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Sophomore Writing Packet


Writing papers in the correct format is a wonderful endeavor.  To begin with, writing in the proper format is definitely (not defiantly) good for your grade.  Numerous students have earned countless points writing in this format that was designed by the lovely Modern Language Association (MLA).  In addition to earning points on papers, writing in the proper format makes teachers happy.  Everyone wants teachers to be happy while they grade all of those papers.  Lastly, writing in this fantastically designed format is in vogue.  That’s right…it makes you look good, which then make you feel good.  Ultimately, writing in the appropriate format is the way to go.
[image: image7.wmf]
	[   ]
	Unnecessary words/ Remove these words/ omit

	(   )
	My suggestion for other words

	~~~~~~
	Error in phrase (wavy underline)

	¶
	Start a new paragraph

	^
	Add a word (usually an article = a, an, or the)

	?
	It is not clear what you mean/write more clearly

	____
	Underlined or highlighted words have an error. Figure it out.

	Agr
	Subject and verb do not agree (e.g.  She have my book.)

	Art
	Article use error  a, an, the, or 0 (nothing)

	Awk
	Awkward phrasing or choice of words.
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	Capitalization error (circled)

	Frag.
	Incomplete sentence-needs subject, verb or another clause

	R.O.
	Run-on.  A sentence that goes on and on.  Break it down.

	P
	Punctuation error-period, comma, etc.

	Pl
	Use plural word form

	Prep
	Preposition error

	Sing
	Use singular word form

	SP
	Spelling error.  When in doubt use a dictionary!

	WC
	Word Choice.  Choose a word that is more precise or descriptive in meaning

	M?
	Missing a Main or Topic Sentence

	E?
	Evidence or support is missing or more needs to be added

	L?
	Link or significance of the evidence is missing…you need to link the information given

	Con?
	Concluding Sentence is missing or needs to be added

	Thesis?
	Thesis is missing

	OK Thesis
	Thesis works, but could be improved

	+
	Good point…you’re on the right track.

	
	

	
	


Composition Correction Symbols 

Julie Sevastopoulos   http://gocsm.net/sevas/studyguide.html
Punctilious Punctuator

Colons
[image: image9.wmf]Use a colon before a list it if comes after a complete sentence.  Note:  Colons may not appear after a verb or preposition.

EX:  We had to bring many things to the test center: two led pencils, a calculator, and paper for our impromptu essays.

Use a colon before a formal quotation if it comes after a complete sentence.

EX:  Patrick Henry’s fame rests upon his ringing words: “Give me liberty or give me death!”

Use a colon before an explanation if it comes after a complete sentence.

EX:  George decided to delay his going to college by a year: he needed time to overcome the grief he suffered when his father died unexpectedly.

Quotation Marks
[image: image10.emf]  1" 
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Use quotation marks to enclose a direct quotation--a person’s exact words, not a paraphrase of them.

EX:  Marie said, “I have an hour’s detention for being late for homeroom.”

EX:  Marie said that she had an hour’s detention for being late for homeroom.

When using quotation marks, place commas and periods within the quotes, semicolons and colons outside the quotation marks.

EX:  “I’ve got a report due tomorrow,” he said.

EX:  Ms. Tedell said, “Write your answers on one side of the page”; however, I wasn’t paying attention and put mine on both sides.

When using quotation marks, put question marks and exclamation points inside the marks if the question or exclamation is contained within the statement quoted.

EX:  “Have you finished studying for tomorrow’s test?” he asked.

EX:  Did you say, “Get lost”?

Use quotation marks to enclose the names of short works (e.g., short stories, poems, songs, chapters, articles, or other parts of books or periodicals.)

EX:  You’ll find Keats’s poem “Ode on a Grecian Urn” in the British literature textbook.

Italics (Underlining)
Use italics for titles of books, periodicals, works of art (pictures, musical compositions, statues, etc.), planes, trains, ships, and so on.
EX:  The Red Badge of Courage, the Mona Lisa, U.S. News and World Report, the Challenger, the Spirit of St. Louis, etc.

Use italics for words, letters, and figures referred to as such as well as foreign words not yet part of common English.

Circle the correct choice.  

1- The team won (its) (it's) game.  Did you win (yours) (your's), (to) (too) (two)?

2- They left (their) (there) books (there) (their) (they're).

3- I hear (your) (you're) about to graduate.

4- (Its) (It's) nice that (there) (their) (they're) friendly.

5- Although I get (alot) (a lot) of colds, I feel (all right)(alright) now.

6- (Whose) (Who's) prettier (then) (than) you?

7- Are you tired?  I'm out of (breathe) (breath), (too) (to)  (two).

8- Run back and (fourth) (forth) from (hear) (here) to (their)   (there).

9- (Your) (You're) about to (loose) (lose) (your) (you're) book.

10- Everyone will (accept) (except) the prize (accept) (except)  you.

11- Do you know (weather) (whether) or not he will give me the   prize.

12- Many people (choose) (chose) to live in large cities.

13- Is the doctor (through) (thorough) (threw) with my exam?

14- What (affect) (effect) does the school (principle)(principal) have on you?

15- What did he (advice) (advise) you to do? Did you take his (advice)(advise)?
16- (There) (Their) (They're) are (alot) (a lot) of (your)  (you're) friends in the boat.  

17- I will (buy) (by) a book (buy) (by) Ray Bradbury.

Tense Consistency Exercises  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/index.htm.
A. Recognizing Shifts in Sentences:  Check the following sentences for confusing shifts in tense. If the tense of each underlined verb expresses the time relationship accurately, write S (satisfactory). If a shift in tense is not appropriate, write U (unsatisfactory) and make necessary changes. In most cases with an inappropriate shift, there is more than one way to correct the inconsistency. Reading the sentences aloud will help you recognize differences in time.

___ 1. If the club limited its membership, it will have to raise its dues.

___ 2. While Barbara puts in her contact lenses, the telephone rang.

___ 3. Thousands of people will see the art exhibit by the time it closes.

___ 4. By the time negotiations began, many pessimists have expressed doubt about them.

___ 5. After Capt. James Cook visited Alaska on his third voyage, he is killed by Hawaiian islanders in 1779.

___ 6. I was terribly disappointed with my grade because I studied very hard.

___ 7. The moderator asks for questions as soon as the speaker has finished.

___ 8. Everyone hopes the plan would work.

___ 9. Harry wants to show his friends the photos he took last summer.

___ 10. Scientists predict that the sun will die in the distant future.

___ 11. The boy insisted that he has paid for the candy bars.

___ 12. The doctor suggested bed rest for the patient, who suffers from a bad cold.

 B. Completing Sentences:  Complete these sentences, using the tense suggested.

1. We stand patiently, hoping that ____________________. (use future tense)

2. Advertisers seem to believe that ______________________. (use present tense)

3. By the time the fog lifted, ___________________________. (use past perfect tense)

4. We will leave for Florida as soon as __________________. (use present tense)

5. One student keeps repeating what __________________. (use present perfect tense)

6. Yesterday our track team competed in a meet that ___________________. (use past tense)

7. Before the crew paves a driveway, they always ____________________. (use present tense [habitual action])

8. Before the crew paves the driveway, they ______________________. (use future tense [one-time action])

9. By the time the letter arrives, _____________________. (use future perfect tense)

10. When the final report is published, _____________________. (use future tense)


accused

corrected

marveled

screamed

added

coughed


mimicked

shot

addressed
cried


moaned


shouted

admitted
croaked


mumbled


shrieked

advised

crowed


murmured

shrilled

agreed




mused


sighed

announced
dared


muttered

smiled

answered
decided





smirked

approved
declared

nagged


snapped

argued

demanded

nodded


snarled

asked

denied


noted


sneered

assured

described




sneezed



doubted


objected

snickered

babbled

drawled


observed

sniffed

barked

echoed


offered


sniffled

bawled

ended


ordered


snorted

beamed

exclaimed




sobbed

began

explained

piped


spoke

begged




pleaded


sputtered

bellowed
finished

pondered

squeaked

bet

fretted


praised


stammered

bleated




prayed


started

blurted

gasped


promised

stated

boasted

gibed


proposed

stormed

boomed

giggled


protested

stuttered

bragged

greeted


put in


suggested

broke in
groaned


puzzled


surmised

bubbled

growled

bugged

grumbled

quavered

taunted



guessed


queried


teased

called

gulped


questioned

tempted

cautioned
gurgled


quipped


tested

chatted




quoted


theorized

chattered
hinted





thought

cheered

hissed


ranted


told

chided

hypothesized

reasoned

chimed in



reassured

urged

choked

imitated

recalled

chortled
implied


reckoned

vowed

chorused
informed

remarked

chuckled
inquired

remembered

wailed

clucked

insisted

reminded

warned

coaxed

interjected

repeated

went on

commanded
interrupted

replied


wept

commented



requested

whimpered

complained
jeered


responded

whined

concluded
jested


retorted

whispered

confessed
joked


roared


wondered

confided






worried

congratulated
laughed


sang

continued
lied


sassed


yawned

convinced
lisped


scolded


yelled



MEL stands for Main Idea, Evidence, Link

The writing process involves prewriting, composing, evaluating, revising, and finally editing.  MEL is simply an EASY way for you to remember the important steps of writing a strong BODY PARAGRAPH – on any topic!!
M - Main Idea (your argument or claim) 

This is what you intend to prove in your paragraph stated in a very direct and concise way. (keep it simple!!) 
· Should answer question posed in one sentence—rearranging

· Should NOT start in “yes” or “no” (even though you are answering a question!)

· Should state the response in one sentence using words such as DOES or DOES NOT

· Should NOT end in a colon

· Should not be wordy

E - Evidence (example)
This is how you will prove your Main Idea.  Use “One time” examples, facts, reasons or quotes to prove the point you have stated you will prove – in other words, be specific! Be complete! Stick to your point! You must also make certain that this information moves along smoothly with TRANSITIONS. (See additional list!)
· Should always be prefaced by a transition 
· Should prove only the main idea – nothing else

· Should use information observed or measured (by your or someone else.) ** QUOTES would fit in this category!

· Should not be choppy

· Should not ignore important evidence which could disprove main idea

· Define words that are not clear

L -Link (explanation)
This explains what your evidence has proven about your MAIN IDEA in one concise sentence (or two) and/or the Link is where you tell your reader what you have learned about writing this paragraph.
· Should answer the question WHY

· Could move the reader beyond the main idea

· Should not repeat main idea word-for-word.

CON – Conclusion (wrap-up!)  The last sentence of the paragraph should be a conclusion; a sentence that wraps everything up and gives your paragraph closure.  This should once again stress (but reword) your first claim or main idea.
· Should summarize information presented in paragraph

· Should restate main idea

· Should begin with a transition

· Should not oppose what you have already stated.

EXAMPLE MEL-CON Paragraph  (Underlined phrase = transition)

MEL-CON PARAGRAPHS

A Graphic Organizer to help you write the best paragraphs possible

	M = Main Idea  (topic sentence)           L = Links (Your explanation of how the example links to or supports the main idea)

E = Evidence / Example  (facts)           Con = Concluding Statement  (recap / summary)


_______________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                


                 M

_______________________________________________________________________________              Topic

                                                                                                                                           



           Sentence


(insert transition to 1st example here)                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                

​​​​​






 (insert transition to 2nd example)








(insert transition to 3rd example)









(insert transition to conclusion)



       



MEL-CON PARAGRAPHS

A Graphic Organizer to help you write the best paragraphs possible

	M = Main Idea  (topic sentence)          L = Links (Your explanation of how the example links

                                                                                                      to or supports the main idea)

E = Evidence / Example  (facts)           Con = Concluding Statement  (recap / summary)


____________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                M

____________________________________________________________________     Topic

                                                                                                                                         Sentence


                                                                       (transition to 1st example)                                 E

                                                                                                                                                

​​​​​






                                                                      (transition to 2nd example)









                                                                       (transition to 3rd example)








                                                                       (transition to conclusion)



What IS a thesis? 
[image: image1.wmf]
A thesis is NOT the whole essay; a thesis is the main idea, often expressed in a single sentence.
Think of your thesis as the answer to your research question.  Remember the question you had approved oh-so-long-ago?  That’s the answer you are looking for.  Think of your paper as the answer’s defense, with each body paragraph offering new support.

EXAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS
       


In terms of your papers, your thesis statement should be the first or last sentence of your introductory paragraph, and it should ANSWER THE QUESTION you chose to address.  The rest of your introduction should not give away all your support that you will provide in the rest of the paper.  It should merely set up the topic and give any general information the reader needs to know.

Remember, a thesis statement is just that—a statement, NOT a collection of sentences.

***Every paragraph in your paper has it’s own mini thesis at the beginning known as a topic sentence. Every topic paragraph should clearly support your thesis!***

Some Other Important Notes

If you paid attention to the directions for this paper, you know that this paper is going to be written in the THIRD PERSON OBJECTIVE POINT OF VIEW, which means you CANNOT use the following words anywhere in your paper (unless they appear in a quote!): I, me, my, mine, us, we, our, you, your (and any I’m forgetting!)—not even in your thesis. You CAN show your opinion without saying “I think…”.  Just by merely stating something in your paper, it is your opinion.    (    
 Paragraph 1. Introduction: attention-getter, thesis

Paragraph 2. Body Paragraph 1; reason 1  -- at least 1 quote from the story

Paragraph 3. Body Paragraph 2; reason 2 -- at least 1 quote from the story

Paragraph 4. Body Paragraph 3; reason 3 -- at least 1 quote from the story

Paragraph 5. Conclusion: summary, “food-for-thought”
Introduction:

Attention Getter:________________________________________________________________

Thesis________________________________________________________________________

   EX: Of Mice and Men teaches that friendship is important because of reason 1, reason 2, reason 3

I. TOPIC SENTENCE ______________________________________________________(reason 1) 
· Example 1_________________________________________________________________
· Example 2_________________________________________________________________
· Example 3_________________________________________________________________
II. TOPIC SENTENCE _____________________________________________________(reason 2)                  
· Example 1_________________________________________________________________
· Example 2_________________________________________________________________
· Example 3_________________________________________________________________
III. TOPIC SENTENCE ____________________________________________________(reason 3)                    
· Example 1_________________________________________________________________
· Example 2_________________________________________________________________
· Example 3_________________________________________________________________
Conclusion: 

Thesis revisited__________________________________________________________________

“Food for thought”_________________________________________________________
Writing Effective Introductions

START BROAD, GET NARROW 

(The upside-down triangle!)

--Attention-Getter, Provide Background about stories, End in Thesis--

Effective introductions do two basic things--grab the reader's interest and let the reader know what is to come. This is why effective introductions usually incorporate the thesis statement and lead up to that statement with one of a variety of hooks. The hook you select will have a lot to do with the purpose of the essay you are writing. The following are a variety of techniques you can use as hooks in your introduction.  Remember, the LAST SENTENCE of your introduction paragraph is your THESIS.
1.  Telling a story = anecdotes

2.  Make a claim…share a statistic or startling piece of info
3.  Quotation
4.  Reference to the situation with background or historical info
5.  Negate the opposition

6.  Share importance of the topic or a Statement of purpose

7.  Try to identify with audience

8.   Making a Comparison

Short Narrative or Anecdote

This type of hook tells a short descriptive story illustrating the point you will be trying to make. This type of hook is particularly effective in persuasive essays because it allows the writer to use vivid description, which appeals to the senses and emotions of the reader. The reader experiences the horror or delight of the subject of the narrative and, therefore, has already begun to be open to your arguments. For example, if you wish to convince your readers that laws requiring children to wear helmets while riding bicycles should be more strictly enforced, you might describe in vivid detail an innocent child who suffered brain damage or who died gruesomely as a result of not wearing a helmet. The more vivid the detail, the more sympathetic the reader will be to your cause. Logic will be needed to support your claim, but the emotional appeal that the short descriptive narrative makes your readers more receptive to reading what you have to say. 

Startling Statistic

One of the problems that many writers face is how to get their readers to feel that the information or opinions presented are pertinent or relevant to their readers. Using startling statistics can help solve that problem. Many people feel that any number of life's crises cannot or will not happen to them. Bad things happen to other people--not us. Making startling statistics personally relevant can open readers' minds to the possibility of tragedy hitting home and , thus, make readers more receptive to your message. For example, stating that "four billion people are diagnosed with HIV" is startling; however, stating that in any given college classroom, statistically "one in every four students will be diagnosed HIV positive," is a much more personally relevant statistic. They are the sort of statements which make one stop and ponder--and want to read more. 

Quotation Lead

Drawing upon the insightful words of famous writers or other celebrities can prove an effective way to get a reader's attention. By borrowing upon the credibility of the world renowned, a writer's own credibility is enhanced. Using a quotation lead can help enhance a writer's credibility and/ or connect readers with the familiar. Both of these benefits help writers to hook readers, getting them to read on. However, in order to be effective, a writer must select a well-known quotation or one, which is particularly insightful. Saying "Joe Blow said..." just doesn't cut it.   THERE ARE “QUOTATION WEBSITES” YOU CAN GO TO FIND A QUOTE FOR YOUR PAPER.

Historical or Background Lead

Sometimes in order to accept the information the writer is presenting, the reader must understand the historical context or significance of that information. Knowing one's audience is necessary in order for a writer to know whether or not this type of lead could be effective. Many historians and scientists and other academians find a historical perspective fascinating; however, many general audiences could get bogged down and lose interest before the author's thesis is even stated. Just be careful not to get so wrapped up in the background that you forget what you originally wanted to say.

 
Negate The Opposition
"Some people think that there is too much sex and violence on television." Someone out there is going to disagree with your thesis. That’s okay. Use your significance statement to present what the opposition has to say, and then tell your readers why those who disagree are wrong. "Some people think that there is too much sex and violence on television. However, they do not realize that most of the programs on television have a lot to offer."
Mention The Importance Of The Topic
 "It is hard to open a magazine these days without finding an article about television." Let your readers know that many writers have been examining the subject or that your topic is a popular or important one. Be careful about using the word "everyone." Everyone rarely does anything!
 

Identify with audience
Try to make a connection to the audience.  It will give your writing a sense that your topic is “hitting home.”  If your teacher is your sole audience, try making up an audience.  Just make sure it’s clear or you consult with your teacher for this option.
Make a comparison

Sometimes using a comparison between two things, a simile, or a metaphor that relates something the audience already knows to your topic can be effective.  
Think of your own option:  These are only a few ideas of how to get started!

CONCLUSION ADVICE

START BROAD, GET NARROW 

(The right-side-up triangle!)

--Start with thesis, Summarize stories’ themes, End with a hook that makes the reader think-
 One of the first things a reader remembers after having read a piece of writing is the last words the writer uses. For that reason, a writer should understand and take advantage of the power of an effective conclusion. Effective conclusions are particularly important in persuasive essays since they are the last chance the writer has to convince the reader. The following is a collection of suggestions for writing effective conclusions. 

1. Use a summary statement rather than phrases like the following: "In summary...," "To conclude...," "To summarize...," or "In closing...." These are too obvious and vague to be effective. Use a transitional phrase which summarizes a point in your essay instead. A sample summary statement is as follows: "As we have seen, poverty is a known contributor to crime; therefore, it should not be discounted when considering ways to prevent crime." 

2. Use a quotation. For example, use "As a man thinks, so is he," when your paper has just explained how negative thinking has created problems for someone. 

3. Refer to the story or character used in the introduction, such as "So don't be like Sally, be informed." 

4. Use a cleverly crafted generalization, such as "Poverty is not a great issue, if everyone is poor." 

5. Express your hopes as you look to the future. "We can only hope that people in our society will become less self-centered and become more involved in helping others." Or "We have some poverty programs, which are of great value, but in ten years the problem will still remain unless we change our attitudes." 

In addition to the aforementioned suggestions, persuasive essays should include one of the following: 

6. Issue a call for action, such as "Now that we have seen how poverty contributes to crime, give the local representatives a call to learn how to help combat poverty." 

7. Use a question and a call for action together. Example: "Why do we continue to ignore the poverty situation in America? One can help, so get involved."





Check the intro for the following…

· _______Attention Getter?

· _______Link connecting it to next part of paragraph?

· _______Background Info leading to thesis?

· _______Thesis itself (that does not use the word “thesis!”

An example of rootin’-tootin’ good introduction:
Most parents want their children to “have a childhood…have a chance to enjoy the innocence and playfulness of youth and to appreciate the rewards of school and family’” (Kotlowitz 17). LaJoe Rivers dreams of this for her children in There Are No Children Here  by Alex Kotlowitz, a story about a family growing up in the Henry Horner Homes.  Now, this wish may come true for stereotypical families, like the Brady Bunch, but it’s not true for the Rivers’ family or mine.  The Riverses and I both have lives filled with frustration, mostly, the frustration and pain that come from the lack of a father.   The guidance and gentleness a father can show to his children never once grasped my life, so the childhood we once tried to experience was quickly diminished by constant mental abuse and exposure to the struggles of parenting.  This led to my siblings and me to rapidly mature to adulthood more than other kids. But with the love, care, and constant protection from my mother, my siblings and I have gotten so far today.  In the same manner, LaJoe acted as both parents instead of one.  Although most people think every child gets to be a child, the reality of my family and the Rivers family in There are No Children Here is that not all families have fathers, and not all children get to stay children.
What’s good about it?

Underline three lines that you like and explain why they work.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Quotations

1. The following quote was said about Lennie on page 2 of the story Of Mice and Men.

...and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.
CORRECT CITATION:

2.  The following quote was said by Lennie on page 42 of the story Of Mice and Men.  (It is in “quotation marks” in the book…)
“I didn’t mean no harm, George.”

CORRECT CITATION:

3. Same quote as before (said by Lennie on page 42), but there’s a slight variation that will change the requirements… 

Lennie said, “I didn’t mean no harm, George.”

CORRECT CITATION:

4.  The following quote was said by Lennie and George on page 42 of Of Mice and Men.
Lennie said, “I didn’t mean no harm, George.”    George looked at Lennie and said, “I know you didn’t, Lennie.”

CORRECT CITATION:

QUOTATION NOTES:  (USE AN ADDITIONAL SHEET if necessary.) 
SAMPLE PAGES OF A RESEARCH PAPER IN MLA STYLE




	
	








*This double-spaced, Times New Roman, size 12 font heading goes on every paper you’ll EVER turn in EVER again in English. EVER.








*Your own creative, unique title is just one space down, and the title is centered.
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IN CONCLUSION  (the “CON” part of MEL-CON) (to replace the overused “in conclusion” or “all in all” at the end of a paragraph)





So, it is clear to see that


Summing this whole thing up


Accordingly


In summary


Consequently


Thus


As a result 


In short


Therefore


So


The evidence clearly points


All of this together means


Put is all together and


The best way to sum it up is


With all of this


The thee examples,………., prove that….


And so therefore


For all of these reasons, ………, one can see that……


This all adds up to one conclusion


So, when studying all of the reasons


With all of this in mind


Due to all of these reasons


Together


One can see that


The evidence is clear


No one can argue that


And so it is


Yes, it is evident that


Truly


To reemphasize


To repeat


Again


Indeed


Of course


There is no doubt that


There is no argument that


With all of these examples


In total


When looking at all of the possibilities


Clearly


Yes, it is true then
































Indent





M


E


L


E


L


E


L


CON








M The best hour of the day is 4th hour, lunch! E To begin with, it’s the only time I get to talk with my friends. L Spending time with my friends is so important because it helps me relax and cope with the day.                E Additionally, I’m hungry by 4th hour and need food! L Without lunch, I would not be able to concentrate in my afternoon classes. E Third and even more importantly,  I get to eat my favorite foods! L I look forward to eating my skittles first; if I had to eat broccoli, lunch wouldn’t be as enjoyable.  Con In conclusion, no one can argue that any hour is better than lunch!





�








�





E --First


Example


or


Evidence





TRANSITIONS are used to separate examples within paragraphs and to separate paragraphs.  These are only some generic examples.  Transitions can be more specialized around your own topic as well.  


EXAMPLE:  You are writing a paper on the “NO HAT POLICY” You can “CUSTOMIZE” your transitions like this:  A good first example of the hat policy in action was when…





FIRST (to replace the overused “first”)





One good example is


An interesting fact is


First of all


Initially


One piece of evidence that points to this is 


It is important to note that 


The first good piece of evidence is


One way to look at this is through


One example that proves this is


One example that suggests this is


There are several examples that show this and one of them is


First and foremost


A good first example of this is


It is important to first note that


One notable example is


The first indication of this is


To begin with


When looking over the evidence, it is clear that the first…


One reason is


One way this is true is


In the beginning


On one hand, there is


A great example is


One example that stands out is


Probably the best example to begin (start) with is


The best place to start is with


This can first be seen when


For example


For instance


The first instance that comes to mind is when…


This can be clearly seen first of all when…





SECOND  (to replace the overused “second”)





Another good example is


Another interesting fact is


Second of all


Secondly


Furthermore


A great second example is


Another good piece of evidence is 


Another way to look at this is through


Another example that proves this is


Another example that suggests this is


Another great example that helps support this is


Second and even more importantly


The second good example is 


Yet another good reason (example ) is 


Yet another piece of evidence is


Another indication of this is


Still


Even so


In the same way


Next


The next example (idea, reason, piece of evidence)


On the other hand, there is


Even more compelling is


Another example that stands out is


Similarly


Likewise


Along with that,  there is


Moreover


In addition


Adding to that


In addition to that


Still another great example is


Then again, another stronger example is


Of course


Also


In the same light


Even more interesting is


Adding to the first example is


Making an even stronger case is


An even better example of this is 


Equally as interesting was


While the first example is good, an even better one is


To add even more fuel to the fire


To add another even more interesting fact


An additional fact is





Con


Concluding


Statement





RECAP your


3 examples








L—Link 


to topic


(Explain)





Attention getter
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Imagine that the question is “Should people watch television?”





The thesis is the answer…





Everyone should watch television because without it there is no other form of entertainment that can appeal to such a wide and diverse audience.
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Ellington's Adventures in Music and Geography





          In studying the influence of Latin American, African, and Asian music 





on modern American composers, music historians tend to discuss such 





figures as Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, Henry Cowell, Alan Hovhaness,





and John Cage (Brindle: Griffiths 104-39: Hitchcock 173-98).  They usually 





overlook Duke Ellington, whom Gunther Schuller rightly calls "one of America's





great composers" (318), probably because they are familiar only with Ellington's 





popular pieces, like "Sophisticated Lady,"  "Mood Indigo," and "Solitude".  Still





little known are the many ambitious orchestral suites  Ellington composed several 





of which, such as Black, Brown, and Beige (originally entitled The African Suite).





The Liberian Suite.  The Far East Suite.  The Latin American Suite, and Afro 





Eurasian Eclipse, explore his impressions of the people, places, and music of other





countries.  





         Not all music critics, however, have ignored Ellington's excursions into longer musical 





forms.  In the 1950's, for example while Ellington was still alive, Raymond Horricks compared





him with Ravel, Delius, and Debussy:





The continually enquiring mind of Ellington [. . .] has sought to extend steadily the 


                                 


imaginative boundaries of the musical forms on which it subsists. [. . .]





Ellington since the mid-1930s has been engaged upon extending both the





imagery and the formal construction of written jazz.  (122-23)





Ellington's earliest attempts to move beyond the three-minute limit
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THIRD or FINAL (to replace the overused “third” and “finally”)





A final example (fact, reason)


And finally


Lastly


Last of all


A final great example is


The third and final example is


The final good piece of evidence is


The best way to look at this is through


The final example that proves this is 


The last example that suggest this is


The last (final) example that helps support this is


Third and even more importantly


The third good example is


Yet the best reason (example) is


Yet the best piece of evidence is


The last (final) indication of this is


Most compelling is


Even so


The best and final reason is


On top of that


The last example (idea, reason, piece of evidence)


Best of all


The final example to note


The last example that stands out is


Most importantly


Accordingly


Along with the first two examples, there is


Moreover


In addition to the first two


Adding to those


In addition to those


Still another great example is


Then again, the strongest example is


Of course


But most conclusive is


In the same light


A perfect final reason (example, fact) is


Adding to the first two examples is


Making an even stronger case is


An even better example of this is


The last place this can be seen is when 


While the first two examples are good, an even better one is 


To add even more fuel to the fire


To add a final, even more interesting fact


A good way to really show this is true is
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Statement


RECAP your


3 examples








Imagine that the question is “What’s wrong with homework?”





The thesis is the answer…





Homework causes much stress for students because of the large quantities of work, the lack of time to complete it, and the difficulty of assignments.





�








3. Thesis





At the start of your paper, you need to pull your reader in… make them want to read.  The best way to do this is through a strong introductory paragraph.  Think of it as an inverted triangle… see instructions on the left and the checklist below.





2. Link-> Background, intro books, preview paper














1. Attention-getter (quote, question, narrative, statistic…)� �
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