U.S. History G341
Mr. McCusker


Phone:
847-755-2826 

Free Periods- _______________ in Room 215   

E-mail: smccusker@d211.org
Textbook-
The Americans, McDougal Little,
 

Course Description

 

This course will discuss the History of the United States from Colonization to the present.  The goal of this course is not for the student to merely memorize historical facts, but to gain a more complete understanding of the issues and events that have shaped our country as well as the world we live in today. 

 

Course Outline

	1st Semester
	2nd Semester

	
	1920’s

	Establishing A New Nation
	Great Depression and the New Deal

	Era of  Good Feelings
	WWII

	Jacksonian Democracy
	Cold War 1945-1960

	Manifest Destiny
	Civil Rights

	Civil War and Reconstruction
	1950’s

	Industrial Revolution/Guilded Age
	1960’s

	Progressive Era
	1970’s

	Age of Imperialism
	1980’s

	World War I
	1990’s

	
	

	We will also discuss current events throughout the year.


Grading Policy & Scale

	Grades are earned based upon an average of Total Points according to the following approximate guidelines:

          -Assessments (Quizzes, Tests and Projects)  =80%

          -Practice (Homework & Daily assignments) =20%

Tests:  Any test receiving a score of less than 70% will not be recorded and can be retaken until the minimum standard is achieved.  Each student is allowed the option of retaking one test per quarter, regardless of the score, so long as it is done within one week of receiving their score.  

	342
	341

	
	A+  99-100             
	A+  99-100             

	
	A    94-98                
	A     92-98

	
	A-   92-93                
	A-    90-91

	
	B+  89-91           
	B+   88-89

	
	B    84-88          
	B     82-87

	
	B-   82-83           
	B-    80-81

	
	C+  78-81           
	C+   78-80

	
	C    74-77            
	C     72-77

	
	C-   72-73
	C-    70-71

	
	D+  69-71      
	D+   68-69

	
	D    65-68
	D     60-67

	
	F      0-64
	F      >59


Academic Integrity
 

Any student who cheats or plagiarizes any assignment or test in part in whole will receive a zero for the entire assignment.  No make up work, alternate assignment or extra credit will be given in place of the assignment.  

 

Materials
 

The following need to be brought with you to class EVERY DAY.  
-Textbook

-Notebook/Binder with classroom notes
-Pen/Pencil 
-Loose-leaf paper
Tardiness & Attendance
You should be in the classroom before the bell rings.  I will follow the school tardy policies.
If you are absent you have two days to turn in any assignments.  In cases of longer absences students should make arrangements with me.  Work should be made up as quickly as possible. 

Late assignments are subject to reduced credit. 

Classroom Expectations
 

· Keeping the room clean and neat is everyone’s responsibility.

· Never do or say anything that may cause physical or emotional pain to a classmate.

· Always be mindful to respect the thoughts, opinions and property of others.
· When we debate remember to argue ideas and opinions, not the individual voicing them.
· In the interest of allowing everyone to be heard, please raise your hand if you wish to speak.

· There will be time to for fun activities and time to do serious work.  Time to work in class is scarce so be sure to use it effectively.

· Sitting in your seat and staring is not learning, learning is like life or relationships, you only get out what you put in.
· Looking like you are sleeping is against the rules.  We know you’re awake, everyone always is, but if you look like you’re sleeping it counts just the same.   
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