Minniti-405

Compare/Contrast Paper (100 points)


The scoop:  For the last week or so, we’ve been working on comparing and contrasting some beliefs, values, or opinions. Now, it’s time to write about it!  You will analyze, create a thesis, and write a paper. Yes, a paper. (2-3 pages, double-spaced, 12pt font) 

What you have left to accomplish:

1. Solidify what you’re comparing and contrasting…
· Compare/Contrast yourself with the person that you interviewed on what topic? What will be your focus?
2. CREATE A COMPARE/CONTRAST OUTLINE


due tomorrow
· The main goal here is to figure out where these differences/similarities come from and why they impact you; don’t simply compare and contrast, ANALYZE the evidence. WHY are these differences/similarities present? How do they affect who you are?

3. DECIDE UPON A THESIS, AND WRITE A ROUGH DRAFT 
due Thursday
4. PEER-EDIT on Thursday
	 WHAT YOU NEED TO INCLUDE 

FOR YOUR FINAL PAPER:

· Venn Diagram 
· Interview
· Outline
· Rough Draft/peer-edit
· Final Draft

· Rubric
	DUE DATES:

Outline due tomorrow (Tues.)
Rough Draft  due Thursday

Final Draft due Monday, 10/22
 


Process:

1. Look at your Venn Diagram and add to it after your interview
2. ANALYZE THE SIMILARITIES & DIFFERENCES

3. After going through the similarities and differences, come up with a thesis statement that is a general analysis of your two subjects 

4. Choose block or point-by-point formatting, and then begin outlining

5. Begin with an introduction that contains your thesis statement

IMPORTANT TIDBITS:

· The most important thing here is ANALYSIS! Develop a strong thesis, and support it through your analysis, specific examples, and explanations.  

· Every paragraph must have TOPIC SENTENCES and developed support.

· Use both transitions and compare/contrast words: like, similar, to, also, unlike, on the other hand

· Don’t forget the ideas covered in narrative and descriptive units: active voice, connotation, specific examples, dialogue, analogies, showing not telling…
· dialogue,  strong organization, etc. are helpful for ALL papers.

· Proofread! I will deduct points for misused words and grammar errors (especially those comma rules we discussed.)
FOCUS AND ORGANIZATION  





   
/35

Title 


/3

_____ creative

_____ “fits” paper

Introduction  

 /10

______uses appropriate attention-getter

______starts broad and becomes narrow

______has a specific, thesis

______links/ develops ideas and previews paper 

Body Paragraphs 
/15

______Topic Sentences

______Transitions between paragraphs

______Transitions between ideas within paragraphs

______Writer clearly has specific organizational pattern in mind (Option A, B, or specific style)

Conclusion

/7

____Thesis revisited

____ Well-developed ending (does not simply revisit the thesis; it is developed and offers closure)

____”Food for thought”
ANALYSIS/CONTENT/SUPPORT/ELABORATION    10 pts each 
 

/40

________Ideas are clear and accurate



_______There is sufficient evidence of self-reflection and analysis

______ Paper is well developed; reader has few to no questions

_______ The paper does not simply report the findings. It explains the whys and hows and answers key 

         questions

· What causes key similarities?

· What causes key differences?

· What effect (or cost) do they have on the subject(s?) on society

· What do the similarities  and/or differences show about the subject? Society?

CONVENTIONS   
5 pts. each







/25

_____Grammar and punctuation are correct (comma rules we discussed)

_____Sentence Variety is evident (Varied openers and lengths; no run-ons or fragments)

_____ Includes elements of narrative/descriptive writing

  (dialogue, concrete language, sensory images, active voice)

_____Third person voice is used and point-of-view is consistent throughout paper

_____Appropriate language

· Writer avoids unnecessary and casual words (“you, a lot, very, don’t, etc”)

· Words are not misused (writer has spell-checked AND proof-read
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