ good introduction:
Most parents want their children to “have a childhood…have a chance to enjoy the innocence and playfulness of youth and to appreciate the rewards of school and family’” (Kotlowitz 17). LaJoe Rivers dreams of this for her children in There Are No Children Here  by Alex Kotlowitz, a story about a family growing up in the Henry Horner Homes.  Now, this wish may come true for stereotypical families, like the Brady Bunch, but it’s not true for the Rivers’ family or mine.  The Riverses and I both have lives filled with frustration, mostly, the frustration and pain that come from the lack of a father.   The guidance and gentleness a father can show to his children never once grasped my life, so the childhood we once tried to experience was quickly diminished by constant mental abuse and exposure to the struggles of parenting.  This led to my siblings and me to rapidly mature to adulthood more than other kids. But with the love, care, and constant protection from my mother, my siblings and I have gotten so far today.  In the same manner, LaJoe acted as both parents instead of one.  Although most people think every child gets to be a child, the reality of my family and the Rivers family in There are No Children Here is that not all families have fathers, and not all children get to stay children.
What’s good about it?

Underline three lines that you like and explain why they work.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A fixable example:

“Walter says, ‘I got me a dream’” (Hansberry 33).  I feel exactly like that.  I don’t look like it but I got major dreams for my future.  My mom helps me embrace it, motivates me to go father, push myself father, and go beyond the obstacles ahead.  I want to obtain a good job, lawyer or doctor, get a family actually be something in the world.  Just like Walter in Raisin in the Sun.  So my thesis is that my dream is getting a good life or being successful in the future and that’s exactly like what Walter wants.


Rank the above paragraph… then explain how it could be stronger.


1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“A man needs for a woman to back him up” (Hansberry 32). This quote said by Walter shows the lifestyle of the woman in A Raisin in the Sun.  However, the lifestyle of women in my life is different.   In society today, the woman is still known as the caretaker.  However she now has more responsibilities which entitles more freedom than the women in A Raisin in the Sun. 

Rank the above paragraph… then explain how it could be stronger.


1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MY THESIS: 

Yes, I agree that she is to blame for what happened.  In my opinion it is clear to see from the reading of the book that yeah, I am correct. 
Check out the above thesis statement… is anything wrong with it?   

What to avoid at all cost in any paper (especially in thesis statements)

True or False: 
(Circle one) During the course of your paper, it is okay to move away from the thesis as long as you are discussing other things related to the book.

Answer and explanation: 

What IS needed in your paper after all!
FLOW: 

When do you need transitions?

FOCUS:

Quotations

1. The following quote was said about Lennie on page 2 of the story Of Mice and Men.

...and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.
CORRECT CITATION:

2.  The following quote was said by Lennie on page 42 of the story Of Mice and Men.  (It is in “quotation marks” in the book…)
“I didn’t mean no harm, George.”

CORRECT CITATION:

3. Same quote as before (said by Lennie on page 42), but there’s a slight variation that will change the requirements… 

Lennie said, “I didn’t mean no harm, George.”

CORRECT CITATION:

4.  The following quote was said by Lennie and George on page 42 of Of Mice and Men.
Lennie said, “I didn’t mean no harm, George.”    George looked at Lennie and said, “I know you didn’t, Lennie.”

CORRECT CITATION:

QUOTATION NOTES:  (USE AN ADDITIONAL SHEET if necessary.) 
SAMPLE PAGES OF A RESEARCH PAPER IN MLA STYLE




	
	


SAMPLE PAGES OF A RESEARCH PAPER IN MLA STYLE

*If there is no author for an article or website, simply leave the space BLANK; skip it and go on to the next requirement.

The sponsor, or host, of the web site can be a company, school, organization or government institution from anywhere in the world. This information is often located at the bottom of the web page.  Sometimes you need to look for a link that will give you this information. Example: 29 Jan.02
WEB Site


Author/Editor. Name of site. Date or last update. Name of any organization associated with this site. Access Date. <URL>.


BASIC FORMAT for citing articles found on a library subscription service:

Author last name, author first name. “Name of the article.” Name of publication that originally published the article. Date article was published: starting page or range of page numbers given [use n. pag. when no page numbers are given]. Name of database. Name of the online service. Name of the library, city where library is located, state where library is located. Date you accessed the article <URL of online service>.

EBSCO

Dawson, Chester. “How Hybrids Are Going Mainstream.” Business Week. 1 Nov. 2004: 41. MAS Ultra-School Edition.      
 
EBSCO Host. Fremd H.S., Palatine, IL. 26 July 2004 <http://search.epnet.com/>.

NEWSBANK (America’s Newspapers)

Peres, Judy. “Couple’s Divorce Entangles Frozen Embryos.” Chicago Tribune 7 Aug. 1999, Chicagoland final ed., News 
  
sec.: 1. NewsBank NewsFile Collection. Fremd H.S., Palatine, IL. 16 Aug. 1999. <http://infoweb.newsbank.com/>.

Newspaper or Magazine Article
 Di Rado, Alicia. "Trekking through College: Classes Explore Modern Society Using the World of Star Trek." Los Angeles Times 15 Mar.  
 
1995: A3. 

Newspaper or Magazine Article on the Internet
Andreadis, Athena. "The Enterprise Finds Twin Earths Everywhere It Goes, But Future Colonizers of Distant Planets Won't Be So 
 
Lucky." Astronomy Jan. 1999: 64- . Academic Universe. Lexis-Nexis. B. Davis Schwartz Memorial Lib., Brookville, NY. 
 
7 Feb. 1999 <http:// web.lexis-nexis.com/universe>. 

Journal article:
	Author. "Title of the article." Name of the periodical volume.issue (year): pages.

	
	

	Example:

	Craner, Paul M. "New Tool for an Ancient Art: The Computer and Music."

	
	Computers and the Humanities 25.2 (1991): 5-24.


Newspaper article without an author and from a daily newspaper:
	"Title of the article." Name of the newspaper date: pages.

	
	

	
	

	Example:

	"New drug appears to sharply cut risk of death from heart failure." The Washington Post 15 July 1993: A12.


Encyclopedia:
	Author. "Title of Entry." Name of encyclopedia. Edition. Year of publication.

	
	

	Example:

	"Decorative Arts and Furnishings". Encyclopedia Britannica. 15th ed. 2002.
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All I Ever Really Needed to Know about Life I learned in this Freshmen English Writing Packet





*This double-spaced, Times New Roman, size 12 font heading goes on every paper you’ll EVER turn in EVER again in English. EVER.








*Your own creative, unique title is just one space down, and the title is centered.
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IN CONCLUSION  (the “CON” part of MEL-CON) (to replace the overused “in conclusion” or “all in all” at the end of a paragraph)





So, it is clear to see that


Summing this whole thing up


Accordingly


In summary


Consequently


Thus


As a result 


In short


Therefore


So


The evidence clearly points


All of this together means


Put is all together and


The best way to sum it up is


With all of this


The thee examples,………., prove that….


And so therefore


For all of these reasons, ………, one can see that……


This all adds up to one conclusion


So, when studying all of the reasons


With all of this in mind


Due to all of these reasons


Together


One can see that


The evidence is clear


No one can argue that


And so it is


Yes, it is evident that


Truly


To reemphasize


To repeat


Again


Indeed


Of course


There is no doubt that


There is no argument that


With all of these examples


In total


When looking at all of the possibilities


Clearly


Yes, it is true then





�





Independent Clause = subject + a verb (remember, an independent clause can stand on its own; it’s often a simple sentence)			ex: 	Phillip fell    ex:    Patrick sang


Independent Clause. Independent Clause


Mrs. Gerber had a flat tire.  She was late to school.


Odysseus pined for Penelope.  He thought about her all the time.


Independent Clause; independent Clause


Mrs. Gerber had a flat tire; she was late to school.


Odysseus pined for Penelope; he thought about her all the time.


Independent Clause, BOYSFAN independent Clause  (but, or, yet, so, for, and, nor)


Mrs. Gerber had a flat tire, so she was late to school.


Odysseus pined for Penelope, and he thought about her all the time.





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





Indent





M


E


L


E


L


E


L


CON








M The best hour of the day is 4th hour, lunch! E To begin with, it’s the only time I get to talk with my friends. L Spending time with my friends is so important because it helps me relax and cope with the day.                E Additionally, I’m hungry by 4th hour and need food! L Without lunch, I would not be able to concentrate in my afternoon classes. E Third and even more importantly,  I get to eat my favorite foods! L I look forward to eating my skittles first; if I had to eat broccoli, lunch wouldn’t be as enjoyable.  Con In conclusion, no one can argue that any hour is better than lunch!
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TRANSITIONS are used to separate examples within paragraphs and to separate paragraphs.  These are only some generic examples.  Transitions can be more specialized around your own topic as well.  


EXAMPLE:  You are writing a paper on the “NO HAT POLICY” You can “CUSTOMIZE” your transitions like this:  A good first example of the hat policy in action was when…





FIRST (to replace the overused “first”)





One good example is


An interesting fact is


First of all


Initially


One piece of evidence that points to this is 


It is important to note that 


The first good piece of evidence is


One way to look at this is through


One example that proves this is


One example that suggests this is


There are several examples that show this and one of them is


First and foremost


A good first example of this is


It is important to first note that


One notable example is


The first indication of this is


To begin with


When looking over the evidence, it is clear that the first…


One reason is


One way this is true is


In the beginning


On one hand, there is


A great example is


One example that stands out is


Probably the best example to begin (start) with is


The best place to start is with


This can first be seen when


For example


For instance


The first instance that comes to mind is when…


This can be clearly seen first of all when…





SECOND  (to replace the overused “second”)





Another good example is


Another interesting fact is


Second of all


Secondly


Furthermore


A great second example is


Another good piece of evidence is 


Another way to look at this is through


Another example that proves this is


Another example that suggests this is


Another great example that helps support this is


Second and even more importantly


The second good example is 


Yet another good reason (example ) is 


Yet another piece of evidence is


Another indication of this is


Still


Even so


In the same way


Next


The next example (idea, reason, piece of evidence)


On the other hand, there is


Even more compelling is


Another example that stands out is


Similarly


Likewise


Along with that,  there is


Moreover


In addition


Adding to that


In addition to that


Still another great example is


Then again, another stronger example is


Of course


Also


In the same light


Even more interesting is


Adding to the first example is


Making an even stronger case is


An even better example of this is 


Equally as interesting was


While the first example is good, an even better one is


To add even more fuel to the fire


To add another even more interesting fact


An additional fact is
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Imagine that the question is “Should people watch television?”





The thesis is the answer…





Everyone should watch television because without it there is no other form of entertainment that can appeal to such a wide and diverse audience.
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The copyright date or the date the page was last updated. Often found at the bottom of the page. Some pages don’t have this information. Example: 29 Jan. 02�
�






The date you found the information on the Internet. Example: 30 Jan. 02�
�






Sometimes you have to search for a link to find the author. Sometimes there isn’t an author named.!�
�






Name of the web site. This is usually at the top of the page in bold letters.�
�






The web site address. Example: <http://www.fhs.d211.org/media>�
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Ellington's Adventures in Music and Geography





          In studying the influence of Latin American, African, and Asian music 





on modern American composers, music historians tend to discuss such 





figures as Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, Henry Cowell, Alan Hovhaness,





and John Cage (Brindle: Griffiths 104-39: Hitchcock 173-98).  They usually 





overlook Duke Ellington, whom Gunther Schuller rightly calls "one of America's





great composers" (318), probably because they are familiar only with Ellington's 





popular pieces, like "Sophisticated Lady,"  "Mood Indigo," and "Solitude".  Still





little known are the many ambitious orchestral suites  Ellington composed several 





of which, such as Black, Brown, and Beige (originally entitled The African Suite).





The Liberian Suite.  The Far East Suite.  The Latin American Suite, and Afro 





Eurasian Eclipse, explore his impressions of the people, places, and music of other





countries.  





         Not all music critics, however, have ignored Ellington's excursions into longer musical 





forms.  In the 1950's, for example while Ellington was still alive, Raymond Horricks compared





him with Ravel, Delius, and Debussy:





The continually enquiring mind of Ellington [. . .] has sought to extend steadily the 


                                 


imaginative boundaries of the musical forms on which it subsists. [. . .]





Ellington since the mid-1930s has been engaged upon extending both the





imagery and the formal construction of written jazz.  (122-23)





Ellington's earliest attempts to move beyond the three-minute limit
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THIRD or FINAL (to replace the overused “third” and “finally”)





A final example (fact, reason)


And finally


Lastly


Last of all


A final great example is


The third and final example is


The final good piece of evidence is


The best way to look at this is through


The final example that proves this is 


The last example that suggest this is


The last (final) example that helps support this is


Third and even more importantly


The third good example is


Yet the best reason (example) is


Yet the best piece of evidence is


The last (final) indication of this is


Most compelling is


Even so


The best and final reason is


On top of that


The last example (idea, reason, piece of evidence)


Best of all


The final example to note


The last example that stands out is


Most importantly


Accordingly


Along with the first two examples, there is


Moreover


In addition to the first two


Adding to those


In addition to those


Still another great example is


Then again, the strongest example is


Of course


But most conclusive is


In the same light


A perfect final reason (example, fact) is


Adding to the first two examples is


Making an even stronger case is


An even better example of this is


The last place this can be seen is when 


While the first two examples are good, an even better one is 


To add even more fuel to the fire


To add a final, even more interesting fact


A good way to really show this is true is
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Imagine that the question is “What’s wrong with homework?”





The thesis is the answer…





Homework causes much stress for students because of the large quantities of work, the lack of time to complete it, and the difficulty of assignments.
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3. Thesis





At the start of your paper, you need to pull your reader in… make them want to read.  The best way to do this is through a strong introductory paragraph.  Think of it as an inverted triangle… see instructions on the left and the checklist below.





2. Link-> Background, intro books, preview paper














1. Attention-getter (quote, question, narrative, statistic…)� �
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