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1st Quarter Extra Credit

(1-3%)
You will have the opportunity to view and reflect on one of several films and documentaries: 

HBO’s John Adams (3%)
Alex Haley’s Roots (2.5%)
The Civil War: A Ken Burns Film (2.5%)
Chicago: City of the Century (2.5%)
Ronald Maxwell’s Gettysburg (2%)
Glory (1.5%)

Gangs of New York (1%)
Another Relevant Film/Series Subject to Teacher Approval (1-3%)
The goal of the assignment is two-fold:

1) To view important films that we will not be able to watch extensively in class. 

2) To analyze and draw connections to the history and themes we are studying in class. 
Incomplete assignments will receive NO extra credit:
Part One—Reflection
In order to receive all possible points, you will need to complete the following in a type-written document. Although the prompts are open-ended, you need to be as specific as possible to demonstrate that you actually watched the films/documentary and did not just find a summary on the Internet. You should (and I will) be especially attentive to this requirement for options worth 2.5-3%. 
1) 4 most important characters/figures in the film/documentary and why
2) A specific message I will take away from the film
3) Something that was interesting
4) Something that I did not know before

5) Something I wish I knew more about
6) Something that is difficult to believe

7) Something that I would share with my family or friends

8) Something that I will never forget

9) Something that I will probably forget

10) Something that I have a question about

Part Two—Creative Project
Analyze the major themes/topics presented in the film and relate them to the overarching themes of American history presented at the start of the course. You should produce a creative project of your choice that effectively communicates those themes and topics. 
