
SEC524 Guided Observation 11 Making sense in the L2: Caretaker Techniques
   
(complete after class 3)   
Class/teacher observed _____________________   School _____________________

Teacher e-mail contact: _________________________________________________

Use this observation guide when you visit one of the teachers on our list, or any other teacher whom you observe who tends to run a class where the L2 is the primary language of communication. If possible, visit some classes where you do not understand the L2 as well. 
1. During the next few observations you do, watch for techniques teachers use to lower the affective filter in their classes. In addition, watch for ways teachers give feedback on what kids do well (as opposed to what they do wrong.) Use a T-chart below to log the positive comments vs. the reactions to negative student behavior:

2.  Watch for techniques teachers use to give comprehensible input to facilitate staying in the L2 during ACQUISITION (not learning) activities. Circle all the caretaker speech techniques you see that you’ve read about or that we’ve talked about in class. If you see new ones, add them to the list. Which do you feel most comfortable using? Which do you think would help you as a learner the most, if translation weren’t an option?

Hand gestures


   
Visual aids (Picture File/drawings/graphic organizers, etc.)

Realia (e.g., objects)

   
Body language (facial expressions/movement)

Pauses before key words
   

Intonation change/stress on key words/phrases

Cognates


   
Antonyms and synonyms

Input via choices

   

Explanations and/or definitions in the L2

Associations


   
Spiraling/re-entry via caretaker speech

Creative/Imaginative Teacher Demos
Culturally-authentic video/audio/text as input focus

Personalized (Student-centered) Input 
Other: 

3.  Say Something/Ask Something below to take to your SEC524 class discussion:

Lpaulus.524.winter07.chicago

