B232-Web Design

Your Web Site

You are going to design a web site of your choice.  Your web site can be on any “school appropriate” subject.  You will be responsible for all the content of the web site; text, pictures, graphics, etc.  Your site needs to be, at a minimum, 5 pages.  We will break this down into manageable chunks of work.

Designing Your Site
1)
Flowchart

Create a flow chart of your web site.  Use either a computer program (Inspirations) or a piece of paper and pen.  You will list each web page and its name.  Create a list of information that will be included on each of the pages.  
2)
Page Resources

For each page, create an outline of what will be included on the page.  This will include the file name of the page, title, any text, pictures, other graphics, or java script.  Narrow down the flow of information on the page.  Try and make this as detailed as possible.  Write the content.  Use Word to create each resource page.
3)
Index Page Layout

Using a piece of paper and pencil; sketch out the layout of the index page.  Remember this is a page that is designed to be read quickly and get the readers to your information.  


Spend some time looking at other pages on the web.  Is there one you like?  Could you re-create the basic design?  
Remember to provide the user multiple ways to navigate through your site.  This does not need to be a work of art.  You can use boxes to represent your images.  Be sure to settle on a color scheme (background, text, heading tags, link color, vlink color, active link color) and fonts.  We will use this for our CSS (cascading style sheet).
4)
Template Layout

Using a piece of paper and pencil; sketch out the layout of your template.  The basic design should be very much like your index page, with a larger area for reading text.  Remember to keep the links to the other level one web pages and back to the index.
Assemble the above information in report format and hand it in for approval before you start your site.
Building Your Site

5)
Graphics

Using Fireworks, create your graphics.  Create any of the buttons or banners you will need.  Also, assemble the pictures you will require. This site will not be published so you can use any graphics you can find.  However, if it were to be posted to the web, you have to give the people who created the graphics credit and ask their permission to use the graphics on your site. 

6)
Create Pages

Create a blank page for each of the pages that you are going to need.  This will aid in the design of the templates.  You will be able to create the links even before the pages are finished.

7)
Create Index Page

Create you index page using the sketch as a guide.  You should have all your buttons and graphics ready.  Be careful; each graphic adds to the download time of your web page. This is where you will create your CSS and attach it to the page. 
8)
Create Template

Using the index page as your basis, create your template for all the other pages.  We want to create a consistency among our pages.  

9)
Add Content to Pages

Add the content, text and graphics, to your web pages.  This is when you are building the pages.  Use the Page Resources to make sure you are including all the information you wanted on each page. 
10)
Test 

Test all the links on your web site.  Have someone else test and critique your site.  Make any of the necessary changes.
