Tips for the Explore Reading Test

Preparing for the Explore test will help you take the PLAN test during sophomore year and the ACT test during your junior year.  You can use these strategies on those tests as well.
[image: image4.wmf]The Explore consists of three types of reading selections:
1) Prose fiction- (short stories or an excerpt from a novel)

2) Humanities- (art, music, literature, and theater)

3) Social Studies- (history, politics, sociology, and psychology)

-10 minutes per passage; 30 minutes total. (This includes reading the passage and answering the questions.) 

Tips for this section

· You do not need outside knowledge to answer these questions. The answers are all there for you. 

· Answer all questions for each passage before you move on. 

· Spend no more than 3 minutes reading (Leave time for understanding and answering)

· If you are running out of time- skip reading and go straight to questions. 

· Never leave an answer blank. 

How to tackle the reading section….. 
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Before Reading 

1. Read the title and the excerpt next to the type of passage or any other information they give you before the story. 

2. Go to the questions first and circle the questions that tell you exactly what lines to go to. 

3. Go to the reading section and put brackets around the line numbers for each question that tell you what line to go to. 
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During Reading  
1. Carefully read the first and last sentence of each paragraph to determine the main idea of each paragraph. 

2. Read in between the first and last sentences for any names, dates, and descriptive words. Circle names every time you see them. Underline descriptive words. 

3. Watch your time
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After Reading 
1. Do the questions that tell you exactly what line to go to first. Remember you circled these before you read. 

2. While you are doing the other questions, make sure you skim the text for the material you circled and underlined. 
3. Always look in the first and last sentences. Sometimes questions are taken from these areas. 
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