AP Art History Syllabus and Expectations
Teacher: Mr. Cargill
Course Description
AP Art History is a full year elective course open to teacher recommended sophomores, all juniors and seniors. This class will prepare students for the AP Art History Exam scheduled in May of each year. The curriculum will be mostly chronological in nature with the insertion of significant cultures that were a primary influence to western art. First semester will cover Near East art to the Early Italian Renaissance. Second Semester begins with the High Renaissance and concludes with 21st Century Art.

The main objective focuses on the development of visual literacy from prehistoric art to post modernist, 21st century art. The curriculum will provide a deep understanding of the social, political, religious and historical cultural events surrounding the specific era when each piece of art was created. Students will conclude the course with the skills to analyze specific artworks using formal, intrinsic and extrinsic knowledge to evaluate the intent of the artist. Students will demonstrate the ability to recognize individual artist’s style and techniques. Finally, an appreciation for aesthetic and cultural influences that define the role art plays in the timeline of history.
Quizzes, Tests and Exams

The official AP Art History Exam will take place in the afternoon on Wednesday May 12.  There will be at least one week of reviews and also one evening study session.  Most of the unit quiz questions that you will encounter are specifically designed to be in the AP format.  The same goes for midterms and finals.  These quiz and test formats (except for “reading quizzes” ) are intentionally designed to make you  experienced in answering questions that are like the ones on the official APAH exam.  It is my goal to do my best to help you do your best to get the best possible score on the AP Art History Exam.  
After May 12, we will do some projects that will be announced later.  Right now I will say that I have ideas that will be interesting, challenging yet low-stress.  
Reading Expectations

You should expect to spend about thirty minutes of uninterrupted reading a day.  Don’t be intimidated by the size of the book; there are literally thousands of pictures and you will find that the book reads like a story—because it is a story.   Also, we will not have time to read every single chapter.    Most days in class will start with a mini “reading quiz” usually consisting of five quick questions that will be immediately graded.  Ask about what you can do to “drop a dud” and improve your mini-quiz grade!
Field Trip

There will be a field trip.  The date will be announced and it is likely to be in the late fall or in the winter.  We’ll probably be going to the Art Institute of Chicago, and this may be a joint field trip with Schaumburg’s APAH class.

Required Texts
1. Helen Gardner, Fred S. Kleiner, Christin J Mamiya, Arts Through the Ages, 13th ed. Cengage Learning (2008)
2. Other articles and websites will be also be used throughout the year.  
Resources
· Carol Strickland, John Boswell, The Annotated Mona Lisa, Andrews and McMeel (1992)
· Scott, R.A., Basilica: The Splendor and the Scandal: Building St. Peter's, Souvenir Press Limited (2008)

· Stokstad, Marilyn. Art History, 2nd ed. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2002
Student Evaluation


Semester One



Unit Quizzes  

40%


Reading Quizzes 
20%



Midterms  

20%


Final    

20%

Semester Two



Quizzes

35%
Reading Quizzes 
20%



Midterms

15%


Final


20%


Post-Exam Projects 
10%
Basic Expectations
· Expect to read about 5-7 pages from Gardner’s per night. Same goes when we’re using articles or web pages.  Give yourself about thirty uninterrupted minutes to read.  Read in a place and at a time without interruptions of any kind!
· Stay on top of the reading.  Do not fall behind.

· You must take notes as you read: either neatly handwritten or typed on a laptop.  

· Keep a journal of your reading.  Do not lose your reading notes. Do not overestimate your ability to remember all of the details necessary to succeed.
· Come to class prepared to take notes.  Be ready to begin at the bell. 

· Bring a pencil to class every day so that you can make sketches related to the artwork discussed during class.

· Take excellent care of the textbook. Take it home and leave it there until May 13.
· The undressed human figure (i.e.: the nude) is an important and very frequently used subject throughout the history of art. Therefore, to be a part of this class, you must approach all artwork with a mature and open mind.

· With the same mature and open mind you must approach the study of philosophies, religions, nationalities, political ideologies that are different from your own.
· You are expected to share your thoughts and observations in class. Silence will count against you.
Additional Information

· Updated daily and weekly calendars are found on Fremd’s APAH website.  

· Check the APAH website DAILY for updates. 
· I am exploring a possible unofficial Art history club that meets twice a month. 

