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Found Poem Assignment                                                    __________  

This assignment offers you the chance to demonstrate your knowledge of any novel in a unique and creative way.  You will have to pull together some of the characters, important moments, and themes in order to gain a clearer understanding of the work as a whole and the message(s) it conveys to the reader.  To do this, you will construct a found poem—that is, a poem that you create using words and phrases found within the story.  In other words, you will not be using any words of your own (though you may include “a,” “the,” “or,” “here,” and “there,” to connect gaps, etc.)
How does a found poem work?

A found poem is created first thinking about the work as a whole: character development, themes, important scenes, etc.  Consider some of the themes we discussed in class and kept track of in our study guides and bookmarks:

For Example: A Raisin in the Sun, consider:

	· Value Systems

· African American Beauty Vs. European Beauty

· African American Identity

· Class And Generational Conflicts

· Relationships Of Husbands And Wives

· Character Motivations:  (Mama, Walter, Ruth, Beneatha)
	· Relationships Of Men/Women

· Rising Feminism
· African American Vs. African
· Dreams and Dreams Deferred

· Conflict between expectations

· Changes in characters
	· Pride and Love

· Cultural Struggle

· Stereotyping and Prejudice

· Role of Women

· Strength of family

· Your choice!


What you will want to do:
	1. Review your notes/study guide and decide on a central idea. 
2. Spend time searching through the novel for specific passages that connect to the central idea. USE YOUR STUDY GUIDE TO SEE WHAT YOU ALREADY HAVE!  Write these page numbers down in your notes and for each scene/paragraph you find, write down the most important sentences—those that will connect best to your central idea.

3. Begin deciding which words and phrases in your sentences are most important.  Circle them.
4. Now spend time deciding which of these circled phrases you will use, in what order they will be used, and how you are going to tie them all together.

5. (Optional) Determine the format of your poem. You can (but don’t have to) follow the format used for one of our poetry unit.
6. Write a draft of your poem, placing the lines of poetry on the left of the page and the page numbers where you got the words and phrases on the right side.  You must have a minimum of 12 lines, 3 stanzas.


Important tips to remember:

· Show, don’t tell—give us words or phrases that convey an action, vivid description, etc.

· Find words or phrases that include objects.

· Try to make unusual, fresh connections between words.

· Include parts of direct quotations to keep the poem active and engaging.
· Introduce your poem’s central idea and go somewhere with it…show us how the author moved and explored this central idea throughout the novel.



	Here’s an example Mrs. Gerber wrote using There are No Children Here…
“Demise”

(Kotlowtiz 11)

Moved into Henry Horner

(Kotlowtiz 19)

So new… dazzling

(Kotlowtiz 19)

Windows reflected the day’s movements with a shimmering clarity

(Kotlowtiz 20)

Freshly painted walls shown glistening white

(Kotlowtiz 23)

People would parade

(Kotlowtiz 11)

Ogle at the notable… city’s glitter

(Kotlowtiz 11)

Quiet and peaceful, unusually warm

(Kotlowtiz 20)

Grand Castles

(Kotlowtiz 21)

“We had it all”

(Kotlowtiz 25)

The future seemed bright

(Kotlowtiz 24)

Dreams began to fall apart

(Kotlowtiz 81)

Cinderblock walls became permanently smudged…Windows collected a heavy grime

…The neighborhood slowly decayed

(Kotlowtiz 10)

Middle-class whites fled

(Kotlowtiz 10)

Middle-class blacks left

(Kotlowtiz 10)

Businesses moved

(Kotlowtiz 10)

Neighbors abandoned

(Kotlowtiz 12

Isolation and physical ruin

(Kotlowtiz 13)

Disconnected… little sense of community

(Kotlowtiz 12)

No one heard their frenzied pleas

(Kotlowtiz 18)

Concerned about the liability

(Kotlowtiz 78)

… [not]the tenants… or  homeless

(Kotlowtiz 77)

No public libraries

(Kotlowtiz 12)

No movie theaters

(Kotlowtiz 12)

No skating rinks

(Kotlowtiz 12)

Or bowling alleys

(Kotlowtiz 12)

No lobbies

(Kotlowtiz 22)

No communication system

(Kotlowtiz 22)

Elevator cables froze

(Kotlowtiz 22)

Boiler Systems Broke

(Kotlowtiz 22)

Apartment seemed nearly hopeless

(Kotlowtiz 27)

Stack of food-caked dishes

(Kotlowtiz 27)

Plastic garbage container overflowed with leftovers

(Kotlowtiz 27)

Roaches … everywhere

(Kotlowtiz 27)

Smudged walls never looked clean

(Kotlowtiz 28)

Stray bullets zipped through

(Kotlowtiz 26)

Neighborhood hungrily devoured its children

(Kotlowtiz 10)

One person every three days have been beaten, shot at, or stabbed

(Kotlowtiz 32)

Dream aloud

(Kotlowtiz 81)

Want it to be different

(Kotlowtiz 14)

“Gonna have my own condominium in Calumet Park, We could sit outside all night and nothing would happen”

(Kotlowtiz 81)

“I’d separate the good from the bad”

(Kotlowtiz 32)

“I’d wish there be no gang bangers”

(Kotlowtiz 32)

Live in a wood-frame house, rocking chairs on the front porch

(Kotlowtiz 81)

Gunfire once again filled the air

(Kotlowtiz 17)

Endure

(Kotlowtiz 80)




	
	


GRADING RUBRIC, Found Poem  




____/50 Points
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Uh-oh
	Eh
	So-so
	Good
	Whoo!-hoo

	Proper Format 

Heading, page on right-hand side, stanzas, title, typed, written as a poem 


	
	
	
	
	

	Title –also a line from the text-- that “fits”


	
	
	
	
	

	Creative Composition: lines well-chosen and creatively placed for poem—order makes sense with appropriate shifts, focuses, repetition, etc. (2 checks)

	
	
	
	
	

	One clear focus that travels throughout with strong quotes that match (2 checks)

	
	
	
	
	

	Clear divided stanzas that make sense for each section and the larger theme


	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates true knowledge about your understanding of the book (2 checks)

	
	
	
	
	

	Explanatory paragraph that explains your goal of the poem  


	
	
	
	
	


Begin your first draft here…

Focus of Poem:

	Page Numbers with examples/references to this theme or character

	


	Quotes (or start of quote
	Reaction/Mood of Piece (how it fits)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Quotes (or start of quote
	Reaction/Mood of Piece (how it fits)
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