Current Events Assignment

Schmidt

In order to build upon your social science knowledge, you will be asked to present an article to your class a few times this semester.  Hopefully this assignment will increase your interest and social science awareness.

Don’t worry social science is EVERYWHERE!!!!  (
So what do you need to do to get started?

First you will be assigned a date…..and then the fun begins….

After finding an article in a scholarly journal or magazine (online sources are certainly permitted).  Clip the article, and then on a separate piece of paper write your summary followed by subsequent paragraphs with your comments, opinions and ideas.

You should answer questions like:

1. What are the key events happening in the article?

2. Who are the important people involved and what underlying reasons are prompting them to be involved in the issue?

3. What is likely to happen in the future?

4. Who stands to gain or lose from the event?  What are the contrasting views on the issue?

5. What general importance do the events have, and how do they pertain to our class?  (How does the issue relate to what we have learned?)

6. What is your interpretation of this event?

Identify your source for each article – the newspaper/magazine, on-line service, and date.

HOW MUCH?

Student Summaries and comments should run between three to four paragraphs per article.  That’s about one page word processed for those counting “how much.”  Please type your summaries and editorial comments, double spaced, 12 point font size, 1-inch margins, 1 entire page (at least).

The article selected should be one of substance, and not one of those brief fillers located near the classified pages.  Your article and short presentation should be ready to be turned in at the beginning of the period on your assigned day, yes that means stapling and taping is already accomplished.  Finally, there is a discussion and visual element of the project.  You will be expected to find a visual that corresponds to your article and then pose discussion questions to the class.

Since articles are pre-assigned, hand in articles early, if you think you will be gone!

Current Events will be worth 25 points.

Here is the grade breakdown…

10-summary

5-connection to survey and strong analysis of the issue

5-visual component

5-discussion element

