FAQs  Spanish Exchange

Now for some frequently asked questions and answers...

What if my child doesn’t get along with the Spanish student?  

The Spanish student can be removed from your house in a trade for another Spanish or just to another home.  If your child is returning to Spain we will find a different home for him/her.  We do our best to match up the students so that there is something in common from the start.

What if the Spanish student can’t speak English very well?

They are here to learn English.  It takes them a few days to adjust to the American accent.  Some will have a hard time, but speak slowly and repeat a lot.  Use simple words and phrases.  Others are quite fluent and can carry on conversations on many topics.

What if my Spanish isn’t good enough to go back?  
First of all, it will get better before we go, and you will learn soooo much there.  Don’t worry.  Also, remember that the Spanish student will be with you all the time, so there will always be someone there for you.  

We have very busy schedules.  What’s the Spanish student going to do?
You can take the Spanish student with you.  They said they want to experience the American way of life.  So, welcome to it.  However, if it is something inappropriate for the student to attend, we can help you make arrangements to entertain the student.  Get a buddy to help you.

What if the Spanish student gets sick here?

First, let’s try to prevent illnesses by making sure they are dressed warm enough and that they get enough sleep.  If a student isn’t feeling well, call Mrs. Parreno  755-2725 or Mr. Medina 755-2731.  We will contact their chaperones who will take the student to the doctor if that’s necessary.  If it’s a minor illness, you can give him over-the-counter medications, but please ask to be sure that he hasn’t taken anything on his own first.  We don’t want a bad reaction between some Spanish medication and something we gave them.  

How are the students matched up?
The first thing we look at is just housing:  whether each student can have his own room (for girl/boy matches) and whether there are pets or allergies involved.  From there, we consider the students' interests.  It makes it all easier if the students have common interests.

What if my son is matched up with a girl?  

That girl obviously cannot go to PE with him.  We can make arrangements with another student in the exchange or someone else to entertain her for that time.  The same is true for after school sports practices etc.

Do we all have to attend every activity on the calendar?

No, the calendar is mainly for the Spanish kids.  However, we would like to see the whole family (or whoever can make it) at the Welcome Dessert and at the Farewell Dinner.  Also, please let us know if you cannot make it.

I am an FHS student.  Do I get to go on all the field trips with the Spanish?  

No, but you can choose one and sign up to go.  Please let us know tonight or by e-mail this week.

Where are these students from?
Our school is located in Barcelona, Spain. 

*Where should we go sightseeing?

We didn’t take them to the Hancock, Sears Tower at night, NikeTown, Michael Jordan’s, any sporting events, or Medieval Times.  Woodfield and Huntley Factory Outlet Mall are great for shopping, but Target and Kohls are good, too.  Movies would be good, as would renting videos, local stuff like bowling or indoor mini-golfing.  The Schaumburg Park District has an indoor water park.  Contact us if you are still out of ideas.  This group really wants to see professional sports or college level sports.

How much will this cost us?

That depends on how much you want to spend on the student.  They should not expect anymore than room and board from you since that is what they are obligated to give us there.  Since this is a guest in your home, you will no doubt want to go sightseeing with them.  Not all sightseeing destinations need to be expensive. 

We are just too busy to take them all over sightseeing.  

As mentioned before, you don’t have to go far with them.  Local attractions are fine.  And, you would be surprised that the Spanish kids may want to run those errands with you and stay for that peewee basketball game.  The other alternative here is to buddy up with another family and send your kids with them.  You could say that you’ll do this weekend and they can do the other.

Who’s responsible for the Spanish Exchange student? 

You are.  The agreement of this exchange is that you treat the Spanish student as you treat your own child.  You set their rules, but if you need help punishing the student, let us know, but that won’t be a problem.  Our experience has been that the Spanish kids appreciate everything you do for them and are rather respectful of your wishes.  

Do the Spanish know our rules?
They will receive a packet of information upon arrival in the US.  They will need to follow the school rules during the day, and yours at home.  You could have them do chores if you want.  You can and should give the Spanish a curfew too.  Be clear with your student.  They might not understand those subtle ways of saying things, such as “I’d like you home at 9:30 tonight.”  Tell them “Be home at 9:30,” until you’re sure they understand you.

What do I cook for this Spanish?  Do I have to make paella every night?  

No need to cook Spanish meals for them.  Treat them like your own kids.  As far as I can tell they will enjoy trying new foods. (from Hamburger Helper to nachos and grilled cheese sandwiches).  If they don’t like what you’re serving, ask them if they would be OK eating more of the other stuff at the meal.   You shouldn’t feel as if you have to make special menus just for them.

What if the Spanish hasn’t changed his clothes in a couple of days?  How do I tell him that we do things differently here?

Perhaps you can offer to wash his laundry, or hint to him again where you would like to have the dirty clothes.  The Spanish don’t always change their clothes or shower daily.  It’s just a cultural thing.  Just tell him the way it’s done here.  It’s a learning experience for us all, and you shouldn’t feel embarrassed to explain the way we live our lives. 

What if the Spanish student is constantly making plans with the other Spanish and excluding the Americans?

This is something we should know right away.  We don’t want to see cliques forming.  

What if the Spanish student asks to borrow money or call home to Spain?

We have told them to bring calling cards to call Spain, but if you are going back to Spain, you will make a couple phone calls home; so, it will even out.  They don’t need to call home constantly-- more than twice may be excessive.  If you suspect that the student is calling home without your permission, please let us know immediately.  If the Spanish want to borrow money, we don’t recommend that you give it to them.  Let us know and we will make sure his chaperones help him get additional funds from home.

My child’s schoolwork and grades are quite important.  Will my child suffer during the exchange?

Everyone’s time management skills will be tested during their stay here.  The Spanish are on many field trips during the day, so hopefully things will seem mostly normal for your child.  We believe that schoolwork in all subjects is important and that hosting a Spanish is not a license to blow-off homework.  Work ahead on the assignments you can ahead of time and use your time wisely while they are here.  As parents, you may want to check homework during that time.

Can we all go to the airport to pick up the Spanish or see them off? 

With all that luggage on a school bus, there isn’t room for anyone but Americans and Spanish.  American students will be able to come on the bus as it will be after school.  Please bring welcome banners and signs so your student knows where you are!  For their departure, we will say good-bye to them at school on Monday.  

Will there be any sort of a get-to-know-you meeting for the Americans?

American families may already know each other or may meet for the first time at the Welcome Dessert.  The American students are all welcome to come to the Foreign Exchange Club meetings, because they must join in order to participate in this Exchange.

We hope that you have found this to be helpful information.  Please contact us if you have any other questions or if something still isn’t clear to you.  We hope that this Exchange will be a great experience for your son/daughter!

Sincerely, 

Lissette Parreno

Tony Medina

