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Salinger Biography
· Jerome David Salinger

· Born January 1st, 1919

· Mother: Scotch-Irish

· Father: Jewish

· Meet/Cheese Importer

· Trip to Poland = Revulsion 

· Valley Forge Military Academy

· Ursinus College in Pennsylvania

· “Worst English student ever”

· Columbia University in New York City

· Army During WWII

· U.S. 4th Infantry – Fierce Fighting

· 1948 – The New Yorker

· 1951 – Published Catcher in the Rye

· 1953 – Seclusion Begins
Works
· 1940-1965
Short Stories Galore

· 1951 

Catcher in the Rye

· 1953

Nine Stories

· 1961

Franny and Zooey

· 1963

Raise High the Roof Beam…

Questionnaire for Catcher in the Rye 

Think about the following statements, and then express your opinion by labeling each either True or False.  There are no right or wrong answers; you’re merely giving your opinion. 

1. Teenagers cannot communicate with most adults very well.

2. Successful parents expect too much of their children at school.

3. Disapproval by a person’s peers can cause a teen to have a mental breakdown.

4. Many adults pretend to have wholesome values or to be something they are not, but they’re just putting on an act. 

5. Little kids need to be protected from the harshness and cruelty of the real world.

6. It’s very easy to fool most adults.

7. If you can’t get along at school, it’s better to just leave and start fresh somewhere else.

8. What other people think about your appearance is very important.

9. Family unhappiness or tragedy can give a person big problems at school.

10. If you know your parents are going to be very angry with you, it’s a good idea to hide out for a while and give them a chance to cool down.

11. A certain level of wealth is necessary to be happy.

12. In dating, the appearance of your date is one of the most important things to consider.  

13. People whose families don’t have as much money as yours make you feel uneasy.

14. People who stand up against others, even though they know they will be hurt, and defend their beliefs are really admirable.  

15.  You are kind and polite even to geeky, nerdy kids who are very unpopular at school.

16. Someone can be very intelligent and still flunk out of three schools.

17. People who swear a lot are not very good people.

18. There’s a lot of pressure as you grow up to conform to a standard pattern of life.

19. There’s such a thing as being too sensitive to other’s feelings.

20. Even the most popular and attractive people at school have secret flaws.

21. If artists like writers and musicians make a lot of money at what they do, they are “selling out” and aren’t really serious about what they do.

22. It’s normal for teenagers to try smoking and drinking especially if they want to appear older than they are.

What is “normal” behavior?

Answer the following truthfully!   Questions are TRUE and FALSE

1. It is normal to like some people and dislike others.

2. Complete control of anger is a healthy personality trait.

3. Women have deeper emotions than men.

4. Women are more apt to show emotion than men.

5. The desire to be liked by others is healthy.

6. When you are talked about behind your back, it is mostly bad.

7. Rebellion against criticism is justifiable.

8. Most people who know you like you.

9. You feel comfortable with people your own age.

10. You enjoy competition in areas where you excel.

11. You find yourself afraid of members of the opposite sex, or unable to communicate with them.

12. You feel that adults treat you as an equal.

13. You find few people who have your sense of humor.

14. Who picks on you?  a parent—a sibling—a peer—nobody

15. Breaking the law can give you a thrill of excitement.

16. Your parents did a good job of raising you.

17. Part of “being human” is doing something you know is wrong—but want to do.

18. Who would you take orders from?  either parent—father—mother—policeman—minister—teacher—adult—none of these—all of these

19. Guilt is a healthy emotion.

20. It is very difficult to get over being angry at someone; therefore it is healthy to harbor grudges.

21. If I run into something which is impossible for me to do, I will give up and keep away from it.

22. Often in my daydreams, I see myself as an exciting person in some field, well-known and popular.

23. When I am angry, I find myself taking it out on someone else who may have nothing to do with it.

24. You find yourself saying “I didn’t do it” before you are asked if you did something.

25. You accuse other people of doing something which you are doing in reality.
Catcher in the Rye

Study Guide Vocabulary Chapters 1-4

Ostracized

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Qualms

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Illiterate

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Chiffonier

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Sadist

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Falsetto

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Exhibitionist

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Quotes (Who? Page?)

“If you’re constantly being mistreated, you’re cooperating with the treatment.”

“Consciously, or unconsciously, you always get what you expect.”
Catcher in the Rye

Study Guide Vocabulary Chapters 5-9

 Pacifist

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Conscientious (Chs. 7,8, & 9)  
Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Unanimous

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Incognito

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Burlesque 

Meaning

Sentence in Book

Original Sentence

Quotes (Who? Page?)

“Whatever you are trying to avoid won’t go away until you confront it.”

“You are the cause of everything that happens to you.  Be careful what you cause.”

Themes

Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. 

Motifs

Motifs are the recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes. 

Symbols

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.
Themes…find examples of the following themes while you read Catcher in the Rye…be sure to include page numbers.

The Phoniness of the Adult World

Lying and Deception

The Painfulness of Growing Up

Alienation as a Form of Self-Protection

Loneliness  (motif)
Relationships, Intimacy, and Sexuality  (motif)
Symbols:  What do they stand for?  What are they symbolizing?
The Ducks in the Central Park Lagoon 

Holden’s Red Hunting Hat


The Catcher in the Rye 

The Museum of Natural History

Catcher in the Rye
Study Guide
Chapter 1

1. Setting.  Where is Holden at the beginning of the book?

2. Where is the school?

3. Where does the flashback start?

Chapter 2

1. What are Holden’s feelings about old Spencer?

2. What is Holden’s description of himself?

3. How do Holden’s thoughts differ from what he is saying and how he is behaving toward Spencer? 

4. Does this make Holden a phony?

Chapter 3

1. Why did he choose a red hunting hat?

2. Describe old Ackley. 

3. What is the significance of Holden’s reading favorites?

4. What is Stradlater like?

Chapter 4

1. How does Holden feel about Stradlater?

2. What does Holden do for Ackley and Stradlater?

3. Does Holden “read” his friends accurately?

4. Why doesn’t Holden go down and talk to Jane?

Chapter 5

1. What is alike in the way Ackley and Holden act?  Does this make Holden a phony?

2. What does the reader learn about Holden’s brother Allie?

3. What was Holden’s reaction to Allie’s death?

Chapter 6

1. Why does Holden get angry at Stradlater?

2. Why does Stradlater hit him?

Chapter 7

1. Why does Holden decide to leave Pencey?

2. How do the guys treat him the night he leaves?

Chapter 8

1. How does Holden’s view of Ernest Morrow differ from Ernest’s mother’s view?

2. Does Morrow’s mother catch on that Holden is lying?

Chapter 9

1. Why did Holden give the cab driver his home address?

2. What is the significance of Holden’s concern for the ducks?

3. How does Holden’s call to Faith Cavendish illustrate his insecurities and contradictions?

Chapter 10 

1. What is Holden’s view of Phoebe? 
Chapter 11

1. How do you feel Jane G. felt about Holden?

Chapter 12

1. Why is Holden so worried about the ducks?

2. What is his opinion of the dating couples near him?  Does he project any of his own problems on the faults of others?

3. How do the cabdriver and Lilian feel about Holden?

Chapter 13

1. How does Holden see himself acting with a “crook” who stole his gloves?

2. How does the action above contrast with what he actually does when people cheat him?

Chapter 14

1. Why doesn’t Holden turn to religion in his misery?

2. How did Holden react to Sunny and Maurice’s demands?

3. Compare his mental revenge to his actual reaction. 

Chapter 15

1. Anything hypocritical in Holden’s view of Sally Hayes?  Or in his estimate of Slagle and the suitcases?

Chapter 16

1. When does he wear the red hunting cap? 

2. Why doesn’t he go into the museum?

Chapter 17

1. On the date with Sally Hayes, what self-insight does Holden show?

2. Why does Sally get mad at him?  Why does he get fed up with her?

3. What inner contradictions in Holden are displayed in this chapter?

Chapter 18

1. What is ironic about Holden’s visit to Radio City Music Hall?

Chapter 19

1. How does “Old Luce” regard Holden?

Chapter 20

1. What is the significance of “People never give your message to anybody”?

2. Why does Holden never phone Jane?

3. Why did Holden do his “bullet in the guts” number again?

4. What events in this chapter seem to parallel what is happening to Holden emotionally?

5. Why does he decide to go home?

Chapter 21

1. What significance is there to the movie plots mentioned throughout the book?

2. What is Phoebe’s reaction to Holden’s being kicked out of Pencey? 

3. How do you believe Holden feels about this reaction?

Chapter 22

1. What type of things does Holden dislike about Pencey?

2. What does he like?

3. What does he want to be?  Why?

4. What makes him thing of Antolini here?

Chapter 23

1. Why does Holden cry?

Chapter 24

1. Why did “oral expression” bother Holden?

2. What is Holden’s physical state in this chapter?

3. What is Antolini’s prediction for Holden?

4. What are the benefits of education as Antolini sees them?

5. Did Antolini really make a pass at Holden?  Explain why you believe as you do. 

Chapter 25

1. What is the “very spooky” thing that happens to Holden?

2. What do you think is really happening to him?

3. Why does H. want to be a deaf-mute?

4. What depresses him at Phoebe’s school?  Why?

5. What happens in this tomb?  Why is it significant?

6. How does H. become a “catcher” in this chapter?

Chapter 26

1. Where is Holden in this chapter?

2. What do you think will become of him?

Now, personally respond to the reading.

1. Did you enjoy the book?  Why or why not? 

2. Would you recommend this book?  Why or why not?

3. Did Holden remind you of anyone you know?  How?

4. What are some of Holden’s life philosophies?  Do you agree or disagree with him?
Journal:   Inferiority Complex:  Holden mentions inferiority complexes several times throughout the novel.  What does this mean?  Define.  Do you know anyone that has an inferiority complex?  Do you think everyone does at some level?  Why does this happen?  Discuss society perpetuating inferiority complexes.  Do you have inferiority complex?  About what?  

Connect to the novel.  Does Holden have an inferiority complex?  Regarding what?  

Catcher in the Rye

Directions: Create a collage and poem depicting your most valued characteristics. This should be shown in the shape of the collage, the color(s) selected, the images, words, phrases, personal items, pictures, etc., that you use.  You may wish to list characteristics beginning with each letter of your first and last names as well as the main poem.   If you are confident enough to write your own poem in your own form, please do so.  If not, you may use the suggested format below.  

Line 1: Begin with the words I AM. 

Line 2: Write three nouns about which you have strong feelings.  Begin each with a capital letter.  

Line 3: Write a complete sentence about two things that you like. 

Line 4: Begin with three nouns that describe qualities you like to see in other people: end the sentence with the words ARE IMPORTANT TO ME.  Capitalize each noun. 

Line 5: Write a sentence containing a positive thought of feeling.  It can tell what you find acceptable within yourself. 

Line 6 & 7: Write a sentence in which you show something negative in yourself or in others: however, the sentence must finish by showing that out of something bad can come good.  Use the word but to link the bad and good.  

Line 8, 9, & 10: Each line is a short sentence relating something about which you have strong feelings – likes or dislikes.  These likes do not have to relate to each other or to the previous lines you have written.  

Line 11: End your poem with the words THIS IS ME.  I AM!  (Review the sample below.)

I AM

Rain, Forests, and Sunsets.

I like long walks and quiet times.

Honesty, humor, peace are important to me.

I find satisfaction in others’ peace of mind.

I can be fearsome when my ideas are challenged,

But I thrive on intelligent conversation.

I love this Earth and its animals.

I can be counted on to help.

I have strong feelings when life is threatened.

This is me. I AM!
Character Identifiers 

Directions: We are going to now develop our characters and what they represent within the story.  J.D. Salinger obviously had a motivation for creating each character the way that he did, well, why did he do that?  What or whom does each character represent and why?  This is both a literal translation and a metaphoric translation.  This may be a bit harder than what you are used to, that’s okay.  We are trying to challenge you to look deeper into the characters. This is worth 15 points:  2 per character, 1 for your name.



Literally the character is…


              Metaphorically the character is…

Ackley



Stradlater



Jane Gallagher



Sally Hayes



Mr. Spencer and wife



Mr. Antolini



Maurice and Sunny 
Relationships – Holden and…

Directions: Find and explain Holden’s relationships with both men and women.  Be sure to indicate just how they met, or how they became friends.  Also include the chapter in which the character is first introduced.  Each relationship should be explained in Holden’s terms (phony or otherwise).  How did he feel about that person?  How did that person feel about Holden?  Were they actually friends or just acquaintances?  Each relationship is worth 5 points and will be graded on the thoroughness of your answer.   

Include Phoebe, Allie and D.B. on the back side of this worksheet.

Ackley



Stradlater



Jane Gallagher



Sally Hayes



Mr. Spencer and wife



Mr. Antolini



Maurice and Sunny 
From revered to recluse
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