






Name:_____________________ 
Comprehension Questions

Unit 6 Part 1  

Light 

1. How does light travel?  In waves
2. What makes up the electromagnetic spectrum? Radio waves, infrared rays, visible light waves, ultraviolet waves, X rays and gamma rays
3. Why can’t we see through opaque objects? Light cannot pass through them
4. Which electromagnetic waves do you think are most helpful to you in your everyday life? Why?  Radio waves as they transmit radio and TV to me (more possibilities)
5. What do you think happens when a rainbow is formed? The water acts like a prism and separate the colors.
6. When light strikes a translucent object, does all of the light, some of the light, or none of the light pass through the object? Some of the light
7. What is used to represent light rays in Figure 2 on page 233? Parallel lines
8. What part of a mirror reflects light? The silver-colored coating behind the glass
9. In what kind of job might a person find mirrors useful? How? Dentists use them to see in hard to reach places.  (many possible answers)
10. How do you think babies might react the first time they see their image in a mirror? They might smile and try to touch.  They may think it is another baby.
11. What is a plane mirror? A mirror with a flat surface.
12. In Figure 4, what do the green and orange arrows represent? Light rays from the top and the bottom of the dancer.
13. How does a concave mirror curve? inward
14. How does a reflected image in a convex mirror look? Smaller and closer to the mirror than the object being reflected.
15. What other uses can you think of for concave mirrors? They might be used as magnifying mirrors by surgeons, jewelers and engineers.
16. What other uses can you think of for convex mirrors? Elevators or hallways to see who is coming around a corner or in stores to keep thieves from stealing.
A Reflection in Art: Jan van Eyck’s Double Portrait 

1. What does van Eyck’s painting record? The wedding of Giovanni van Eyck and Giovanni Cenami.
2. What can be seen in the mirror? The backs of the bride and the groom and the witnesses.
3. Why is the painting called a double portrait? There is one portrait of the bride and groom and another in the mirror.
Mirror, Mirror: Mambo No. 5 
1. Where is the Versailles restaurant? Miami, Florida
2. Who mainly goes to this restaurant? People who like to be seen and like to see themselves
3. What is the difference between the Versailles and La Carreta? Versailles has mirrors and La Carreta (the restaurant) has booths.
4. What do you think make the Versailles restaurant one of the landmarks of Cuban Miami? It has been in the same location in little Havana for many years.  It keeps the Cuban traditions alive.  
5. What does the author call his idea about the mirror in the Versailles having a memory? A fantasy
6. What 2 antonyms does the author use to describe the history of Little Havana? 
Tragic and comic
7. Where does the author say he wants to go when he dies? Into one of the mirrors
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