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If you want to earn up to ten points extra credit (typically two missing homework assignment, three letter grades on a major paper, one letter grade on a test (or more), etc.) you may chose to write a letter described below. The only condition on receiving points is that all tests and major papers are turned in to me. Yes, major papers can be turned in late for part credit. Also, you can do and turn in this extra credit letter and turn in the papers afterward, as long as I get them a week before the quarter ends.

I have a friend currently serving marine duty in Iraq, Sgt. Solis. Letters from “home” help make the conditions there more bearable. SO, write a letter to him for extra credit. Below are some ideas for you to choose from, or combine. Though you don’t know him, personal specifics make your writing better and more interesting. Know that you can, and should, include them.

IDEAS:

1. Something “Thanksgiving-y”, specifically on what you take for granted. This is probably one of the harder topics, as you need to “look within.” It may well be the most worthwhile for you. Consider what you have in your life that you probably don’t regularly recognize as a gift, something you take for granted. For me, with my bad knees, I marvel at how other people can kneel and squat, and still stand up afterward. You have no idea how important that is until you can’t do it. But I’m grateful that I can still walk, most days. Imagine what it’d be like to be in a wheelchair. What about your families or lifestyle? What about your life, specifically,….what do you do, that if you couldn’t, would really be a problem for you?

2. There’s the standard “what I like about school/English class/Ms. LaBeau’s class (or me).” Remember that I will be scanning through these, so it has to be on the positive side. Use concrete examples, or one big concrete example of some experience, if you want. I don’t mind the sharing of embarrassing moments.
3. Going Military. If you have a family member, or plan to be yourself, in the military, go through the who, what, where, etc.’s. You can talk about your reactions to him or her, or how knowing him or her affected your views on_____. Have you changed, or him or her, as a result? I don’t know how to clarify this topic; you can take it where you want.

4. Lastly, 9/11, the infamous, 9/11. Can you specifically talk about your personal experience and thoughts revolving around this day. Specifics and insights are necessary.

For all, tell a story at some point. You must have concrete examples. Use a simile and/or metaphor (or more); yes, this is a requirement. Watch your verb choice: walk vs, strolled vs. charged vs. paced vs. . . . . ., strong verb choice makes writing more exciting and interesting (and clearer) to read. By all means, use active language over passive language. Passive example is: The dog was walked by its owner. Active: The owner walked his dog. Passive: I was yelled at by my teacher. Active: My teacher yelled at me. Active is stronger writing. Length: at least a full typed page, up to 2” from bottom, standard margins and font. Examples take up much room in writing.
