Tips on using Movie Maker
· If you have video to capture, you can only use the back row in the Drop-in lab.  

· Copy all video, music, sound effects, and picture files into a folder on your H:\ drive called My Movie Project folder
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· Split clips into scenes.  Rename clips into something useful by right clicking them and selecting rename; delete clips that you don’t need.  
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Save your Movie Maker Collection to your H:\ drive.  Close Movie Maker before you click this link: 
Save My Movie Maker Collection  (press yes to open this file)

· Restore your Movie Maker Collection from your H:\ drive.  Click this link before opening Movie Maker :  Restore My Movie Maker Collection  (press yes to open this file)

· [image: image4.wmf]If you ever get red ‘X’s, right mouse click on an ‘X’ and select ‘Browse for missing file’ to locate the missing file.  
    An Important Note about Movie Maker’s Collections
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In Movie Maker, you are able to split clips into multiple scenes as described in the Movie Maker tutorial.  These clips are shown in the Collections panel in the center of Movie Maker.  These clips are what you drag into the story board.  

Collections stay with that particular computer.  If you save your project and move to another computer your collections would not show up but your storyboard will.  The Collections portion of Movie Maker is saved separately from your actual movie project on the C:\ drive making it only accessible from that computer.   

However, there is a work around that is able to save/restore your collections.   When you are finished for the day/period movie save your movie project and close out of Movie Maker.  Go to your Extras drive (O:\) and there is a folder called Movie Maker Help (get there by clicking here).  Inside that folder is another folder called Save and Restore Collections.   Clicking the Save Movie Maker Collection.bat saves the necessary files from the C:\ drive to your H:\ drive.  

To restore your Collections, navigate to the Extras drive (O:\) and go to Movie Maker Help.  Open the Save and Restore Collections folder as before but this time clicking on Restore Movie Maker Collection.bat before you open Movie Maker.  This should copy the necessary files from your H:\ to the C:\.  

NOTE: This will only work if you followed the steps above to save your collection after you were done with Movie Maker. 

Important Notes:

· Camcorder versus Still Camera…battery power, tapes, taking turns

· For video recordings, you will need to download in AV lab…we have 
            computers #17 & 18 reserved during our periods.

· You can also reserve a computer in the AV lab during your free hour.
· Save everything you use for this project on your H: drive in a “Movie   

     Maker” folder. 
About saving your project:
· Don’t leave items in your collections area…always drag it down into your 
      storyboard. (Just to be safe.)
· Work on the same computer every day.
· Sign on as the SAME PERSON each time your group works.

· If you create a powerpoint slide to use as a title screen, be sure you save each individual slide as its own JPEG
For final project:
· Turn in in storyboard/outline rough draft on Tuesday

· You must “Finish” your moviemaker creation by going through all the 

 necessary steps under “Finish” in moviemaker. THIS CAN TAKE A LONG TIME… make sure you have at least twenty minutes allotted to do so.

· When finishing, be sure to browse for YOUR MOVIE MAKER FOLDER

 
 rather than “shared movie” folders.    (This way you won’t “lose it”)

· Make sure it’s saved as a media player file.  Better yet, have your teacher check it via her h:drive the day before.

· On the last day, turn in your “responsibility sheet” and your finished  
      product! 

Make sure you do this.  Otherwise your collections won’t show up on a different computer
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