Mary Shelley’s

Frankenstein   K-W-L

What do you know already about the Frankenstein?

What do you want to know about the Frankenstein?

What did you learn about the Frankenstein?
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English 202



 Frankenstein 
Biography of Mary Shelley

It was apparent that the life of Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin was going to be out of step with the ordinary from the moment of her birth on August 30, 1797. She had both unorthodox parents and an orthodox family structure: her father, William Godwin, was a celebrated philosopher and historian who had briefly been a Calvinist minister. A cold, remote man who overate grossly and borrowed money from anyone who would give him a loan, he had little time for anything but his philosophical endeavors. This intellectual single-mindedness was somewhat modulated by his passion for Mary Wollstonecraft. With the possible exception of William Blake, Wollstonecraft was the most influential of the Enlightenment radicals. Having declared herself independent at the age of twenty-one, she ran a school with her sisters and was the respected friend of the philosopher Samuel Johnson. While in France, she had an affair with an army captain which ended in the birth of her first daughter, Fanny. After the soldier abandoned her and the child, she returned to England and attempted suicide. Happily or unhappily, she failed, and began writing in a variety of genres. It was her revolutionary feminist writings, however, that won her lasting fame. 

The first meeting between Godwin and Wollstonecraft took place at a dinner party at Godwin's home. Drawn to each other by virtue of their shared philosophical beliefs, the two began an affair begun in the autumn of 1796. When Mary discovered that she was pregnant, the couple decided to marry in order to legitimate both of Mary's children. The couple, however, in adherence to their enlightened views, continued to live and work independently. The pair remained devoted to each other, and Godwin was devastated when Wollstonecraft died shortly after the birth of their daughter, Mary. Although he was fond of his daughters, the task of raising them alone proved too much for Godwin, and he immediately set about finding a second wife. His proposal to Maria Reveley, who would later become Mary's best friend, was rejected. 

He later married Mary Jane Clairmont, the first woman to respond to his overtures. This second wife proved to be a cruel, shallow woman who neglected Fanny and Mary in favor of her own children. Mary (who was so lively that her father had nicknamed her Mercury) was frequently whipped for impertinence; rebellion came naturally to the headstrong Mary, and she refused to be subdued. Though the girls were given lessons in domesticity (cooking, cleaning, and other wifely duties) Mary could not feign interest in such pursuits: she would simply take up a book and let the dinner burn. Her father was the most important person in her life, and his favor meant everything to her. She excelled in her lessons and could hold her own in adult conversation ​ often with the great minds of her time ​ from a remarkably early age. Around the age of eight, she began reading the writings of her mother. By the time she was ten, she had memorized every word. 

Mary spent hours at her mother's grave, reading or eating meals when the atmosphere at home was particularly bad. This habit continued well into her teens, when she was sent to live at Ramsgate with a Miss Petman. This move was prompted by Mary's frailty and inability to concentrate at home. From Ramsgate, she journeyed to Scotland to stay with Baxter, a close friend of her father's. Living with the Baxters was the happiest time that Mary had thereto known. When she returned to London a year later, she had grown into a woman. She became closer to her father than ever before, and the two engaged in constant philosophical debate. This served, predictably, to augment her stepmother's hatred. 

The poet Percy Shelley, a devoted follower and friend of William Godwin's, began spending a great deal of time in the Godwin home. Although he was married, his presence made an immediate impression on Mary, who began to read poetry at his inducement. Shelley's genuine admiration for the works of Mary's mother earned him her trust ​ she invited him to accompany her on her visits to her mother's grave, and the two became inseparable. Their intellectual kinship was passionately felt by both of them, and they rapidly fell in love. Godwin was furious at this development, and immediately barred the poet from his home. The couple, however, refused to be separated and began a clandestine correspondence. With the help of Mary's stepsister, they were able to elope. 

Setting up housekeeping in London was expensive, and money was very tight for the newly married pair. Relations between them were somewhat strained: Shelley's first wife Harriet belatedly bore him a son, and his good friend Thomas Hogg became enamored of Mary. To make matters worse, Mary became pregnant; the child, a daughter, died shortly after birth. Mary fell into an acute depression. 

Having conceived a dislike for London (perhaps as a result of their misfortunes), the couple began traveling: in the English countryside, in France, and elsewhere. Mary was writing profusely, and published Frankenstein in 1818. No one could have predicted the extent of the book's popularity: it would remain the most widely-read English novel for three decades. Although it was maliciously rumored that Percy Shelley was the book's true author, Mary was catapulted to the forefront of the struggle for recognition then being waged by woman writers. 

Tragically, Percy Shelley drowned in a shipwreck in 1822. Though Mary was desolate, she remained dedicated to her son, Percy Florence. She spent the remainder of her life championing her husband's neglected poetry, and was eventually successful in forcing its publication. Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley died in her sleep at age fifty-four. 

Anticipation guide

	
	Statement
	Agree/Disagree—justify your answer

	1. 
	The way a person looks on the outside impacts and/or reflects the way the person is on the inside.     
	

	2. 
	If a mother knows that her child is evil and has committed horrendous crimes, then she should turn her child into the authorities immediately.   
	

	3. 
	People who are not sure if they want to have children should not have them until positive.   
	

	4. 
	If a person goes into isolation from society and loved ones, that person is either up to no good or headed for trouble.     
	

	5. 
	If a child grows up under horrible disadvantages without any positive role models, then that child is not fully responsible for his or her actions in life.     
	

	6. 
	Cloning experimentation is a positive.   Advancements in science are positive and should be financially supported by the government.    
	

	7. 
	It’s impossible not to draw opinions of people based on the way they look, what they wear, or how they talk.    
	

	8. 
	There is no excuse for a mother abandoning (leaving a newborn alone and helpless) or murdering her own child.   
	

	9. 
	For each person/creature in the world, there is another person/creature (a.k.a. “soul mates”).   Life is not designed to be lived alone.  
	

	10. 
	Society does an outstanding job of maintaining the balance between science/technology and humanity.  
	

	11. 
	Parents are ultimately responsible for their children’s actions.   
	

	12. 
	Revenge can never be justified.  Vengeance destroys the life of the revenger and revengee.  
	


Unitedstreaming video on Frankenstein
1. Who is the author of Frankenstein? 

2. What does the term “Frankenstein” mean?  

3. What is one of its central themes?  

4. What was society’s focus before technology?

5. What invention ignited the industrial revolution?

6. What happened to Mary Shelley’s first baby?

7. What prompted Mary Shelley to start Frankenstein?

8. What year was the novel published?  How old was she when she started?  When she finished?

9. Why was Frankenstein published anonymously?

10. Explain who Prometheus is. 

11. Why is Robert Walton in the novel?

12. How is electricity seen in the novel? 

Prometheus 
[image: image4.jpg]


The subtitle The Modern Prometheus refers to the figure in Greek mythology who was responsible for a conflict between mankind and the gods. In order to help the people, Prometheus stole Zeus's fire from the sun. The people were thereby given an advantage to the animals since fire gave man the ability to make weapons and tools. Prometheus was severely punished by Zeus who chained him to a rock in the Caucasus. Every night, Prometheus was visited by an eagle who ate from his liver. During the day, however, his liver grew back to its original state. 

It also refers to the story of Prometheus plasticator who was to said to have created and animated mankind out of clay. 

These two myths were eventually fused together: the fire that Prometheus had stolen is the fire of life with which he animated his clay models. 

Because of the 'creating' aspect, Prometheus became a symbol for the creating artist in the eighteenth century. 

Victor Frankenstein can indeed be seen as the modern Prometheus. He defies the gods by creating life himself. Instead of being the created, Victor takes God's place and becomes the creator. Just as Prometheus, Victor gets punished for his deeds. He is, however, punished by his creation whereas Prometheus was punished by the god who he stole from. 


Source: 

· Encarta '95. CD-ROM. United States of America: Microsoft Corporation, 1994. 

Caucasus-A region between the Black and Caspian seas that includes southwest Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, and that forms part of the traditional boundary between Europe and Asia. Inhabited before 2000 B.C., it was the scene of countless invasions over the millennia. Conquered by Russia during the 18th and 19th centuries, the region has vast oil resources, which were a major German objective in World War II. Following the collapse of the USSR in 1991, the region became the site of various secessionist movements.

Frankenstein—Letters 1-4:  answer each question in complete sentences.

Who is R. Walton, and why is he writing to his sister?

Where is Walton when he writes Letter 1?  Why is he there?  What are his plans?

What did R. Walton love to read about when he was a boy?

What career did R. Walton pursue unsuccessfully for a year before inheriting his cousin’s fortune?

What does R. Walton tell his sister is the “one want which I have never yet been able to satisfy”?

Why did R. Walton decide to hire the man who is now master of the ship?

What strange sight do R. Walton and his men see with their telescopes as they wait for the fog to clear?

Write the quote here and page number:

How much time has elapsed between Letter 3 and Letter 4? What “strange accident” has happened to the sailors?

What is odd about the stranger’s asking where the ship is going before he consents to come aboard?

What does the stranger answer when asked why he has come so far on the ice?  

What is it about the stranger that Captain Walton finds so interesting and appealing?  What is it about the captain that makes the stranger so gloomy and upset?

How much time has elapsed when Walton begins writing again?  What has happened in the meantime?  How does the man respond to Walton’s project?  Why does the man agree to tell his story?

Prediction:  What will the stranger’s story be about?

Chapter 1

Whose relationship is the stranger describing when he says, “He strove to shelter her, as a fair exotic is sheltered by the gardener…”?

What is the story of the man’s mother, Caroline Beaufort?  How does the man feel toward his parents?  How did the stranger’s parents treat him when he was a child?

Why did the peasant family raise Elizabeth Lavenza—and why did they give her up?

Do we know the man’s name yet?  What is his family’s name?

Chapter 2

To what native country did Victor’s parents return to raise their children?

Who is Victor’s close boyhood friend?

Chapter 3

Why does Victor's father send him to the university of Ingolstadt ? How old is Victor then? (Ingolstadt is in  southern Germany, in Bavaria, on the Danube, 43 miles north of Munich. The university founded  there in 1472 moved to Landshut in 1802 and to Munich in 1826.) 

What happens to Elizabeth and Victor’s mother as a result of Elizabeth’s scarlet fever?  How does this compare to his mother’s early history?

 What does Victor learn from M. Krempe? How does Victor respond to him, and on what grounds? Is this a   good basis for making such a decision? 

 What does Victor learn from M. Waldman? How does Victor respond to him? How does Victor think of his older science as opposed to modern science? What does M. Waldman say in describing modern chemistry that changes Victor's mind? What does Victor say he will now do? 

Chapter 4

Who is Cornelius Agrippa and how does Victor find out about him?  How does Victor’s father respond, and how does Victor comment on that response?

What happens when Victor sees an oak tree destroyed by lightning and hears an explanation?  What does Victor then begin to study?

Who or what does he credit for this credit for this change in direction?  Who or what does he blame for his “utter and terrible destruction”?

How well does Victor progress during the next two years? What does he then become interested in and what ultimately does he discover? 

Will he share that knowledge with Walton? Why? (Note the “present” of the telling breaking through the narration here.)

What does Victor mean when he talks about “bestowing animation”?
Prediction:  Will Victor’s father learn what his son is up to at school?

Letter 1 - Ch. 4 Focus Question #1: Do you think Frankenstein went too far in his quest for knowledge? What was his motivation and was it a good motive for his project? Did he have adequate knowledge to begin his project? Did he consider the consequences of his actions? Explain.

Chapter 5

Given all the mad doctor and monster movies we've seen, including perhaps versions of Frankenstein, what is unexpected about the description of the actual creation of life here? How much do we learn of the actual procedure?

How does Victor respond to the actual creation of life? What surprises him about the way the creature he has brought to life looks? What does that do to Victor's response?

What does Victor dream? How does the dream grow out of, comment on, even explain what Victor has done and been through?

What does the creature do? How does Victor respond?

Whom does Victor meet arriving in a coach the next morning? How does Victor respond? What does Victor discover when they go to Victor’s apartment? How does Victor respond? What happens to him and for how long? Is there any more news of the creature?

How much does Victor confide to his friend Clerval about bringing the creature to life?

What is Victor describing when he says that “surely nothing but the unbounded and unremitting attentions of my friend could have restored me to life”?

Chapter 6

What is waiting for Victor when he finally recovers? Who has nursed him during his illness?

What does Elizabeth say about Justine in her letter to Victor? Who is Justine Moritz and what is her story? What comments does Elizabeth make about her position in Swiss society?

Who is William and how old is he? Have we heard of him before?

What does Victor do after his recovery ? What is Clerval's "plan of life" ?

Why is Victor in such a good mood right before getting the upsetting letter from his father?

Chapter 7

According to the letter from Victor’s father, what has happened to William?

Where does Victor see the creature again, several months after creating him?

What does Victor now believe happened to William? What does Victor assume about the nature of the   creature?

Who has been identified as the murderer, and on what evidence? How does Victor respond to this news?  Why doesn't he say anything about the real murderer?

Prediction:  Will Justine be executed or set free?  Why?

Chapter 8

What happens at Justine's trial? How can Victor prove Justine’s innocence?

The next day, why does Justine say she has confessed to the murder of William? How does Victor respond to Justine's situation and to Elizabeth's anguish?

What is the incriminating evidence against Justine?

Why are many who know Justine hesitant to come forward on her behalf?   Why doesn’t Elizabeth’s appeal sway the crowd?

Why does Justine confess her guilt?

Victor refers to himself as the “true murderer”.  Why does he feel that his hands are “thrice cursed”?

Chapter 9

How does Victor’s father try to cheer him up after Justine’s death?

Victor says that he is tempted to kill himself after Justine’s death.  Why doesn’t he?

Why does Victor go to Chamounix? 

Ch. 5 - 9 Focus Question #2: Does Victor Frankenstein bear any responsibility for the deaths of William or Justine?  How much responsibility should humans bear for the side effects of their creations? Explain.

Chapter 10

How does Victor feel at this point?  

Who does he quote?  What does the poem mean?  

Whom does Victor see?  How does he respond?  

In this chapter, we finally hear the creature speak for the first time.  What does he say?  

What does the creature ask of Victor?  

Chapter 11

From whose point of view is the story now being told? 

What does the creature remember about his first few weeks of life?  Were these happy times for him?  Why do you think he wants to tell his creator this tale?

Chapter 12

Why does the creature stop taking food from the cottagers’ supply?

How does the creature learn to speak?

How does the creature learn to read?

How does the creature learn what he looks like?

List two favors the creature does for the cottagers.

Chapter 13

Why does Felix cheer up in the spring?  Who arrives?

What is Safie’s background?  

How does her language problem help the creature?

How much of a monster can he be to say “but when I heard details of vice and bloodshed, my wonder ceased and turned away with disgust and loathing”?

Chapter 14

How did the De Lacey family lose their money?  

How did Safie come to find and join them?

Chapter 15

What is the creature’s reaction to Paradise Lost?

How long has it been since the creature came to life?  

What does the creature hope will happen when he talks to De Lacey?  What actually happens?

Reread the section where the creature reveals himself to the cottagers. Copy a part of that description that sticks in your mind for some reason—tell why.

Prediction—Where will the creature go now?

Chapter 16

How does the creature learn that the cottagers had moved out of their cottage?

Where does the creature decide to go after burning the cottage?

How does the creature travel?  Does this remind you of any other people’s travels? - explain

The creature says that, “a circumstance that happened when I arrived on the confines of Switzerland…confirmed…the bitterness and horror of my feelings.”  What happens to confirm his hatred of humans?

What event happens when the creature is near Geneva?  Who is the boy?  Who is the woman?

Why does the creature want Justine to suffer, and how does he decide to accomplish that?

Ch. 10 - 16 Focus Question #3: One of the tragedies of Frankenstein is the refusal of other characters in the novel to recognize the monster as a full human being. What are the qualities that make us human? Which of these qualities does the monster have? Which does he not have?

Chapter 17

What does the creature demand from Victor?

How does Victor at first respond to the creature’s demand?  What response does expect from the creature?  

What approach does the creature say he will take?  How effective is he in convincing Victor? 

“After…reflection, I concluded that the justice due to both him and my fellow creatures demanded of me that I should comply with his request.”  Who is speaking, and what does he/she mean?  
Why does Victor return to England?

Chapter 18
Where does Victor set up his lab to work on the female?

How does Victor appear and respond to his family when he returns home? 

Why does Victor’s father think Victor might not want to marry Elizabeth? 

How does Victor feel about the work he is doing on the female?  Explain.
Chapter 19

What are Clerval’s plans for his career?  

Where does Victor’s journey end, and what does he plan to do there?  Why is he afraid?

Chapter 20

List two fears Victor has about creating a female creature.

Why does Victor change his mind about creating the female?  Who watches his as he destroys the female? 

How does Victor interpret the creature’s threat, “…remember, I shall be with you on your wedding night”?

Do you think Victor should have created the female?  Why or why not?

When Victor encounters the harbor to ask directions, why does the stranger answer rudely, “Maybe you are come to a place that will not prove much to your taste…”?

Chapter 21

What happens to Clerval?

How is Victor’s reaction to what happens to Clerval like his reaction when the creature was brought to life?

Who is Mr. Kirwin, and how does he treat Victor?  What is Victor accused of? 

Who is there when Victor wakes up?

What happens at Victor’s trial?  

How does Victor feel as they leave Ireland and go to France?
Chapter 17-21 Focus Question:

Compare Victor Frankenstein with the creature he created.  In what ways are their life experiences similar?  In what ways are they different?  List five ways Victor and his creature are similar, and five ways they’re different. Can the two characters be seen as a “doppelganger,” or two parts of a divided self?  

	Doppelganger!

Do you have an exact double somewhere in the world? Can a person be in two places at once?
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Incredible true cases of exact doubles who appear often as a forecast of death or disaster, and remarkable stories of people who can be in two places at the same time. 

There are many intriguing accounts throughout history of people who claim to have either encountered apparitions of themselves - their doppelgangers - or have experienced the phenomenon of bilocation, being in two separate locations at the very same time.

"Doppelganger" is German for "double walker" - a shadow self that is thought to accompany every person. Traditionally, it is said that only the owner of the doppelganger can see this phantom self, and that it can be a harbinger of death. Occasionally, however, a doppelganger can be seen by a person's friends or family, resulting in quite a bit of confusion.

Emilie Sagée

One of the most fascinating reports of a doppelganger comes from American writer Robert Dale Owen who was told the story by Julie von Güldenstubbe, the second daughter of the Baron von Güldenstubbe. In 1845, when von Güldenstubbe was 13, she attended an exclusive girl's school near what is now Latvia. One of her teachers was a 32-year-old French woman named Emilie Sagée. And although the school's administration was quite pleased with Sagée's performance, she soon became the object of rumor and odd speculation. Sagée, it seemed, had a double that would appear and disappear in full view of the students.

In the middle of class one day, while Sagée was writing on the blackboard, her exact double appeared beside her. The doppelganger precisely copied the teacher's every move as she wrote, except that it did not hold any chalk. The event was witnessed by 13 students in the classroom. A similar incident was reported at dinner one evening when Sagée's doppelganger was seen standing behind her, mimicking the movements of her eating, although it held no utensils.

The doppelganger did not always echo her movements, however. On several occasions, Sagée would be seen in one part of the school when it was known that she was in another at that time. The most astonishing instance of this took place in full view of the entire student body of 42 students on a summer day in 1846. The girls were all assembled in the school hall for their sewing and embroidery lessons. As they sat at the long tables working, they could clearly see Sagée in the school's garden gathering flowers. Suddenly Sagée's doppelganger appeared in a chair - while the real Sagée could still be seen in the garden. The students noted that Sagée's movements in the garden looked tired while the doppelganger sat motionless. Two brave girls approached the phantom and tried to touch it, but felt an odd resistance in the air surrounding it. One girl actually stepped between the teacher's chair and the table, passing right through the apparition, which remained motionless. It then slowly vanished.

Sagée claimed never to have seen the doppelganger herself, but said that whenever it was said to appear, she felt drained and fatigued. Her physical color even seemed to pale at those times.

Famous Doppelgangers

There have been many cases of doppelgangers appearing to well-known figures:

· John Donne, the 16th century English poet whose work often touched on the metaphysical, was visited by a doppelganger while he was in Paris - not his, but his wife's. She appeared to him holding a newborn baby. Donne's wife was pregnant at the time, but the apparition was a portent of great sadness. At the same moment that the doppelganger appeared, his wife had given birth to a stillborn child. 

· Percy Bysshe Shelley, still considered one of the greatest poets of the English language, encountered his doppelganger in Italy. The phantom silently pointed toward the Mediterranean Sea. Not long after, and shortly before his 30th birthday in 1822, Shelley died in a sailing accident - drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. 

· Queen Elizabeth I of England was shocked to see her doppelganger laid out on her bed. The queen died shortly thereafter. 

Join the Discussion:  Does anyone believe the theory that we all have a double?

Chapter 22

Why doesn’t Victor get home quickly?

What does Elizabeth say in her letter?  How does Victor respond?

What are the marriage plans?  How does Victor prepare for what he fears will happen?  

How do Victor and Elizabeth get to Evian and why do they stop there?

Chapter 23

Has Victor understood the Creature’s promise correctly?  What happens on Victor’s wedding night?  

When Victor hears the bride scream, he says, “the whole truth rushed into my mind.”  Briefly explain what he realizes.

How does the creature respond?

What happens when Victor returns to Geneva?  What happens to Victor’s father?  What happens to Victor?

What happens when Victor tries to get the authorities to help him hunt for the creature?

Chapter 24

What happens during Victor’s pursuit of the Creature?  Where do they go?  What does the creature do?

What sustains Victor during his pursuit?

Why does the creature sometimes leave Victor messages about where to find food?

What does Victor ask Walton to do?  What does he warn Walton about the creature?

Walton’s letter cont.

Why wouldn’t Victor tell the details about the creation? 

How has Victor come to understand himself?  How does Walton respond to Victor’s impending death?

How does Walton avoid the threat of a mutiny?

Why is Walton returning to England?  What will Victor do? 

Does Victor blame himself?  What is Walton’s response to Victor’s death?

What happens as Walton is writing?  What is the effect of shifting to the present tense here?

When Walton sees the creature in the cabin with Victor’s body, what is familiar about the scene?  Why has the creature come to see Victor?

How does the Creature explain what he has done?  How does Walton respond to the creature?  

Do we see the Creature die?  What do you think happens to the creature after he is taken away by the waves? 

Ch. 22 - end Focus Question 5:   Some scholars have used Frankenstein as a central piece in their argument against the development of cloning technology. Others argue that the problem was not with Victor Frankenstein's scientific methods, but with his responses to his creation - that we should develop cloning technology, but use it wisely. Decide whether the novel is "for" or "against" cloning. Support your argument with passages from the book.

	For Cloning
	Against Cloning

	
	


Which side do you agree with?  Explain Why – 
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Found Poem Assignment         Borrowed with permission from R. Clark, BGHS English Department


Here it is… the chance to demonstrate your knowledge of the novel Frankenstein. You read it, you responded to it, you GOT it.  Now, it’s time to apply your new found expertise. You will pull together some of the characters, important moments, and themes in order to show the message(s) the story conveyed to you.

To do this, you will construct a found poem—that is, a poem that you create using words and phrases found within the story.  In other words, you will not be using any words of your own (though you may include “a,” “the,” “or,” “here,” and “there,” to connect gaps, etc.)
How does a found poem work?

A found poem is created first thinking about the work as a whole: character development, themes, etc…

For Frankenstein, for example, consider:
	· Friendship/Family

· Ambition

· Discrimination

· Loneliness/Fear

· Power
	· Dr. Frankenstein
· R. Walton
· the Creature
· Elizabeth
· Henry Clerval
	· Is the monster human or not?

· Did Dr. Frankenstein do the right thing?

· Does the monster have choices?  

· Is Frankenstein to blame for everything?


***Review your notes, study packet and book to help sort through some of these issues.***

You will create stanzas… Create stanzas – each stanza, or grouping of lines – should/ might have its own focus of the larger theme. For example, if I were to do a piece about the monster, I might have 4 stanzas. 1, anger; 2, frustration 3, fear; 4, desires.  I might title it, “Desolate my heart” based on the teaser from the book.
	An example from a piece (“Sorry, Wrong Number”)

Why should anybody?                                                           p. 4

I’m all alone

p. 2

I don’t see how
p. 2

I asked explicitly

p. 2

I’ve never seen such inefficient, miserable service

p.4

Why are you so stupid?

p. 2

I don’t know

p. 2

Sarcastically

p. 2

High-Strung, Demanding

p. 2

Angrily

p. 2

Storming

p.4

Why are you so stupid?

p. 2

You didn’t try 

Everybody is so stupid

p.3

you ought to do something more immediate and drastic 

p.3

Ridiculous!

p.3

Everything’s wrong

p.4

I am Mrs. Stevenson

p.4

Why are you so stupid?

p. 2


	Let’s try writing a stanza on our own....

P.




Focus of Poem:

	Page Numbers with examples/references to this theme or character

	


	Quotes (or start of quote
	Reaction/Mood of Piece (how it fits)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Quotes (or start of quote
	Reaction/Mood of Piece (how it fits)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



GRADING RUBRIC, Found Poem

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Uh-oh
	Eh
	So-so
	Good
	Whoo-whoo!


	Proper Format – heading, page on right-hand side, stanzas, title, typed, written as a poem (2 checks)


	
	
	
	
	

	Clear and evident pre-work attached; lines not chosen randomly


	
	
	
	
	

	
Title –also a line from the text-- that “fits”


	
	
	
	
	

	One clear focus that travels throughout with strong quote choices to match (2 checks)


	
	
	
	
	

	Clear divided stanzas that make sense for each section and the larger theme


	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates true knowledge about your understanding of the book (2 checks)


	
	
	
	
	

	Explanatory paragraph that explains your goal of the poem  
	
	
	
	
	


/50 Points

The steps to take…

1. Decide on a central idea or character for your poem.  Circle it.

2. Spend time searching through the novel for specific passages that connect to the central idea.  Write these page numbers down in your notes and for each scene/paragraph you find, write down the most important sentences—those that will connect best to your central idea. (Use the handout to do this)

3. Begin deciding which words and phrases in your sentences are most important.  Circle them.

4. Now spend time deciding which of these circled words you will be using, in what order they will be used, and how you are going to tie them all together to make a meaningful poem.

5. Write a draft of your poem, placing the lines of poetry on the left of the page and the page numbers where you got the words and phrases on the right side.

Important tips to remember:

1. Poetry doesn’t have to rhyme… choose lines that stand out to YOU.
2. Show, don’t tell—give us words or phrases that convey an action, vivid description, etc.

3. Find words or phrases that include objects.

4. Try to make unusual, fresh connections between words.

5. Include parts of direct quotations to keep the poem active and engaging.

6. Introduce your poem’s central idea and go somewhere with it…show us how the author moved and explored this central idea throughout the novel.
7. Come up with a unique and creative title
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Listen to and read the lyrics from the song “Mr. Roboto” by the STYX.  Hopefully you’re recognizing several strong connections between the song and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.

For this assignment, start by underlining passages with powerful links to the novel and writing reactions on the side.  Once you’ve done that, pull out three different lines and write a brief, but thoughtful paragraph for EACH explaining how that song lyric fits the novel via characters or themes.  
	Mr. Roboto

You're wondering who I am-machine or mannequin
With parts made in Japan, I am the modern man

I've got a secret I've been hiding under my skin
My heart is human, my blood is boiling, my brain I.B.M.
So if you see me acting strangely, don't be surprised
I'm just a man who needed someone, and somewhere to hide
To keep me alive-just keep me alive
Somewhere to hide to keep me alive

I'm not a robot without emotions-I'm not what you see
I've come to help you with your problems, so we can be free
I'm not a hero, I'm not a savior, forget what you know
I'm just a man whose circumstances went beyond his control
Beyond my control-we all need control
I need control-we all need control

I am the modern man, who hides behind a mask
So no one else can see my true identity

Thank you very much, Mr. Roboto
For doing the jobs that nobody wants to
And thank you very much, Mr. Roboto
For helping me escape just when I needed to
Thank you-thank you, thank you
I want to thank you, please, thank you

The problem's plain to see: too much technology
Machines to save our lives. Machines dehumanize.

The time has come at last
To throw away this mask
So everyone can see
My true identity...
I'm Kilroy! Kilroy! Kilroy! Kilroy!
	Connection to Frankenstein



Who is Kilroy?

During World War II, the saying "Kilroy Was Here!" began to appear as graffiti at home and wherever the American military traveled abroad. Eventually the saying, and the cartoon character that often accompanied it, came to represent America's worldwide presence. Today, it remains a whimsical symbol of the momentous achievements made by an entire generation of Americans during the 20th century's darkest hour.
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