Notes for writing your papers (review)…
1. Grammatical Issues

a. Parallel structure = Uncle Basil’s monetary desires are fulfilled when he gives some to his servant, gives some to ____, and takes the rest with him. 
EXAMPLES:

· EX: Madame Loisel loses the necklace, goes home to sleep, and Monsieur Loisel is looking for the necklace.
· FIXED: Madame Loisel loses the necklace and goes home to sleep while Monsieur Loisel looks for the necklace.
b. Apostrophes (Mme. Loisel’s necklace; Loisels’ hard work)
c. Avoid contractions in formal writing (can’t = cannot)
d. Avoid using “you” in formal writing

e. Comma issues:

i. No comma BEFORE because

ii. Need commas after introductory phrases (transitions)

iii. Need commas (with FANBOYS) to avoid run-on sentences

iv. “The eleventh commandment.” Except with citations, you need periods and commas inside quotation marks. 

f. Use present tense when writing about literature

                            Examples:

i. Madame Loisel lost her necklace after the party.
-------------------------------------------------------------------
ii. Monsieur Loisel retraced his steps to find the necklace.

2. Citations…you need to ICE your quotes.

a. Introduce with background information (when, where, who)

b. “Cite the quotes properly” (last name 54).

c. Explain how your quotes support your main idea (links).

d. If you change something in a “[q]uote that used to be something different, use brackets around that part…[and] use ellipses when you do not want to use the whole original quote” (Smith 3).
e. In your link, don’t introduce new evidence.  Only discuss the evidence already brought up in your quote or background information.

PRACTICE with QUOTES

Directions: ICE the following quotations

1. The following quote was said about Lennie on page 2 of the story Of Mice and Men.

...and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.
CORRECT CITATION:

2.  The following quote was said by Lennie on page 42 of the story Of Mice and Men.  (It is in “quotation marks” in the book…)


“I didn’t mean no harm, George.”
CORRECT CITATION:

3. How to fix the errors in your paper
a. Read your paper aloud OR have someone else read your paper 
b. Read your paper backwards, starting from the last sentence

c. Review this sheet and your freshmen fun packet

4. REVISE.  Writing is not perfect the first time you write something down, but revising helps improve our writing each time. 
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