AP United States Government

Mrs. Schmidt

2011-2012- First Semester

Email address:  aschmidt@d211.org
Social Science Office:  Room 215

Office Phone:  847-755-2826


Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to the institutions of American Government and the forces that influence the institutions.  Students will be expected to use higher order thinking to discuss the appropriate role of government in American society.  This course is designed to develop students’ interest in American Politics, as well as, create citizens that participate and value their government as a social institution.  The course will be a variety of discussions, lectures, simulations, and writing prompts to prepare students for future Political Science Courses, as well as the Advanced Placement Test.  The workload in this course will be considerably greater, as this class is a college level course.  Students should expect homework each day.  Daily participation and attendance are expected and will become a part of the graded assignments.
Email communication:

Students will be expected to have an email address.  If you do not have one, you can easily sign up for one using gmail.com, yahoo.com, or hotmail.com.  Students will also be expected to use the class blog as an additional method to participate in class discussions.  Upon emailing Mrs. Schmidt the first day of class, she will invite you to be a part of the blog.  Then you will be expected to check the blog once a week.  It will be another avenue of communication about the assignments, readings, and class activities in AP Government.  There are also links for current events articles pertaining to the current class topics posted on the blog.

The blog’s website is:  http://schmidtapgovernment.blogspot.com/

Current Events:  Students will be required to present a current event on their choice of a Friday during the class.  This will require students to find a scholarly journal or newspaper article and connect the article to a topic covered in class.  Students will have to use a visual to present the information to the class on their assigned date.  See current event assignment for more information.
Texts Used

Textbook

Wilson, James Q., and John J. DiLulio Jr. American Government: Institutions and Policies. 10th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006
Supplemental Text

Additional articles from scholarly news sources may also be used to supplement the text.
Grading Procedures:

Students will be assessed on the following grading scale:

99-A+

85-B

70-C-

95-A

80-B-

69-D+
90-A-

79-C+

60-D-
89-B+

75-C


All assignments will be graded on total points, and projects and tests will be worth a greater value.  Because of the advanced pace and level of this course, late assignments will not be accepted unless they are projects or papers.  Projects and papers will be penalized one letter grade per day late.  Students have two days per absence to make up missed work.  It is the responsibility of the student to communicate with the teacher about absences and missed work.

Academic honesty and integrity are extremely imperative.  Students must complete their own work, and students must always list sources used to compile assignments.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.
Tentative Semester Unit Outline

Unit 1:  Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

Chapters 2, 5, 6, 16
Students will study the documents that led to the creation of the Constitution such as the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the Virginia Charter, and the Federalist Papers.  Students will discover how the United States created the current Constitution through analysis of the Constitutional Convention, the compromises, and the Amendment Process.  In this unit students will also learn how the court has defined Americans’ rights throughout the course of history by evaluating various Supreme Court Cases.  Students will also discover the development of civil rights and liberties and how they differ from one another.  Students will analyze the Court System through analysis of the Judicial Branch of Government.  Specific focus will be on the current standards set, the expectations set by judicial review and the basic workings of this branch.
Unit 2:  Political Culture and Federalism 

Chapters 3-4

This unit will analyze the political culture in American and how that affects various political intuitions.  Students will also be responsible for citing the reading and rationale of implementing federalism in our democratic government. 

Unit 3:  Public Opinion and Participation

Chapters 7-8
The unit will focus on the system of beliefs in America and the process of political socialization.  This will involve an evaluation of public opinion polls and voter turnout statistics.  Students will spend time discussing how to increase political participation in America.  Additionally, we will evaluate the political spectrum and the meaning behind being a liberal or being a conservative. 

Unit 4:  Political Parties and Campaigns/Elections

Chapters 9-10 

In this unit students will learn the role of political parties, interest groups and the media in the election process.  Students will also learn about nomination of candidates, as well as, the primary process.  Also included in this unit will be a discussion of campaign finance and Political Action Committees.  
Unit 5:  Media and Presidency

Chapters 12, 14

This unit will focus on the investigation if the media and its affect on democracy.  Attention will also be spent examining the ability of the media to influence the political agenda, change the climate of campaigns and impact our overall political system.  Students will also examine the media as an agent of socialization.  Additionally, students will take a closer look at the President’s roles, as well as, how the modern Presidency compared to the precedents of previous presidents.
Unit 6:  Bureaucracy and Policymaking 
Chapter 15

Within this unit, students will study the history of Public Policy in America, as well as the current components on Public Policy.  In addition, students will learn how policy agendas are developed and how the institutions of government function to work toward public policy initiatives.  Special Attention will be given to explaining the differences between a foreign, domestic, environmental, and social policy agenda.  

Unit 7:  Congress and Special Interest Groups:
Chapters 13, 11

Throughout this unit students will study various interest groups, their role in American politics, significance, importance, benefits, and controversies.  Time will also be spent looking at the duties of Congress, committee work, and how interest groups affect decision making in Congress.

Additional Scheduling Notes:

Weekly review sessions will be scheduled via email for the five weeks leading up to the A.P. Examination on Tuesday, May 15th.
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