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Senior English goals for 405:
· Develop writing skills by extensive writing exercises, concentrating on organization and accuracy in expressing ideas.

· Create and revise multiple papers including (And not limited to): descriptive, college essay, narrative, compare/contrast, argumentative, and literary research paper.  There is no final. (Feel free to cheer.)
· Prepare students for the college writing experience.
In this class, we will write daily, reflect often, and engage in critical thought and discussion to prepare you for college – and life.  Just as writing, thinking, and discussion won’t stop at the end of high school, a paper isn’t finished after the first draft.  It is my belief that writing is re-writing, so in this class we will revise, revise, and revise. Often. Also, your peers are your best resource. Through examples and ideas of others, we learn about ourselves and are thus better able to articulate our thoughts.  Look around… the people in the room will challenge your point of view, push you to think critically,
 and make you strong, confident writers. (And I’m here, too.) ( 

Policies
MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES WITH YOU ON A DAILY BASIS:

( 1 ½  inch binder for writing portfolio  

 

(  Notebook & folder

( Blue or black ink pens and also colored pens/highlighters.

( USB  drive 
On attendance… 
Your success depends on your attendance.  You need to be here participating. Be IN your seat
when the bell rings and be ready to go. You need to have all necessary materials -- tools for peer-editing, articles we’re reading, drafts you’re writing -- with you when class starts.  Requesting to go to your locker to obtain these items will be considered an unexcused tardy or you will need to use one of your 5 passes. 
On absences… 
  When you are absent, it is up to YOU to find out what you missed.  When you return, check the
calendar and website. Also, get notes from someone in class.  Please see me if you have additional questions.  In terms of your work, formal papers are due on the assigned date whether or not you are in school that day.  If you are ill on the due date, a friend or parent must turn in your paper. Turning in an assignment on a day later than the due date lowers it a grade, and anything after that is unacceptable.  If there are extenuating circumstances, see me. I understand that problems may arise -- just be honest. 

On papers… 

       ALL submitted assignments must be your original work.  *Plagiarism (whether intentional or not) will
result in a zero for that assignment as well as additional disciplinary action.”  Furthermore, cheating on an assignment will result in a zero for the assessment.  PAPERS ARE DUE ON THE ASSIGNED DUE DATE; even if you are not here, your paper needs to be. (Yes, I’m saying this twice..) Late papers will not be accepted. (If you have an extenuating circumstance, talk to me beforehand; we can work things out.) Finally, please make sure all formal papers are typed –- in twelve point font—with your heading number next to your name.  As for computer tragedies…  we will be in the computer lab at least once a week, and you are responsible for having (and saving) your drafts.  If the hard drive is down, you will still be held accountable. Don’t forget your USB drive, and don’t forget to save in multiple places!
On respect… 
 
In this class, my expectations are that we all commit to respect.  Respect yourself.  Respect each
other.  Respect the Instructor.  Simple?  Good. 
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On the web…

· Stay on top of assignments & missed work by visiting my web site: 

http://www.fhs.d211.org/departments/english/aminniti/index.html 
· I will keep a calendar up-to-date on the web on a daily basis.  The calendar will include the plan for the semester, but may change from day-to-day, so it will be the most accurate on the actual day of class.

	A+
	99-100
	4.4—4.5

	A
	94-98
	3.9—4.3

	A-
	92-93
	3.7—3.8

	B+
	89-91
	3.4—3.6

	B
	84-88
	2.9—3.3

	B-
	82-83
	2.7—2.8

	C+
	78-81
	2.3—2.6

	C
	74-77
	1.9—2.2

	C-
	72-73
	1.7—1.8

	D+
	69-71
	1.4—1.6

	D
	65-68
	1.0—1.3

	F
	64 & below
	0.9—0.0


On grades…

· Everything you turn in will be returned to you with a number of points or a percentage assigned.  The number of points possible is the same on every thing you do for this class
· Homework will be worth 20% of your overall grade

· Preliminary work will be worth 20% of your overall grade

· Final Papers & Projects will be worth 60% of your overall grade; your research paper will be worth much more than your other papers.
· I will use this point scale to calculate your grade.  I’ve read plenty of research about the benefits of this grading system, and I feel the 4.5 scale is more statistically sound and will be a more realistic reflection of your work in this class.  You should all be relatively aware of your grades as time progresses and it is your responsibility to check them online.  Your online grades will appear a little different because of the 4 point scale, but don’t worry.  Anytime you have a problem with a grade on an assignment or your overall grade, come see me immediately during a free hour, so we can get you where you want to be.  
· To figure out your scaled grade from an assignment, just subtract 55 from the percentage number, and move the decimal point to the left once.  So if you get 85%....85-55 = 30, so it’s a 3.0…which is a B.
On contacting me:
· The best way is to come and see in the English department 
      in the morning or afternoon. This is my schedule…

· Feel free to see me at any time in the English office 
      or email me: aminniti@d211.org
· Last resort…call the Fremd English Department Phone: 847.755.2715 (you can leave a message in the voice-mail box, but it’s not the most efficient) 
BOTTOMLINE: I like you! I WANT YOU to SUCCEED!!! Yes, I have high expectations, but I’m here to help you in any way possible.   If there are extenuating circumstances, talk to me… we’ll work it out.   


GOOD LUCK IN ENGLISH THIS YEAR! 
know.
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What does that mean?
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More fun information on the other side, so don’t miss out—flip this sheet over! ( ((














1 = English dept.


2 = English dept.


3 = 115


4 = English dept.


5 & 6 = 166


7 & 8 = English dept. 
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