William Fremd High School

B162 – Computer Literacy


Searching the Internet

The public Internet contains over 3.5 BILLION pages of publicly-accessible information; and it continues to grow.  Unlike our school library, there is no standard catalog system that documents what exactly is available on the Internet.  In fact, much of the information on-line lacks the name of the author and the date of publication.
Imagine you are searching for information in the world’s largest library, where books and articles are shelved in no particular order and without reference to a central catalog.  This is the Internet!  In order to take advantage of the “World Wide Web”, we will need to familiarize ourselves with a variety of search tools and develop effective search techniques.
Search Engines and Subject Directories
The two most common approaches to searching the web are search engines and subject directories.

Search engines allow the user to enter keywords that are run against a database. Based on a combination of criteria (established by the user), the search engine retrieves documents from its database matching the keyword(s) the user entered. It is important to note that when you are using a search engine you are not searching the Internet "live”.  Rather, you are searching a fixed database that has been compiled some time previous to your search.  Search engines are best used to locate a specific piece of information, such as a known document, an image, or a computer program, rather than a general subject. Commonly used search engines include: 

· www.google.com
· www.lycos.com
· www.excite.com
Subject directories are indexes of subject categories that allow the Web searcher to browse through lists of Web sites by subject in search of relevant information. Subject directory databases tend to be smaller than those of the search engines.  Subject directories can sometimes provide more relevant results than a search engine. Because their maintenance includes human intervention (not computers), subject directories greatly reduce the probability of retrieving results out of context. They are best when searching for information about a general subject, rather than for a specific piece of information.  Some common subject directories include:
· www.looksmart.com
· www.about.com
· www.dmoz.org 
Search Strategy and Search Tips
When you type in a search term, most search engines look for EVERY WORD of a document that matches your search term.  This increases the amount of results you will get back – but decreases the relevance of those results.  In order to retrieve the information you are looking for, you will want to develop a simple strategy before “diving” in.  Here are some questions to think about:

· Am I looking for a specific piece of information (search engine) or just looking for information on a general subject (subject directory)?

· Am I looking for three or four words in a specific order or just any of those three or four words?

· Are there other synonyms or variations of the terms I am looking for?
Additional Search Tips

Bookmark your results: If you are likely to want to repeat a search at a later date, add a bookmark (or favorite) to your current search results.

Guessing URLs: If you know exactly what you are looking for, try typing in www.--------.com.  If that is not successful, go back to a search engine or subject directory.  

Search logic refers to the way in which you combine your search terms. For example, the search Fremd High School in Google brings back about 4,300 results!  The reason for this is that the above could be interpreted as a search for any of the three search terms (individually), all of the search terms, or the exact phrase.

Use Quotes: If you are looking for a specific phrase.  For example, typing in “super bowl commercial” will bring back results ONLY with the words side by side.

Boolean logic is a tactic that is used to combine search terms in many search engines and subject directories.  This can sometimes help you narrow down your search and find more relevant results. The basic Boolean operators are represented by the words AND, OR.  For example:
· Fremd High School AND Boys Basketball retrieves documents that contain both “Fremd High School” and “Boys Basketball” 

· Fremd High School OR Boys Basketball retrieves documents that either “Fremd High School” or “Boys Basketball” 

Good Resource:
http://www.infopeople.org/search/chart.html
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