SEM

Public Relations Project

The City of DeKalb has just been selected as the site for the 2003 Summer X Games.  This City of DeKalb has never before hosted an event like this.  The city feels they are ready.  The city is the home of Northern Illinois University, the area has an 8,000 seat arena, a 35,000 seat football stadium, plenty of area to create the X Games courses and fields, and is only one hour west of the Chicago suburbs.  The local businesses are really excited about the opportunity to make extra money and most of the citizens are very excited.  There are a few, however, that would not like to be bothered.  There is also concern about the “crowd” that this event attracts.  There is also an animosity between some town folks and the local college students.  There have been some incidents in the past of “partiers” getting out of hand.  Some feel that this will be more of the same when the X Games come into town.  

The following links may help you gather more information about the city, the X Games, and the surrounding area.

http://expn.go.com/xg/
http://www.cityofdekalb.com/
http://www.niu.edu/index.html
You have been hired to do public relations on behalf of the City of DeKalb and the local X Games sponsors.  You need to sell the X Games to the residents of DeKalb.  You have to create the following:

1) Using the book, answer the questions of the PR Action Plan.

2) A slogan to get the town excited about the X Games.  The city would like to try and tie some local event or city history to the slogan.  They feel that the residents may be a little more receptive if you create a slogan that relates to them.

3) Who are the celebrities of the Summer X Games or from DeKalb that promote a positive image?  How could we use them in our public relations?

4) Some residents have concerns over parking, lodging, traffic problems and the “element” that the X Games will bring.  How would you address those concerns?  Give specific solutions that you would use.

5) Create promotional materials to advertise the event.  Create a poster, a press release, and a mailer that will be sent to the residents.  You can use the computer (PhotoDraw, Word) or do it by hand.

You and your partners will present this to the class.

