Minniti’s research packet


English 405 Literary Research Paper

What IS it?  The literary research paper for this course is to be an analytical or comparative research paper.  This means that you are using your phenomenal English background, your intellect, and your street smarts to analyze a book that you read and make some intelligent observations about it – something you will be asked to do over and over again in college.  You will back up your observations with facts from the book that you read (also known as your PRIMARY SOURCE) and from literary analysts who have written essays that agree with what YOU think (also known as your SECONDARY sources).

It is basically like this:  I read this book and this is something that I thought was interesting about it _________________________ (fill in the blank with your interesting thought).  These are parts of the book that lead me to think this interesting thought _________________________ (fill in the blank with proof from the book and the page where you found the proof).  Furthermore, if you think that my opinion is dumb, then you are SO wrong because these literary analysts think so too.  In fact, this is what they have to say on the subject ______________________________________ (fill in the blank with what the literary analysts said that agrees with what you wanted to prove and include the page numbers were you found the information).  What?  You don’t believe these literary analysts really said that?  Okay, here are the actual BOOKS and MAGAZINES where they said it ______________________________________(fill in the blank with a works cited page that gives information about how to find these books).  So THERE!  (of course, this is a rough sketch and your final version will be much more refined.)

Paper Requirements

· 7-10 pages, typed and double spaced (not including works cited page)

· 12 point font, Times New Roman

· 1” margins on all sides

· Proper MLA style heading, double spaced, in top left corner; proper header as well.

· MLA formatting for internal citations and works cited page.

· Citations: average of 2-3 citations per page; it’ll vary depending on main point.  

Schedule

Because this research paper is made up of many components, each component must be completed sequentially.  I will not accept a later component for grading unless the preceding components are completed and turned in first. I strongly recommend carrying all your research components in a separate folder.

The Good:  This paper is not hard to write, but it is time consuming.  It takes ORGANIZATION and PERSERVERENCE.  There is no way you can pull it all together in a day or two.  Work on it every day for a minimum of one hour (I would use my class hour, but you decide what works best for you) and you shouldn’t have to pull any late nights.  Unfortunately, the late policy for the paper is 50% off for one day late and 0% on the second day late.  Make sure you get your assignments in on time!!!

The Bad:  Also, as I said above, I cannot accept one part of this assignment without the completion of the previous steps.  That means you must turn in ALL PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS, even if they are worth no credit, before I can take the next assignment.

The Ugly:  The completion of an acceptable research paper is weighed 4 times as much as your other papers.  In other words, it impacts your grade more than anything else.

Where do I find sources?  Our library has a VAST collection of critical materials, so you are in luck!  However, you may find that it doesn’t have a lot of information on your particular subject.  Therefore, you may need to visit other libraries.  Our library offers inter-library loan services.  They can get virtually anything, but some items may take a while.  Many items can be ordered from other District 211 schools within 24 hours, however.  Also, you may use your Palatine Library card at other area libraries (i.e. Arlington Heights and Schaumburg.  Schaumburg is HUGE and will likely have what you need if you can’t find it at school.).

Advice:  
· Do not procrastinate.  Work ahead so that surprise difficulties don’t prevent you from meeting deadlines.  Broken printers, lost files, sources that don’t arrive from other libraries in time are only problems for procrastinators.  Also, keep in mind that the end product is a well-written, interesting, significant, engaging piece of communication.  Don’t let the lessons learned in previous papers become lost on this one.
· You will have scheduled classes in the library and lab (see calendar); however, you will probably need more time than this, which you will have to arrange on your own.  Class time should be focused on work for this paper.
· All drafts of the paper must be typed.  Be prepared to have a disk or other means of backing up your saved work.  You may use a disk to transfer your paper to and from school in order to work on it in both places, or you may use Net Storage.  It is always best to have a backup plan incase things are not properly functioning.  Ultimately, this is your responsibility.  During computer lab time, you are expected to work on this paper.  Working on it at home is not an excuse for not working on it at school.
· Do not take shortcuts.  If you do not understand your sources, it will be painfully obvious in the final paper.  PLEASE ASK QUESTIONS and we can work through them together!

	The paper itself:


Stage One: The key to writing a good literary research paper is developing a strong thesis statement or argument.  Your thesis statement should be the last sentence in your introduction and the first sentence in your conclusion.  Your introduction should include the title of your book, the author, and start broad.  Move from general to specific information as you come to your thesis statement.  (Your intro should not list your key points.)
Stage Two: Each body paragraph should start with a topic sentence that states the point of the paragraph and refers to your thesis.  Then use a quote from the primary source that refers to this point. Offer your own analysis (without using the word I or me) and then provide critical support from your secondary source quotes.  Lastly, summarize your point and provide a transition into your next paragraph.

Stage Three: Your conclusion should begin with a rephrasing of your thesis statement.  Then summarize what you’ve just presented.  

Please note: From now until this project is complete, you must always have your primary source with you.  Habitual failure to do so will result in points off your final project.

This might seem overwhelming at first, but remember that this process will help you throughout college.  These writing and research skills are invaluable!  It’s really important that you stay on top of your target dates to achieve the best possible grade.  Throughout this process, remember that I want each of you to do well!  Please ask for help if you need it.  My goal is for you to head off next year totally confident about doing research papers.
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Everything is typed and due at the START of the hour unless indicated differently.
Back up every step of this process along the way in multiple areas.

	ASSIGNMENT
	DUE DATE
	YOUR POINTS
	POSSIBLE POINTS

	1. Reading Notes
	
	
	50 pts

	2. Possible Thesis
	
	
	20 pts

	3. 10 Annotated Sources
	
	
	50 pts

	4. DOUBLE ENTRY JOURNALS: first 30

	
	
	30 pts

	5. DOUBLE ENTRY JOURNALS: ALL 70






	
	
	50 pts 

	6. HIGHLIGHT AND THESIS exercise
	
	
	10 pts

	7. OUTLINE 
	
	
	30 pts

	8. 2 PAGES OF DRAFT AND WORKS CITED
	
	
	20 pts

	9. 5 PAGES OF DRAFT
 (WITH WORKS CITED)
	
	
	20 pts

	10. FINAL DRAFT for editing (with WORKS CITED)
	
	
	20 pts

	11. FINAL DRAFT INCLUDING:

· WORKS CITED
· OUTLINE

· Last EDITED DRAFTS

* Final draft will be counted 4 times in grade book.
	
	
	200 pts

	*TOTAL
*all points converted to fit 4.5 scale for grade book
	
	
	500 PTS
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Primary Sources and Secondary Sources
What is a PrimarySource?  Primary sources are the "materials on a topic upon which subsequent interpretations or studies are based, anything from firsthand documents such as poems, diaries, court records, and interviews to research results generated by experiments, surveys, ethnographies, and so on." * Primary sources are records of events as they are first described, without any interpretation or commentary. They are also sets of data, such as census statistics, which have been tabulated, but not interpreted. 
What is a Secondary source?  Secondary sources, on the other hand, offer an analysis or a restatement of primary sources. They often attempt to describe or explain primary sources. Some secondary sources not only analyze primary sources, but use them to argue a contention or to persuade the reader to hold a certain opinion. 
Examples of secondary sources include: dictionaries, encyclopedias, textbooks, and books and articles that interpret or review research works. 
Examples of primary and secondary sources:
	
	Primary Source
	Secondary Source

	Art
	Original artwork
	Article critiquing the piece of art

	History
	Slave diary
	Book about the Underground Railroad

	Literature
	Poem
	Treatise on a particular genre of poetry

	Political Science
	Treaty
	Essay on Native American land rights

	Theatre
	Videotape of a performance
	Biography of a playwright



*Hairston, Maxine and John J. Ruszkiewicz. The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 4th ed. New York : HarperCollins College Publishers, 1996,  547.
Helpful sites: http://mciunix.mciu.k12.pa.us/~spjvweb/primary.html  OR  http://library.ucsc.edu/ref/howto/primarysecondary.html
· nonfiction, at least 100 pages

	TYPE OF PRIMARY SOURCE
	SEARCH STRATEGY

	Books from the time period you're writing about
	· Search the library catalogs by topic and limit by date of publication

	Memoirs, letters, interviews, autobiographies, diaries
	· if you have the name of an individual, search the library catalogs for that name under personal author (last name, first name) 

· if you do not have the name of an individual, search the library catalogs by topic and add the appropriate subheading to the subject heading: 

· correspondence 

· diaries 

· interviews 

· personal narratives 

(ex: subject keywords: japanese americans interviews) 

· ask for assistance at a Library reference desk in locating bibliographies and other reference tools that may help you find other titles 


· must be connected to time period or personal account (must address one side of your issue)
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Value:  50 points

Directions:  These notes should be about four (4) pages in length.  Write in your normal sentence/paragraph style.  You may use abbreviations after you first mention titles, characters, etc.

Please answer these items in the order given.

1. Give the full title, author, and date of first publication of the work.  Include any special circumstances regarding the publication.

2. Briefly describe the major characters.  If these characters are related or similar to other literary characters you’ve read about, compare and contrast them.  Also examine the relationships that exist in your work. This will be useful in your paper later on.

3. Summarize the plot of the work.  This should be no more than one and a half pages.

4. How is the story told?  That is, what narration method is used?  Explain why you believe this method is effective or not for the work.  Again, comparisons are helpful.

5. What is your overall reaction to the work?  Include the following, but feel free to add further insights which you may have:

a. What is the theme and what evidence in the text leads you to this conclusion?  Give a few specifics to prove your point.
b. How do the individual characters relate to their surroundings, including other people, events, time-frames, etc.?
c. How does the novel, play, short story, or poem relate to the culture of the time?  Was it revolutionary, unique, old and repetitive?
d. What is your gut reaction to the piece as literary art and/or social commentary?
6. Choose a passage from the work.  Identify it by page or photocopy.  Explicate it. Then, tell me why you chose it, how it relates to the work as a whole, what you feel about the style, and what you read between the lines from your own analysis and thinking.

An analytical paper breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the audience.
The thesis…
•is the single most important passage in your paper. Your writing should be especially careful and clear here; you don't want any confusion or awkwardness!

•is the single statement (typically one complex sentence, but it can be two or three) version of your paper. It should provide, in brief form, the main content of your paper.

•is the most concise formulation of your argument–the no frills version of the case you are making. It should very clearly make a case, argue a point!

•is a quick summary of the ground your paper will cover. Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence
Thesis Statement (**Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.)
· Do I answer the question? Re-reading the question prompt after constructing a working thesis can help you fix an argument that misses the focus of the question. 

· Have I taken a position that others might challenge or oppose? Thesis statements that are too vague often do not have a strong argument. If your thesis contains words like "good" or "successful," see if you could be more specific: Why is something "good"; What makes something "successful"? 

· Does my thesis pass the 'So What?' test? If a reader's first response is, "So what?" then you need to clarify, to forge a relationship, or to connect to a larger issue. 

· Does my essay support my thesis specifically and without wandering? If your thesis and the body of your essay do not seem to go together, one of them has to change. Remember, always reassess and revise your writing as necessary. 

· Does my thesis pass the how or why test? If a reader's first response is "how? or why? your thesis may be too open-ended and lack guidance for the reader. See what you can add to give the reader a better take on your position right from the beginning. 

In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the shore. 
Here's a working thesis with potential: you have highlighted an important aspect of the novel for investigation; however, it's still not clear what your analysis will reveal. Your reader is intrigued, but is still thinking, "So what? What's the point of this contrast? What does it signify?" Perhaps you are not sure yet, either. That's fine-begin to work on comparing scenes from the book and see what you discover. Free write, make lists, jot down character’s actions and reactions. Eventually you will be able to clarify for yourself, and then for the reader, why this contrast matters. After examining the evidence and considering your own insights, you write:

Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Twain's Huckleberry Finn suggests that to find the true expression of American democratic ideals, one must leave "civilized" society and go back to nature.
· Here are a few thesis statement models

· Isaac Asimov and Robert Heinlein differ in their writing of science fiction through their representation of the future galaxy: a human-only vs. a human/alien galaxy, the Marxist mass vs. American individualism, and the use of historical allusions vs. the use of contemporary themes.

· His evolution from an intelligent journalist emotionally unattached to women, friends and a career to a man prepared to find meaning and self-knowledge in his life makes Jack Burden the central character in Warren’s All the Kings Men.

· In his African short stories, Ernest Hemingway uses symbolism via animals, the physical landscape, and colors to represent character conflicts, and to further characterize and to draw attention to plot nuances, despite the differences in the uses of these techniques in “The Short Happy Life….” and “The Snows of Kilimanjaro.”

What are some of your thesis ideas…

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY due __________________
You’ll be looking at many sources for your paper, and at some point in that process, you’ll have to determine which are the best sources for what you’re trying to achieve in your paper.  You’ll need to accomplish the following;

1) Locate a minimum of ten (10) sources related to your thesis and book.  Don’t choose the first source that you see; read through your result list, and choose something that connects to your topic or interests you.

2) Skim each source to develop knowledge of the content.

3) Next, work on citing the works in proper format. Alphabetize your sources using the format shown in the Citation Guides available online through the media center.  Be sure to check your entries carefully.  Get to the Citation Guide by going to the Fremd homepage (www.fhs.d211.org), click on Media Center, and then click on Citation Guide.
4) Following each entry, write a brief 3 sentence summary of the contents for all 10 sources.

5) Ultimately, you’ll choose the best sources to include in your literary research paper.

EXAMPLE of a book:
Barney, William L.  Flawed Victory:  A New Perspective on the Civil War.  New York:

Praeger, 1975.

This author examines major civil war procedures and philosophies.  Through his examination, Barney reevaluates the widely held notion that the Civil War was an example for fine strategic maneuvering by the Union forces.  The author includes a discussion of major battles and their impact on the war.

EXAMPLE of literary criticism:
Fiedler, Leslie A. “The Higher Sentimentality.” The Return of the Vanishing American. Stein and Day Publishers, 1968. 169-187. Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism. Ed. Roger Matuz. Detroit: Gale, 1991. 64: 214-217.

This source says how Big Nurse deals with McMurphy early on and her strategy for it.  It also 
talks about how she makes you her pawn in the chess game that is the mward.

Double Entry Notes:  
Your life without notecards!
Cite your work here:  see Citation guide at  http://www.fhs.d211.org/departments/media/.
	Step One: Put the Works Cited for each source at the top:


King, Stephen.  The Shining.  Pocket: New York, 2002.
	Step Two: Find citations that you could possibly use in your paper on the left hand side and state their significance to the topic on the right hand side.


                     Quotes




           Significance of quote to topic

	“I am a direct quote from a possible source for a research project.  Include direct quotes like me from the source that is cited at the top.  I can be paraphrased at a later time.  Some times I need to know where I came from, so please don’t forget to include a page number” (King 54).
“Direct quote from this source” (King 164).

“Direct quote from this source” (“Title” 54). –if no author…

“Direct quote from this source” (58).

“Direct quote from this source” (165).

“Direct quote from this source” (28).
	I am the thoughts of someone who is researching a topic related to me and has begun to analyze the information on the left.  I could also include questions and explain how I may relate to the research question or other information previously gathered.

This quote gives a lot of proof for my opinion.  I’m not sure where I’ll use it, but this one is definitely going in the paper.

Here the author is telling of his/her own personal experience with my topic.  It gives a first hand account that supports my thesis.

I’m not sure how this fits in, but I really like what the author is saying here.  Maybe this quote will develop into another support paragraph.

This is what I’ve been looking for.  He/she is saying the same thing as my thesis.  This is definite introduction or conclusion material.

The author is kind of contradicting him/herself here, but this may come in handy to show other opinions on this topic.


***This is an example of how a double entry journal may look for any particular source.  You must complete one of these for EACH source you have.  You may have more entries for one source than another, and that’s fine, but you must complete a double entry journal for every one of your sources.  Your 70 entries should show notes from all of your “chosen” 6 sources. ***

THESIS WRITING:  An analytical paper breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the audience.

The thesis…
•is the single most important passage in your paper. Your writing should be especially careful and clear here; you don't want any confusion or awkwardness!

•is the single statement (typically one complex sentence, but it can be two) version of your paper. It should provide, in brief form, the main content of your paper.

•is the most concise formulation of your argument–the no frills version of the case you are making. It should very clearly make a case, argue a point!

•is a quick summary of the ground your paper will cover.  Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence
• usually appears at the end of the first paragraph of a paper.

**Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.

Thesis Statement 

· Do I have a focus? Exploring topics that you find interesting or thoughtful can be a good focal point to prove in your paper. 

· Have I taken a position that others might challenge or oppose? Thesis statements that are too vague often do not have a strong argument. If your thesis contains words like "good" or "successful," see if you could be more specific: Why is something "good"; What makes something "successful"? 

· Does my thesis pass the 'So What?' test? If a reader's first response is, "So what?" then you need to clarify, to forge a relationship, or to connect to a larger issue. 

· Does my essay support my thesis specifically and without wandering? If your thesis and the body of your essay do not seem to go together, one of them has to change. Remember, always reassess and revise your writing as necessary. 

· Does my thesis pass the how or why test? If a reader's first response is "how? or why? your thesis may be too open-ended and lack guidance for the reader. See what you can add to give the reader a better take on your position right from the beginning. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the shore. 
Here's a working thesis with potential: you have highlighted an important aspect of the novel for investigation; however, it's still not clear what your analysis will reveal. Your reader is intrigued, but is still thinking, "So what? What's the point of this contrast? What does it signify?" Perhaps you are not sure yet, either. That's fine-begin to work on comparing scenes from the book and see what you discover. Free write, make lists, jot down Huck's actions and reactions. Eventually you will be able to clarify for yourself, and then for the reader, why this contrast matters. After examining the evidence and considering your own insights, you write:

Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Twain's Huckleberry Finn suggests that to find the true expression of American democratic ideals, one must leave "civilized" society and go back to nature.

Your Name

Teacher /Course / Pd

Assignment

Due Date
Title of Your Paper
I.  Introduction (write this word here)


A.  Attention Getter


B.  Linking Statement: how your attention getter link to the purpose of your paper and/or any 

background information needed


C.  Purpose for your paper



1.  Preview Statement: main points you will cover 



2.  Thesis Statement (write this out)


II. Body (write this word here)


A.  First Main Topic (Including transition from introduction)



1. Subtopic #1




a. Detail or Support or “Direct Quote” (internal citation 33).




b. Explanation





i.  further breakdown of sub-points 





ii. further breakdown of sub-points



2. Subtopic #2

a. Detail or Support or “Direct Quote” (internal citation 45).


b. b. b. b. b. Explanation


B.  Second Main Topic (Including transition from First Main Topic)

1. Subtopic #1




a. Detail or Support or “Direct Quote” (internal citation 67).




b. Explanation




2. Subtopic #2

a. Detail or Support or “Direct Quote” (Jones 8).




b. Explanation


C.  Third Main Topic (Including transition from Second Main Topic)

1. Subtopic #1




a. Detail or Support or “Direct Quote” (War).




b. Explanation



2. Subtopic #2

a. Detail or Support or “Direct Quote” (internal citation 33).




b. Explanation


D.  Optional Fourth Main Topic…
III.  Conclusion (write this word here)


A.  Review your purpose (Including transition from Body)


B.  Reference back to Introduction


C.  Final/Clincher Statement

Example outline from Aukee; your outline will follow a slightly different format because we’re using double entry notes and not note cards.  I just want you to see how someone broke down their thesis into main topics and sub topics.
In T.S. Eliot’s, “The Waste Land,” water and the mention of water is, in fact, a metaphor for life, hope, and rebirth; the scarcity of water in this poem, and the times when it is present, is critical to the theme of the poem being a day walking through a living hell, mainly shown through the “eyes” of the mythological character, Tiresias.


I.
Water in “The Waste Land” is, in fact, a metaphor for life, hope, and rebirth.



A.
Drought in “The Waste Land” shows the thirst of the land for this life, hope and rebirth.




1.
There is no water, per say, in this land (4) pg. 241





a.
“What The Thunder Said” (17) pg. 42





b.
“And the dry stone no sound of water.” (17) pg. 30




2.
Things that should bring water and renewal to this land do not (3) pg. 94





a.
There is no rain, renewal, or resurrection that comes with the thunder storm (3) pg. 94





b.
April usually brings rebirth, but it only brings “momentary flowerings of intuitive live” (5) pg. 24





c.
Irrigation is an obvious way of making things bloom again, yet this is not found there (4) pg. 245




3.
People are hungry for meaning and what water represents (2) pg. 52



B.
Inhabitants of this waste land do not realize that water can bring rebirth, and therefore fear it.




1.
Fearing death by water is an ignorant idea (1) pg. 73





a.
Surrender of the body to water can mean acceptance (13) pg. 129





b.
Madame Sosostris says “fear death by water,” because she fears what she cannot foresee (18) pg. 78-79




2.
People don’t understand the path to rebirth (1) pg. 73





a.
April demands a choice, which is why it is seen as cruel (9) pg. 46





b.
It is not until Part IV that someone finally realizes that water can bring rebirth (1) pg. 73




3.
The water that brings any sort of life in the waste land cannot save (3) pg. 101-102





a.
The Thames is polluted and commerce-stained (5) pg. 39


II.
The scarcity of water in “The Waste Land” helps to support Eliot’s theme of the poem being a day walking through a living hell.



A.
In this living hell, Jesus (and salvation) are feared, disguised, and avoided.




1.
Madame Sosostris cannot find The Hanged Man (17) pg. 31





a.
He is a stranger to Sosostris (14) pg. 77

Example outline from Aukee; your outline will follow a slightly different format because we’re using double entry notes and not note cards.

In the short stories of A Good Man is Hard to Find by Flannery O’Connor, irony is the predominant characteristic the author uses to allow the characters of “A Good Man is Hard to Find,” and “Good Country People” to perceive themselves, to show the events caused by the characters, and how the characters perceive life, death, and religion.


I.
The manner in which the characters in “A Good Man is Hard to Find,” and “Good Country People” perceive themselves is ironic.



A.
The grandmother in “A Good Man” perceives herself as a very religious person with good morals, and The Misfit sees himself as being morally correct as well, which is ironic.




1.
Uses morals to serve self-interest (A2)





a.
Story about house (P2)





b.
Quote about educational (P3)




2.
Forces family to obey her, sees as extension of herself, etc. (O1)




3.
Refers to herself as lady, yet is racist





a.
Pickaninny remark (P4)





b.
“Nigger boy” story (P5)




4.
Cannot admit her mistakes and feigns injury (A3)





a.
Causes accident (P6)





b.
Decides not to mention error (P7)





c.
Grandmother’s “injuries” (P8) (P9)




5.
The Misfit in “A Good Man” has a distorted self-perception by equating himself with Christ (K1)





a.
Says he doesn’t need help (P10)





b.
Doesn’t matter what crime you do quote (P11)





c.
Confused about Jesus’ role in life and equates (P12)



B.
Hulga in “Good Country People” perceives herself as being intellectual and fully in control of and aware of her feelings when, in truth, she is not.




1.
She loses her life and name by salesman (I1)





a.
Surrenders to him completely (Q1)





b.
Finds life in him (Q2)




2.
Mean-spirited personality façade (F1)





a.
Dependent on him (Q3)





b.
Enjoys his company (Q4)




3.
Not aware of situation (A5)





a.
Vulnerable (Q5)





b.
Loses self-composure (Q6)


II.
The events that take place due to the ironic nature of the characters in “A Good Man is Hard to Find” and “Good Country People” and the ironic actions the characters are numerous.



A.
Both The Misfit and the Bible salesman in “Good Country People,” evoke religious revelations in the people whose lives they invade and upset.  (M2)



B.
The ironic events and actions made by the characters of “A Good Man is Hard to Find” are made primarily by The Misfit and the grandmother.

Page 11 of s student example paper (borrowed from Aukee)

Amanda admits that she decided to marry Mr. Wingfield out of love and not because of money, but more often than not she complains of lack of financial security.  Lack of money is what really seems to hold back the Wingfields, and it certainly keeps Amanda from giving her kids and herself a better life.


Far removed from the Southern society in which she once lived, Amanda pretends that she is still the same woman she always was.  Amanda is aware that she no longer has the charm she possessed as a child.  In an attempt to please herself and let others know she once had a good life, she pretends to still be a typical Southern gentlewoman.  Jan Austell makes a similar statement in her book What’s in a Play?
To avoid the unpleasant truth of her family’s present and probable future condition.  Tom’s mother, Amanda, cherishes several illusions.  She believes that she still has the charm she once had as a young girl in Blue Mountain, and she treasures the memory of having ‘received seventeen gentleman callers’ one Sunday afternoon….(102)

Austell adds the point that Amanda fears for the present and future of herself and her children, a statement that will be discussed later.  Amanda’s illusions of the past are very similar to those of Tom.  “Like Tom’s, the memory of [Amanda’s] cherished past is partly enacted when she appears for the evening of the dinner party with a bunch of jonquils on her arm and skips conquettishly(sic) around the living room” (Boxill 64).  Amanda also creates the illusion that she still has her Southern charm to, in part, bring back some of the happiness she had as a child.  The way she moves around the living room before dinner shows how happy she can be when she is inside of an illusion.


Amanda wants a better life for herself, even if it is not the glorious life she once had, but finds that it is impossible to achieve her goal, realistically, by herself.  She therefore creates the illusion that a better life for her kids is all that matters.  Amanda tries to do things like urge Tom to make more money so that she can have a better life.  For instance, when she asks Tom how much money Jim makes he replies eighty-five dollars a month.  Amanda then proceeded, saying “…for a family man, eighty-five dollars a month is not much more than you can get by on” (18).  She is quite aware that Tom only makes sixty-five dollars a month and that this amount of money must support their entire family.  Tom starts to resent his mother for her nagging and eventually leaves because he doesn’t want to support the family any more.  When Tom leaves Amanda will have even a bigger problem with the want and need for money.  Realizing that she has not the ability to make her life better, Amanda gets discouraged.  “Amanda Wingfield…exults in her husband when he “…bring[s] home some nice young man from the warehouse to meet Laura” (Londre 70).  His ploy is unsuccessful though.  Tom therefore pretends to be happy around Laura to keep her from feeling bad that he has to stay.  Tom loves Laura and wants her to be happy, especially if that means that she finds a husband that can take care of her so that he does not have to.  If Laura found a husband she would be happier and this would make Tom feel better.  Also, if in the process of Laura becoming happy and getting married, Tom gained the opportunity to seek the adventure he wanted, then this would make Tom ecstatic.


Laura’s chances of finding a husband are very slim and realizing this depresses Tom.  Tom realizes that Laura will probably never find a suitable husband, so he has to start coping with the fact that he cannot leave.  Amanda asks Tom to do something for Laura’s solitude, but in a phrase that embodies his entire dilemma he replies, ‘“[what] can I do about it’” (15).  This shows that he had little power over his situation or his sister’s happiness.  At one point Tom tries to find a gentleman caller for Laura, but the only way he can do it is to lie.  When he invites Jim over for Laura he has to inform his mother that ‘“[Jim] doesn’t know about Laura.  I didn’t let on that we had dark ulterior motives”’ (19).  When Tom invited Jim over for dinner it was like he was making a desperate attempt to find Laura a husband so that he could leave.  “This conflict between Tom’s feelings of responsibility to his family and to himself troubles him throughout The Glass Menagerie” (Austell 119).  This conflict plagues Tom’s mind, but eventually he decides to stay around as long as he can stand to.


To keep his sister from feeling guilty Tom pretends to be perfectly happy working a boring job and supporting the family when in reality he escapes into yet another illusion, his poetry.  Although Tom stays out of loyalty to Laura, he doesn’t let her know this, and makes it appear as though he never had any intention of leaving.  Laura is able to pick up on this illusion though.  Amanda has to confront Tom with his sister’s discovery and says, “‘[Laura] has an idea that you’re not happy here’” (14).  The place where it is obvious that Tom is not happy is at his job.  Here he spends his time writing poetry on shoe boxes instead of working.  Poetry in itself is an illusion, but Tom’s poetry is another illusion-like world that he can escape to.  Jim, who calls Tom, “Shakespeare”, lets him know that his poetry has not gone unnoticed and says, “‘[you’re] going to be out of a job if you don’t wake up”’ (24).  Tom’s false contentness and illusionistic happiness created for Laura and through his poetry, team up to make his life more sad and dreary.
Helpful Info from our citation guide at Fremd:  http://www.fhs.d211.org/departments/media/citationguide.htm
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Basic rules for print and electronic sources 

The MLA system of in-text citations, which depends heavily on authors' names and page numbers, was created in the early 1980s with print sources in mind. Because some of today's electronic sources have unclear authorship and lack page numbers, they present a special challenge. Nevertheless, the basic rules are the same for both print and electronic sources.

The models in this section (items 1–5) show how the MLA system usually works and explain what to do if your source has no author or page numbers.
1. Author named in a signal phrase 
Ordinarily, introduce the material being cited with a signal phrase that includes the author's name. In addition to preparing readers for the source, the signal phrase allows you to keep the parenthetical citation brief. 

Christine Haughney reports that shortly after Japan made it illegal to use a handheld phone while driving, "accidents caused by using the phones dropped by 75 percent" (A8). 

The signal phrase—"Christine Haughney reports that"—names the author; the parenthetical citation gives the page number of the newspaper article in which the quoted words may be found. 

Notice that the period follows the parenthetical citation. When a quotation ends with a question mark or an exclamation point, leave the end punctuation inside the quotation mark and add a period after the parentheses: ". . . ?" (8). 
 
2. Author named in parentheses 
If the signal phrase does not name the author, put the author's last name in parentheses along with the page number. 
Most states do not keep adequate records on the number of times cell phones are a factor in accidents; as of December 2000, only ten states were trying to keep such records (Sundeen 2).

Use no punctuation between the name and the page number. 
 
3. Author unknown 
Either use the complete title in a signal phrase or use a short form of the title in parentheses. Titles of books are underlined; titles of articles and other short works are put in quotation marks. 
As of 2001, at least three hundred towns and municipalities had considered legislation regulating use of cell phones while driving ("Lawmakers" 2).

CAUTION: Before assuming that a Web source has no author, do some detective work. Often the author's name is available but is hard to find. For example, it may appear at the end of the source, in tiny print. Or it may appear on another page of the site, such as the home page.

NOTE: If a source has no author and is sponsored by a corporate entity, such as an organization or a government agency, name the corporate entity as the author (see item 9). 
 
4. Page number unknown 
You may omit the page number if a work lacks page numbers, as is the case with many Web sources. Although printouts from Web sites usually show page numbers, printers don't always provide the same page breaks; for this reason, MLA recommends treating such sources as unpaginated. 
The California Highway Patrol opposes restrictions on the use of phones while driving, claiming that distracted drivers can already be prosecuted (Jacobs).

When the pages of a Web source are stable (as in PDF files), however, supply a page number in your in-text citation. 

NOTE: If a Web source uses paragraph or section numbers, give the abbreviation "par." or "sec." in the parentheses: (Smith, par. 4). 
5. One-page source 
If the source is one page long, MLA allows (but does not require) you to omit the page number. Many instructors will want you to supply the page number because without it readers may not know where your citation ends or, worse yet, may not realize that you have provided a citation at all. 
NO PAGE NUMBER GIVEN
Milo Ippolito reports that the driver who struck and killed a two-year-old while using her cell phone got off with a light sentence even though she left the scene of the accident and failed to call 911 for help. In this and in similar cases, traffic offenders distracted by cell phones have not been sufficiently punished under current laws. 

PAGE NUMBER GIVEN
Milo Ippolito reports that the driver who struck and killed a two-year-old while using her cell phone got off with a light sentence even though she left the scene of the accident and failed to call 911 for help (J1). In this and in similar cases, traffic offenders distracted by cell phones have not been sufficiently punished under current laws. 

Variations on the basic rules 
This section describes the MLA guidelines for handling a variety of situations not covered by the basic rules just given. Again, these rules on in-text citations are the same for both traditional print sources and electronic sources. 

6. Two or more titles by the same author 
If your list of works cited includes two or more titles by the same author, mention the title of the work in the signal phrase or include a short version of the title in the parentheses. 
On December 6, 2000, reporter Jamie Stockwell wrote that distracted driver Jason Jones had been charged with "two counts of vehicular manslaughter . . . in the deaths of John and Carole Hall" ("Phone" B1). The next day Stockwell reported the judge's ruling: Jones "was convicted of negligent driving and fined $500, the maximum penalty allowed" ("Man" B4).

Titles of articles and other short works are placed in quotation marks, as in the example just given. Titles of books are underlined. 

In the rare case when both the author's name and a short title must be given in parentheses, separate them with a comma. 
According to police reports, there were no skid marks indicating that the distracted driver who killed John and Carole Hall had even tried to stop (Stockwell, "Man" B4).


7. Two or three authors 
Name the authors in the signal phrase, as in the following example, or include their last names in the parenthetical reference: (Redelmeier and Tibshirani 453). 
Redelmeier and Tibshirani found that "the risk of a collision when using a cellular telephone was four times higher than the risk when a cellular telephone was not being used" (453).

When three authors are named in the parentheses, separate the names with commas: (Alton, Davies, and Rice 56). 

8. Four or more authors 
Name all of the authors or include only the first author's name followed by "et al." (Latin for "and others"). Make sure that your citation matches the entry in the list of works cited. 
The study was extended for two years, and only after results were reviewed by an independent panel did the researchers publish their findings (Blaine et al. 35).


10. Authors with the same last name 
If your list of works cited includes works by authors with the same last name, include the author's first name in a signal phrase or first initial in the parentheses. 
Estimates of the number of accidents caused by distracted drivers vary because little evidence is being collected (D. Smith 7).


11. Indirect source (source quoted in another source) 
When a writer's or a speaker's quoted words appear in a source written by someone else, begin the citation with the abbreviation "qtd. in." 

According to Richard Retting, "As the comforts of home and the efficiency of the office creep into the automobile, it is becoming increasingly attractive as a work space" (qtd. in Kilgannon A23).
· 
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I am called_______________
My editor(s)___________________________
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     Average       Good      Superior 
Paper began with a powerful introduction
           _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

Thesis is stated clearly in 

introduction & conclusion


              _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______
Research & analysis are weaved
throughout the paper  (3 checks)
         
            _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

Paper included sufficient direct quotes and/or

paraphrases; at least 2-3 per page (3 checks)        _______       _______     
     _______       ______     ______
Internal documentation of sources is 

cited correctly and properly (3 checks)

_______       _______
     _______       ______     ______  

Paper clearly analyzes a focused aspect                  _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______       

of the literary work (the thesis) (3 checks)

The writer offered analysis

throughout the paper (3 checks)
     
               _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

Effective conclusion



               _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

Proper mechanics: spelling, punctuation,  

  _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

no contractions, historical present tense, etc. (2checks)  
Organization: one idea per paragraph; (2 checks)          _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

Flow of paper makes sense with logic of paragraphs
Good use of transitions


     
                _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______ 

Paragraphs are well developed with a topic

and concluding sentence


                _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______    

Research added valuable information

                _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______

NOT BORING… INTERESTING and 

ENGAGING! Author establishes voice 


and maintains a strong, descriptive writing

style as stressed all semester (3 checks)

   _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______        

Works Cited page exists and is properly formatted        _______       _______
     _______       ______     ______       
w/ 6 different sources, matching entries cited in paper (2 checks)
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Reminders for your outline:


Use short phrases only (aim for 2-3 words) except for purpose of your paper


If you have an “A” or “a,” then you must have a “B” or “b”; if you have a “1,” then you must have a “2.”


All outlines must be typed.


Your outline serves as your notes while writing your paper.

















*You lose 5 points for every “No” *
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Transitions: Should exist between each major section to help the flow of your paper, but should also exist within your paragraphs once you begin writing.





OK To Write Out


Direct Quotes


Statistics


Key Dates


Title or Full Name





Internal Citations: 


Author’s last name or a couple key words from the title followed by page number if available.


Necessary for any information gained from an outside source.


Should match your works cited / bibliography
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